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Wise County Courthouse, Decatur, Texas 














Texas has 256 counties and 235 historic courthouses. 


TEXAS COURTHOUSES — GOOD BAD AND BEAUTIFUL 
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TEXAS COUNTIES IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER 































































































1. Page 12 Anderson K.L. Anderson (1805-45) 

2. Page 13 Andrews Richard Andrews (?-1835) 

3. Page 14 Angelina Hasinai Indian woman 

4. Page 15 Aransas the Aransas River 

5. Page 16 Archer Branch T. Archer (1790-1856) 

6. Page 17 Armstrong a Texas pioneer family, now unknown 
7. Page 18 Atascosa Spanish for "boggy" 

8. Page 19 Austin Stephen F, Austin (1793-1836) 

9. Page 20 Bailey Peter James Bailey III (1812-36) 

10. Page 21 Bandera the Bandera Mountains 

11. Page 22 Bastrop Felipe Enrique Neri, Baron de Bastrop 
12. Page 23 Baylor Henry W. Baylor (1818-54) 

13. Page 24 Bee Barnard E. Bee Sr. (1787-1853) 

14. Page 25 Bell Peter H. Bell (1812-98) 

15. Page 26 Bexar Bejar, the hometown of the Spanish viceroy 
16. Page 27 Blanco Blanco River 

17. Page 28 Borden Gail Borden Jr. (1801-74) 

18. Page 29 Bosque Bosque River 

19. Page 30 Bowie James Bowie (1796-1836) 

20. Page 31 Brazoria the county seat 

21. Page 32 Brazos the Brazos River 

22. Page 33 Brewster Henry P. Brewster (1816-84) 

23. Page 34 Briscoe Andrew Briscoe (1810-49) 

24. Page 35 Brooks James Brooks (1855-1944) 

25. Page 36 Brown Henry S. Brown (1793-1834) 

26. Page 37 Burleson Edward Burleson (1798-1851) 

27. Page 38 Burnet David G. Burnet (1788-1870) 

28. Page 39 Caldwell Matthew Caldwell (1798-42) 

29. Page 40 Calhoun John C. Calhoun (1782-1850) 

30. Page 41 Callahan James H. Callahan (1812-56) 
































































































































31 Page 42 Cameron Ewen Cameron (1811-43) 

32 Page 43 Camp John L. Camp (1828-91) 

33 Page 44 Carson Samuel P. Carson (1798-1838) 
34 Page 45 Cass Lewis Cass (1782-1866) 

35 Page 46 Castro Henri Castro (1786-1865) 

36 Page 47 Chambers Thomas Jefferson Chambers (1802-65) 
37 Page 48 Cherokee the Cherokee tribe 

38 Page 49 Childress George C. Childress (1804-41) 
39 Page 50 Clay Henry Clay (1825-29) 

40 Page 51 Cochran Robert E. Cochran (1810-36) 

41 Page 52 Coke Richard Coke (1829-97) 

42 Page 53 Coleman Robert M. Coleman (1799-1837) 
43 Page 54 Collin Collin McKinney (1766-1861) 
44 Page 55 Collingsworth James Collinsworth (1806-38) 
45 Page 56 Colorado the Colorado River 

46 Page 57 Comal the Comal River 

47 Page 58 Comanche ~— the Comanche tribe 

48 Page 59 Concho the Concho River 

49 Page 60 Cooke William G. Cooke (1808-47) 

50 Page 61 Coryell James Coryell (1803-37) 

51 Page 62 Cottle George Washington Cottle (1811-36) 
52 Page 63 Crane William C. Crane (1816-85) 

53 Page 64 Crockett David Crockett (1786-1836) 

54 Page 65 Crosby Stephen Crosby (1808-69) 

55 Page 66 Culberson David B. Culberson (1830-1900) 
56 Page 67 Dallam James W. Dallam (1818-47) 

57 Page 68 Dallas George M. Dallas 

58 Page 69 Dawson Nicholas M. Dawson (1800-42) 
59 Page 70 Deaf Smith — Erastus "Deaf" Smith (1787-1837) 
60 Page 71 Delta the county's triangular shape 

61 Page 72 Denton John B. Denton (1806-41) 

62 Page 73 DeWitt Green DeWitt (1787-1835) 

63 Page 74 Dickens James R. Dimpkins (?-1836) 
































































































































64 Page 75 Dimmit Philip Dimmitt (1801-41) 

65 Page 76 Donley Stockton P. Donley (1821-71) 

66 Page 77 Duval Burr H. DuVal (1809-36) 

67 Page 78 Fastland William M. Eastland (1806-1843) 
68 Page 79 Ector Matthew Ector (1822-79) 

69 Page 80 Edwards Hayden Edwards (1771-1849) 

70 Page 81 Ellis Richard Ellis (1781-1846) 

71 Page 82 El Paso a local mountain pass 

72 Page 83 Frath George B. Erath (1813-91) 

73 Page 84 Falls falls on the Brazos River 

74 Page 85 Fannin James W. Fannin (1805-36) 

75 Page 86 Fayette Lafayette (1757-1834) 

76 Page 87 Fisher Samuel Rhoads Fisher (1794-1839) 
77 Page 88 Floyd Dolphin W. Floyd (1804-36) 

78 Page 89 Foard Robert L. Foard (1831-98) 

79 Page 90 Fort Bend blockhouse (small fort) on a river bend 
80 Page 91 Franklin Benjamin C. Franklin (1805-73) 

81 Page 92 Freestone a stone used in masonry 

82 Page 93 Frio the Frio River 

83 Page 94 Gaines James T. Gaines (1776-1856) 

84 Page 95 Galveston the county seat 

85 Page 96 Garza Jose Antonio de la Garza (1776-1851) 
86 Page 97 Gillespie Robert A. Gillespie (1815-46) 

87 Page 98 Glasscock George Washington Glasscock (1810-68) 
88 Page 99 Goliad the county seat 

89 Page 100 Gonzales the county seat 

90 Page 101 Gray Peter W. Gray (1819-74) 

91 Page 102 Grayson Peter W. Grayson (1788-1838) 

92 Page 103 Gregg John Gregg (1828-1864) 

93 Page 104 Grimes Jesse Grimes (1788-1866) 

94 Page 105 Guadalupe — the Guadalupe River 

95 Page 106 Hale John C. Hale (1806-36) 

96 Page 107 Hall Warren D.C. Hall (1788-1867) 
































































































































97 Page 108 Hamilton James Hamilton Jr. (1786-1857) 

98 Page 109 Hansford John M. Hansford (?-1844) 

99 Page 110 Hardeman Bailey and T.J. Hardeman 

100 Page 111 Hardin family of William Hardin (1801-39) 
101 Page 112 Harris John R. Harris (1790-1829) 

102 Page 113 Harrison Jonas Harrison (1777-1836) 

103 Page 114 Hartley Oliver C. (1823-59) and Rufus K. Hartley 
104 Page 115 Haskell Charles R. Haskell (1817-36) 

105 Page 116 Hays John C. Hays (1817-83) 

106 Page 117 Hemphill John Hemphill (1803-62) 

107 Page 118 Henderson James Pinckney Henderson (1808-58) 
108 Page 119 Hidalgo Miguel Hidalgo (1753-1811) 

109 Page 120 Hill George Washington Hill (1814-1860) 
110 Page 121 Hockley George Washington Hockley (1802-51) 
111 Page 122 Hood John Bell Hood (1831-79) 

112 Page 123 Hopkins family of David Hopkins (1825-1906) 
113 Page 124 Houston Sam Houston (1793-1863) 

114 Page 125 Howard Volney E. Howard (1809-89) 

115 Page 126 Hudspeth Claude B. Hudspeth (1877-1941) 

116 Page 127 Hunt Memucan Hunt Jr. (1807-56) 

117 Page 128 Hutchinson Anderson Hutchinson (1798-1853) 
118 Page 129 Irion Robert A. Irion (1804-61) 

119 Page 130 Jack Patrick and William Jack 

120 Page 131 Jackson Andrew Jackson (1767-1845) 

121 Page 132 Jasper William Jasper (1750-79) 

122 Page 133 Jeff Davis Jefferson Davis (1808-89) 

123 Page 134 Jefferson Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) 

124 Page 135 Jim Hogg James S. Hogg (1851-1906) 

125 Page 136 Jim Wells James B. Wells Jr. (1850-1923) 

126 Page 137 Johnson Middleton Tate Johnson (1810-66) 
127 Page 138 Jones Anson Jones (1798-1858) 

128 Page 139 Karnes Henry W. Karnes (1812-40) 

129 Page 140 Kaufman David S. Kaufman (1813-51) 





























130 Page 141 


Kendall 


George W. Kendall (1809-67) 





































































































131 Page 142 Kenedy Miflin Kenedy (1818-95) 

132 Page 143 Kent Andrew Kent (1792-1836) 

133 Page 144 Kerr Joseph Kerr (1790-1850) 

134 Page 145 Kimble George C. Kimball (1803-36) 
135 Page 146 King William P. King (1820-36) 

136 Page 147 Kinney Henry Kinney (1814-62) 

137 Page 148 Kleberg Robert J. Kleberg (1803-88) 
138 Page 149 Knox Henry Knox (1750-1806) 

139 Page 150 Lamar Mirabeau B. Lamar (1798-1859) 
140 Page 151 Lamb George A. Lamb (1814-36) 

141 Page 152 Lampasas the Lampasas River 

142 Page 153 La Salle Robert La Salle (1643-87) 

143 Page 154 Lavaca the Lavaca River 

144 Page 155 Lee Robert E. Lee (1807-1870) 

145 Page 156 Leon Martin De Leon (1765-1833) 
146 Page 157 Liberty the county seat 

147 Page 158 Limestone the indigenous rock 

148 Page 159 Lipscomb Abner S. Lipscomb (1789-1856) 
149 Page 160 Live Oak the indigenous tree 

150 Page 161 Llano the Llano River 

151 Page 162 Loving Oliver Loving (1812-67) 

152 Page 163 Lubbock Thomas S. Lubbock (1817-62) 
153 Page 164 Lynn William Linn (?-1836) 

154 Page 165 McCulloch Benjamin McCulloch (1811-62) 
155 Page 166 McLennan Neil McLennan (1777?-1867) 
156 Page 167 McMullen John McMullen (1785-1853) 
157 Page 168 Madison James Madison (1751-1836) 
158 Page 169 Marion Francis Marion (1732-95) 

159 Page 170 Martin Wylie Martin (1776-1842) 

160 Page 171 Mason the county seat 

161 Page 172 Matagorda __ the once-indigenous canebrakes 
162 Page 173 Maverick Samuel Maverick (1803-70) 





























163 Page 174 


Medina 


the Medina River 





































































































164 Page 175 Menard Michael B. Menard (1805-56) 
165 Page 176 Midland the county seat 

166 Page 177 Milam Ben Milam (1788-1835) 

167 Page 178 Mills John T. Mills (1817-71) 

168 Page 179 Mitchell Asa and Eli Mitchell 

169 Page 180 Montague Daniel Montague (1798-1876) 
170 Page 181 Montgomery the county seat 

171 Page 182 Moore Edwin W. Moore (1810-65) 
172 Page 183 Morris William W. Morris (1805-83) 
173 Page 184 Motley Junius W. Mottley (1812?-36) 
174 Page 185 Nacogdoches the county seat 

175 Page 186 Navarro Jose Antonio Navarro (1795-1871) 
176 Page 187 Newton John Newton (1755-80) 

177 Page 188 Nolan Philip Nolan (1771-1801) 

178 Page 189 Nueces the Nueces River 

179 Page 190 Ochiltree William B. Ochiltree (1811-67) 
180 Page 191 Oldham William S. Oldham (1813-68) 
181 Page 192 Orange an orange grove planted by settlers 
182 Page 193 Palo Pinto the Palo Pinto Creek 

183 Page 194 Panola Choctaw for "cotton" 

184 Page 195 Parker Isaac Parker (1793-1883) 

185 Page 196 Parmer Martin Parmer (1778-1850) 
186 Page 197 Pecos the Pecos River 

187 Page 198 Polk James K. Polk (1795-1849) 
188 Page 199 Potter Robert Potter (1800-42) 

189 Page 200 Presidio Presidio del Norte 

190 Page 201 Rains Emory Rains (1800-78) 

191 Page 202 Randall Horace Randal (1833-64) 

192 Page 203 Reagan John H. Reagan (1818-1905) 
193 Page 204 Real Julius Real (1860-1944) 

194 Page 205 Red River the Red River 

195 Page 206 Reeves George R. Reeves (1826-82) 
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196 Page 207 Refugio the county seat 

197 Page 208 Roberts Oran M. and John S. Roberts 

198 Page 209 Robertson Sterling C. Robertson (1820-79) 
199 Page 210 Rockwall the county seat 

200 Page 211 Runnels Hardin R. Runnels (1820-73) 

201 Page 212 Rusk Thomas Jefferson Rusk (1803-57) 
202 Page 213 Sabine the Sabine River 

203 Page 214 San Augustine the county seat 

204 Page 215 San Jacinto the battle of San Jacinto 

205 Page 216 San Patricio the county seat 

206 Page 217 San Saba the San Saba River 

207 Page 218 Schleicher Gustav Schleicher (1823-79) 

208 Page 219 Scurry William R. Scurry (1821-64) 

209 Page 220 Shackelford Jack Shackelford (1790-1857) 
210 Page 221 Shelby Isaac Shelby (1750-1826) 

211 Page 222 Sherman Sidney Sherman (1805-73) 

212 Page 223 Smith James Smith (1792-1854) 

213 Page 224 Somervell Alexander Somervell (1796-1854) 
214 Page 225 Starr James H. Starr (1809-90) 

215 Page 226 Stephens Alexander H. Stephens (1812-83) 
216 Page 227 Sterling W.S. Sterling (?-1881?) 

217 Page 228 Stonewall "Stonewall" Jackson (1824-63) 
218 Page 229 Sutton J. S. Sutton (1817?-62) 

219 Page 230 Swisher James G. Swisher (1794-1862) 
220 Page 231 Tarrant Edward H. Tarrant (1799-1858) 
221 Page 232 Taylor Edward, James and George Taylor 
222 Page 233 Terrell Alexander W. Terrell (1827-1912) 
223 Page 234 Terry Frank Terry (1821-61) 

224 Page 235 Throckmorton William E. Throckmorton (1795-1843) 
225 Page 236 Titus Andrew J. Titus (1814-55) 

226 Page 237 Tom Green ‘Tom Green (1814-64) 

227 Page 238 Travis William B. Travis (1809-36) 

228 Page 239 ‘Trinity the Trinity River 
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229 Page 240 Tyler John Tyler (1790-1862) 

230 Page 241 Upshur Abel P. Upshur (1790-1844) 

231 Page 242 Upton John C. and William F. Upton 
232 Page 243 Uvalde Uvalde Canyon 

233 Page 244 Val Verde the Battle of Valverde 

234 Page 245 Van Zandt Isaac Van Zandt (1813-47) 

235 Page 246 Victoria the county seat 

236 Page 247 Walker Samuel H. Walker (1817-47) 

237 Page 248 Waller Edwin Waller (1800-81) 

238 Page 249 Ward Thomas W. Ward (1807-72) 

239 Page 250 Washington George Washington (1732-99) 
240 Page 251 Webb James Webb (1792-1856) 

241 Page 252 Wharton William H. and John A. Wharton 
242 Page 253 Wheeler Royall T. Wheeler (1810-1864) 
243 Page 254 Wichita the Wichita tribe 

244 Page 255 Wilbarger Josiah P. and Mathias Wilbarger 
245 Page 256 Willacy John G. Willacy (1859-1943) 
246 Page 257 Williamson Robert A. Williamson (1804?-59) 
247 Page 258 Wilson James C. Wilson (1816-61) 

248 Page 259 Winkler Clinton M. Winkler (1821-82) 
249 Page 260 Wise Henry A. Wise (1806-76) 

250 Page 261 Wood George T. Wood (1795-1858) 
251 Page 262 Yoakum Henderson K. Yoakum (1810-56) 
252 Page 263 Young William C. Young (1812-62) 

253 Page 264 Zapata Antonio Zapata y Cisneros (1800-40) 
254 Page 265 Zavala Lorenzo de Zavala (1788-1836) 
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Anderson County Courthouse - Palestine 


The Anderson County Courthouse is a Beaux-Arts bi-axial style 
building, built atop the highest hill in Palestine. Austin architects 
Charles Henry Page and Louis Charles Page designed the structure. It 
was built in 1913 and 1914 and dedicated on December 20, 1914, ata 
cost of approximately $250,000. 


Anderson County was created on March 24, 1846, and named for 
former Republic of Texas Vice-President Kenneth L. Anderson. The 
first Anderson County Courthouse was a one-story wood frame 
structure built in 1847. It was replaced by a two-story brick courthouse 
in 1856. The third courthouse, built of brick and completed in 1886, by 
noted Texas courthouse architect Wesley Clark Dodson (1829-1914) of 
Waco. The current Anderson County Courthouse is the fourth structure 
to serve as the seat of Anderson County government. The courthouse 
has a rotunda crowned by an inner art glass dome with an outer dome 
surmounted by Lady Justice. The building is three stories with a raised 
basement. 
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Andrews County Courthouse - Andrews 
Drawing of original 1911. 


Andrews County is in West 
Texas. Andrews county was | | } 
created August 21, 1876, from || ;! {\ 
Tom Green County and orga-| 


Richard Andrews, a soldier of {| 
the Texas Revolution. Along §j 
with the rest of Texas, An- 
drews County was: Part of a 
state mandated to rejoin the 
Union of The United States of America on June 19, 1865, following the 
surrender of General Robert E. Lee and the Army of Northern Virginia 
of the Confederate States of America at Appomattox Courthouse, Vir- 
ginia, that effectively ended the Civil War. Part of a state governed by 
provisional governors during nine years of reconstruction because of 
the state's insurrection during the Civil War. Part of a state whose peo- 
ple were allowed to vote on a new constitution and fully rejoin the 
Union of the United States of America, with elected representation in 
the U.S. Congress, by an act of President U.S.Grant, March 30, 1870. 
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Angelinc County Court House, Lufkin, Texas 
| 


1903 courthouse 


This is the only county in 

| Texas named for a woman, 
__ |}was named for a Hasinai In- 
‘dian woman who assisted 
early Spanish missionaries 
and they named her Angelina 
“(Little Angel). The current 
1955 courthouse, designed to replace the beautiful, but outmoded 1903 
courthouse, offers mute testimony to the fact that time sometimes 
judges the current architectural style of the day in a harsh light. With 
it's stark exterior and attached annex, ugly is probably the kindest word 
to describe this Courthouse. 





It is the 6" courthouse for Angelina County. ist Courthouse 1847 (Two 
story log cabin). 2nd Courthouse 1849. 3rd Courthouse 1873 (Two 
story frame). 4th Courthouse 1892 (Frame. Cost to build: $2,000). 5th 
Courthouse 1903 (Classical Revival, Three story. Domed). 6th Court- 
house 1955 (Moderne Brick). 


























1890 courthouse | 


The old Aransas County 
Courthouse, with horseshoe 
arches and Moorish-style em- 
bellishments, represented 
progress in 1890. It was 
knocked down in 1956. Be- 
fore Aransas County was cre- 
ated, it was part of Refugio 
County. The state constitu- 
tional convention in 1869 
passed an ordinance urging 
Refugio County to move the 
county seat to St. Mary’s on 
the coast, but no effort was 
made to follow the recom- 
mendation. The following 
year, coastal residents signed 
petitions seeking the removal 
of the county seat from Refu- 
gio to St. Mary’s or Rockport. 
The population of Refugio 
County was 2,320, most of it 
on the coast. The newly in- 
corporated town of Rockport 


contained more than half the population of the entire county. 
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Archer County Courthouse — Archer City 


In 1858, the Texas Legislature established Archer County from por- 
tions of Fannin County, Texas, and it organized in 1880. It is named for 
Branch Tanner Archer, a commissioner for the Republic of Texas. 


The Archer County Courthouse and Jail is a historic courthouse build- 
ing on Public Square and Sycamore and Pecan Streets in Archer City, 
Texas. Archer County was organized in 1880. 


The Romanesque style courthouse was built during 1891-92 and re- 
placed a wooden courthouse from 1880. An architectural design com- 
petition was held, and the Romanesque Revival-style design of archi- 
tect Alonzo N. Dawson of Fort Worth was chosen out of 25 submis- 
sions. The contract amount for construction was $32,500. 


The exterior walls of the courthouse are of brown sandstone obtained 
from a nearby quarry. Originally, the building was two-story and rising 
from the center of the courthouse was a massive octagonal tower, with 
four clock faces, terminated with a cupola. 


The tower was removed in 1928 and a third floor was added. The jail, a 
block north of the courthouse, was built in 1910. The courthouse and 
jail were added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1977. 
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Armstrong County Courthouse — Claude (Panhandle) 


Armstrong County is located in the Panhandle of Texas. Its county seat 
is Claude. The county was formed in 1876 and later organized in 1890. 
It was named for one of several Texas pioneer families named Arm- 
strong. Armstrong County is one of 30 prohibition or entirely dry coun- 
ties in the state of Texas. Tom Blasingame, the oldest cowboy in the 
history of the American West, lived in Armstrong County and worked 
for seventy-three years in ranching, mostly on the JA Ranch. In 1887 
the JA Ranch split up, giving way to a terminus for the Fort Worth and 
Denver City Railway. In the same year, Armstrong City was renamed 
Claude in honor of railroad engineer Claude Ayers. 
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Atascosa County Courthouse — Jourdanton 


The Atascosa County Courthouse was built in 1912 in Jourdanton, 
Texas. The Mission Revival Style architecture building was designed by 
San Antonio architect Henry T. Phelps. The building contract was 
awarded to the Gordon Jones Construction Co. on a bid of $65,000. It 
was added to the National Register of Historic Places on December 30, 
1997. Atascosa County was formed in 1856. The first courthouse was a 
log building in Amphion in 1856. The second a frame building in 
Pleasanton in 1857. A larger frame courthouse came in 1868. The 
fourth, built in 1885 was made from red stone and served as the 
Pleasanton City Hall when the county seat was moved to Jourdanton. 


The current Atascosa County Courthouse is the fifth structure to serve 
as the seat of Atascosa County government. The Mission Revival style 
courthouse has towers, balconies and a Spanish-tiled roof. It is finished 
in red-brown brick and cast stone. Originally, the lower floor was open 
for the storage of wood. It was enclosed in the late 1920s to create more 
office space. The courthouse sits on a circular plot of land in contrast to 
the typical Texas courthouse square. The Atascosa County Courthouse 
is the only existing Mission Revival style courthouse in Texas. 
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Austin County Cour House, 
Bellville, Tex. 


1888 courthouse 


Austin County has had a total 
of six courthouses. The 1888 
Courthouse designed by Eu- 
gene T. Heiner was built for af 
total cost of $45,000. i 
Heiner's commission was 
$955.50. (Architects usually 
received a percentage of the 
total cost.) After the 1960 fire, the cornerstone of the 1888 courthouse 
took several taps from the wrecking ball to dislodge it. Once loosened, a 
crowd searched the stone for the articles that had been placed in it 
when it was set. Unfortunately most of the contents had been ruined by 
dampness and rot. A few Czech language newspapers (printed in 
Texas) crumbled into dust before they could read. It also contained a A 
Bible that was recognizable only by its covers. The frugality of a previ- 
ous generation of Bellvillains was shown when only two coins were 
found (both dated 1876). There was also Civil War paper script for 50 
cents. The town druggist had left a small box of pills and a square- 
headed nail from the previous courthouse was also included. 
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_ COUNTY - MULESHOE_ 


Bailey County Courthouse — Muleshoe 


The 1925 Bailey County courthouse was designed by Architect - M. C. 
Butler in Classical Revival style. It is made of brick. Located at the cor- 
ner of Ave C & First Street. The original 1917 courthouse was a wood 
frame building. Cost: $2450. 


Bailey County is a part of the Southern High Plains and has an altitude 
of 3,800 to 4,400 feet above mean sea level. Its 835 square miles of 
plain are surfaced by sandy loam covered with grasses and mesquite 
brush. The county was marked off from Bexar County in 1876 and 
named for Peter J. Bailey, an Alamo hero. 


Bailey and twenty-one other counties newly formed at the time were at- 
tached to Jack County for judicial purposes. In 1881 jurisdiction of Bai- 
ley County was transferred from Jack to Baylor County; then, in 1887, 
to Hale County; and in 1892 to Castro County. Settlement of Bailey 
County did not come early, since the XIT Ranch held most of its land 
from 1882 until the division and sale of the ranch in 1901. 














rat 





Bandera County Courthouse - Bandera 


The Bandera County Courthouse and Jail are two separate historic 
buildings in Bandera. The courthouse, built in 1890 at the corner of 
Main and Pecan streets, is a Renaissance Revival style building de- 
signed by San Antonio architect B. F. Trester. It is three-story building 
with a central clock tower made from rusticated limestone cut from a 
local quarry. The current jail is a non-historic, modern facility located 
along State Highway 16 on the north end of town. Work was started by 
Ed Braden & Son of San Antonio and completed by E. Huffmeyer, local 
merchant and contractor. Stone for the building was quarried locally 
and laid by itinerant Russian stonemasons. Recorded Texas Historical 
Landmark. Bandera County was organized in 1856 and used makeshift 
quarters for jail and courthouse functions until 1877, when the county 
purchased a two-story stone building constructed in 1868 which is now 
known as the Old Courthouse. The building served as county court- 
house until the present courthouse was built in 1891. A former one- 
story cut stone jail adjacent to the Old Courthouse designed by San An- 
tonio architect Alfred Giles was built in 1881. 
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Bastrop County Courthouse — Bastrop 


The classical revival style courthouse located at 803 Pine St. was built 
in 1883 to replace the 1852 courthouse that burned. Bastrop County 
was organized in 1837 and several houses served as early courthouses. 
It is a three-story, stuccoed-brick structure with a copper-domed clock 
tower in the center of a flat roof. Originally not stuccoed, it was added 
in a remodeling in 1924. Also, the dome was lowered and various archi- 
tectural details were removed, giving the building a Neoclassical look. 
The addition of a wing to the south of the original building occurred in 
1953-1954. The three-story tan and red brick old Bastrop County Jail, 
opened in 1892, also stands on the courthouse square. The jail was re- 
modeled in 1925, including improvements to the ventilating, heating, 
and sewage systems. In 1971, a new jail and sheriff's office were built on 
the courthouse square immediately to the southeast of the courthouse. 
The building ceased to be a jail in 1974 and was converted to office 
space. The courthouse and jail were renovated again in 1990. The 
courthouse square in Bastrop is surrounded mostly by houses and a 
church as opposed to the commercial buildings that surround the typi- 
cal Texas courthouse square. The county jail was moved to a new sher- 
iff's office complex a mile southeast of the courthouse, and an annex to 
the courthouse was added on the square and dedicated in 2004. 














eA hae 
>. ord > “ 


A 7 404 , 





Baylor County Courthouse — Seymour 


1884 courthouse 


Built in 1884 in Italianate architectual 
style by architect James Edward Flan- 
ders and contractor Ferrier Brothers 
& Wirz. Cornerstones, from near the 
top of the original building, are lo- 
cated at the North and West en- 
trances to the present day courthouse.|s, 


Built of native stone, with walls three 
feet thick, the county's first court- 
house was constructed in 1884. In 
1912 a dome replaced the original 
cupola. Before the courthouse was 
built, court was held in the Ingram- 
Perrin store at the corner of McLain |=" 
and Washington Streets. While hold- ae 
ing court, Judge Morris was mur- = 
dered there, by a saloon keeper. It was demolished in 1967 to make way 
for the current courthouse was erected in 1968. The county was named 
for Henry W. Baylor, a doctor serving with the Texas Rangers. 
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Bee County Courthouse — Beeville 


The city's earliest courthouse was a box frame structure. In 1912, archi- 
tect W. C. Stephenson designed this, the county's fourth courthouse. It 
has the strong influence of French Beaux Arts with a level of grandeur 
new to Bee County. The cast stone balustrade originally outlining the 
roof were later removed, and the 1943 addition partially obscured the 
symmetrical plan and facade of the edifice. It is a fine example of the 
Classical Revival style, with grand portico and projecting pediment en- 
try with Corinthian columns. The Chicago-style windows, comprised of 
one glass pane flanked by two narrower ones, with transoms above, are 
noteworthy. Also unusual is Stephenson's lady of justice; unlike most 
such symbols, she is not depicted as blind. 
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Bell Counry Court House, Belton, Texas. 





Bell County Courthouse — Belton 


This is the third Courthouse in Bell County. The first was an 1851 two 
room log cabin. The second was built in 1858 and torn down to make 
way for the current one. It is of Renaissance Revival style was truly a 
magnificent structure in 1884. 


Federally funded renovation projects of the 1930's and 1950's had a 
detrimental impact. The clock tower and much of the rich roof details 
were removed, the historic interior was modernized and radically al- 
tered. Restoration began in 1998 with the interior completed in 1999. 
The statue, dome, and clock tower were replaced with replicas, return- 
ing the Courthouse to near its original beauty. 


A statue of Peter Hansborough Bell, the Governor who created Bell 
County, stands on the Southwest corner of the Courthouse square. Bell 
was a San Jacinto veteran, Mexican War veteran, Texas Ranger, Gover- 
nor, Congressional Representative, and later a Colonel in the Confeder- 
acy. 


The county seat, previously named Nolandsville, was changed to Belton 
due to a postal problem and is most likely a contraction of Bell and 
town. 














Bexar (pronounced ‘Bear’) County Courthouse 


The 1897 Bexar County Courthouse is the largest and oldest continu- 
ously operated historic courthouse in Texas. 
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Blanco County Courthouse — Johnson City 


1886 courthouse 


Built in Blanco during 1885- 
1886 and designed by well- | 
known Austin architect Fred- | 
erick Ernst Ruffini, the court-’ 
house was accepted for use by, 
Blanco County on January 
29, 1886. The grand new 
courthouse in Blanco was 
only used by the county for a 
scant four years as an election 
in 1890 moved the county seat to Johnson City. The abandoned Court- 
house continued to serve the community well in a multitude of ways for 
the next eighty years. It was restored and rededicated in May 1998. 
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Borden County Courthouse — Gail 


Borden County has had two courthouses, one built in 1890, a single, 
two-story, wooden frame, vernacular building . The current courthouse 
is of brick and concrete construction and was erected in 1939. The ar- 
chitect was David S. Castle Co, while Dunlap & Coughrun constructed 
the building. It is the oldest of all of the state’s current one-story court- 
house buildings. 


Borden County was created in 1876 from Bosque County and named 
for Gail Borden Jr., the inventor of condensed milk. Borden was pub- 
lisher and editor of the Telegraph and Texas Register, as well as a polit- 
ical leader in the Republic of Texas. The county was organized in 1891, 
and Gail was made the county seat. Farmers and ranchers settled the 
county, but the population remained relatively small. In 1902, Texas 
placed lands in the public domain and spurred a land rush in Borden 
County. Many of the newcomers grew cotton. 


Tourists, mostly hunters and fishermen at Lake J. B. Thomas, contrib- 
ute to the economy. Gail, the county seat and only town of note, had an 
estimated population of 202 in 1991 and 256 in 2014. 
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Bosque County Courthouse - Meridian 


This 1886 courthouse, designed by Ft. Worth architect J.J. Kane, is one 
of the oldest Texas courthouse structures in continuous use. The three- 
story limestone building is designed in high Victorian Gothic Revival 
style utilizing an Italianate off-center clock tower and corner turret 
roofs. In 1934, the design was significantly altered with the removal of 
the clock tower and entire roof structure, steel windows replaced wood 
windows, and a small one-story addition to the west facade. A flat con- 
crete roof and cast stone parapet incorporating a single clock face com- 
pleted the changes. By the 1970s, a contemporary lowered ceiling re- 
duced the two-story district courtroom to half its original height and 
lowered the ceilings in most spaces to accommodate mechanical and 
electrical installations. Reconstruction of the original clock tower and 
the four corner roof turrets was done in the 2005-2007 restoration. 
These elements were made in Paris, Texas, trucked to Meridian, and 
craned into position with hundreds watching. Historic reproduction 
wood windows and entry doors were installed; the district courtroom, 
halls, and public spaces were reopened to their full height; the original 
concrete floors rehabilitated, and wood wainscot paneling recon- 
structed. The rededication celebration was held September 22, 2007. 














© This courthouse, dam- 
m aged by fire in 1987 and 
4 now demolished, was in 
=~ Boston, as opposed to 
re Fy = New Boston, where the 
ete os current courthouse was 
: Mia constructed in 1985. 






"Bowie County is in the far northeastern corner of the state, bordered 
by the Red River on the north, with Arkansas and Oklahoma across its 
northern boundary and Arkansas to the east. Boston, the county seat, is 
located near the center of the county, twenty-one miles west of 
Texarkana, the county's largest town. "Because the area of Northeast 
Texas encompassing present Bowie County was considered by many to 
be part of Arkansas, it was the site of some of the earliest [U.S.] settle- 
ment in Texas. "Bowie County was demarked in December of 1840 and 
named for James Bowie. As originally delineated, the county included 
all or part of the territories of present Cass, Titus, and Morris counties. 
In 1846 the county was reduced to its present size and boundaries with 
the establishment of Cass and Titus counties. 
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1897 Courthouse 







Brazoria County has had four | 
courthouses, with additional 
courts added to the buildings | 
over time. 1839 (Brazoria), 
1897 (Angleton), 1940 (An- 
gleton), 1976 (Angleton), 


| 

* 

=) 
z > Uae 


1994 (Brazoria), The 1897. |e S 3 =e oe 
Brazoria County courthouse ~ 4 


was constructed from plans 
drawn by Eugene T. Heiner for the 1895 Matagorda County court- 
house. The building was remodeled and enlarged in 1927 which in- 
cluded the removal of the ninety foot tower. Brazoria County has had 
four courthouses. 1839 (Brazoria), 1994 (Brazoria), 1897 (Angleton), 
1940 (Angleton), 1976 (Angleton). The 1897 Brazoria County court- 
house was constructed from plans drawn by Eugene T. Heiner for the 
1895 Matagorda County courthouse. The building was remodeled and 
enlarged in 1927 which included the removal of the ninety foot tower. 
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Brazos County Courthouse — Bryan 


1892 Courthouse 
Back in 1954, before "urban re- 
newal" entered the American vocab- 
ulary, county commissioners of Bra- 
zos County decided that they needed 
a new courthouse. The one they were 
using was sixty-two years old and 
was looking every month of it. Be- 
sides, it had always been considered 
a little "fussy" to some Brazos Coun- 
tians. All that rough-cut stone was 
"\ distracting and the tower was down- 
right... Victorian. Tower-less build- 
‘ings of smooth concrete and glass 
ar #4 bricks were going up all across the 
Le = country. Why should Brazos County 
| = be stuck with this old eyesore? 
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Brewster County Courthouse — Alpine 


The Brewster County Courthouse in Alpine is the only one they ever 
had. It was built in 1877, by an architect who has since been forgotten. 
It comes with a matching jail and there's even a traditional piece of ar- 
tillery on its east lawn. No one seems to know who built the courthouse 
in Alpine. On March 14, 1887, soon after Brewster County was orga- 
nized, the commissioners ordered that architects be contacted by letter 
to discuss plans for a courthouse and jail, the former to cost no more 
than $12,000 to $15,000, and the jail to cost no more than $12,000. 


A little later bonds were voted in the sum of $28,000, and either that 
amount or $27,000 was expended for the two buildings - the court- 
house and jail both stand today, giving good service. Two or three men 
got the contract for the buildings, but all the scurrying around that has 
been possible for one newsman in a comparatively limited time has 
failed to unearth the names of the contractors. Even the dependables 
for old-time information - Judge Van Sickle, Mrs. Walter Garnett or 
Mrs. J. C. Bird could not recall. 
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Briscoe County Courthouse — Silverton 


The Briscoe County Courthouse was completed in 1922 in a Classical 
Revival style. The brick and concrete structure was then remodeled in 
1954. Organized in 1892, the county was named for Andrew Briscoe, a 
Texas patriot and veteran of San Jacinto. 


In their book, “The Courthouses of Texas,” Mavis P. Kelsey Sr. and 
Donald Dyal offer the following history on the christening of the county 
seat: Silverton came by its name innocently enough: Mrs. T.J. Braid- 
foot, a local land developer, optimistically named the community Sil- 
verton. Other stories speak of a silvery sheen on one of the local lakes 
which inspired Mrs. Braidfoot. Perhaps both are true. 


A two-story jail constructed of rock from nearby Tule Canyon was 
erected. Its first occupant, the county sheriff, was locked up during the 
grand opening ceremony as a joke. Today, the restored 19th-century 
jail serves as the Old Jail Museum, which offers a realistic look at fron- 
tier justice. 














35 








Brooks County Courthouse — Falfurrias 


Brooks County Courthouse is located in Falfurrias. The structure was 
designed by Alfred Giles in 1914 in the Classic revival style. Prior to the 
erection of the brick county courthouse, local government housed itself 
in rented space. The courthouse was named a Recorded Texas Historic 
Landmark in 1977. Renovation began on the courthouse in 2006. 
Brooks County voters voted again on the bond issue in February 1914, 
and it passed. Noted Texas architect Alfred Giles was selected to design 
the courthouse. He was actively involved in three other courthouse 
projects in the region at the time, Cameron County, Jim Wells, and 
Kleberg Counties. Judge James A. Brooks, who had been a state repre- 
sentative instrumental in helping Brooks County separate from Starr 
County, was honored at the structure's opening ceremonies. Opening 
day was celebrated with a public picnic and a parade led by the local 
high school band. Brooks County was named after Judge Brooks, who 
was also a captain in the Texas Rangers. The courthouse was added to 
the National Register of Historic Places on April 10, 2012. 
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1884 Courthouse 


Brown ey has had four 





4 1884 and 1917. The ici 
| courthouse is a remodeled 
sme Version of the 1884. The re- 

aa modeling was so complete 
that only the vault was left 
untouched. Remodeled by 
San Antonio architect Henry T. Phelps. Style - Classical Revival. Mate- 
rial - Brick. Brown County was created in 1856 and organized two years 
later. Pioneer settler Welcome William Chandler donated land for the 
first courthouse, a log cabin. The county moved the building twice, first 
two miles to the Billy Connell Farm, then to this site after Greenleaf 
Fisk’s donation of land for a new townsite resolved an 1868 dispute. 
Commissioners also added a second story to the structure. A combina- 
tion courthouse and jail built in 1876 served only four years before it 
burned. Waco architectural firm Dodson & Dudley designed a new 
building in 1884. The current Classical Revival courthouse, built in 
1917-18, incorporated interior walls and vaults from the prior structure. 




















1889 Courthouse 


Burleson County is named for 
Edward Burleson, a general 
and statesman of the Texas 
Revolution. The building 
faces southeast and is a three 
story buff colored brick and 
concrete structure. The rec- 
tangular shaped building is 
located on landscaped 
grounds in the center of Cald- 
well. The southeast front has 
a slightly projecting center section with entrance on the first story and 
four columns with recessed section on the second and third stories. The 
roof line is flat. The interior has Sullivanesque detail in plaster. The 
main lobby has the County Seal on the floor. There is a central atrium 
rising to the top of the third story with skylight. The courtroom is lo- 
cated on the northeast side of the third story. The building houses the 
State District Court, Constitutional County Court and County Justice 
Court. 
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Burnet County Courthouse — Burnet 


The Moderne style building completed August 1, 1937 at a cost of ap- 
proximately $135,000. The first Burnet County Courthouse was a one- 
story frame building containing a courtroom, a jail and offices. In 1874, 
that courthouse burned down. The second courthouse was constructed 
of limestone in 1875 and also housed a jail. The 1875 courthouse fell 
into disrepair and the last week of November, 1935, the Works 
Progress Administration announced that $74,000 had been allocated 
for the construction of a new courthouse and jail repairs in Burnett 
County. County offices moved out of the old courthouse, and crews be- 
gan tearing it down during the week of February 13, 1936. The current 
Burnet County Courthouse is two-story and finished in polished pink 
granite veneer with scenes of Burnet County history and commerce 
etched in panels. The pink granite is the same material that was used 
on the Texas State Capitol. An addition designed by Willis Environ- 
mental Engineering of Marble Falls was constructed on the rear of the 
courthouse in 1974. The building was added to the National Register of 
Historic Places on November 15, 2000. 
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Caldwell County Courthouse — Lockhart 


The Caldwell County Courthouse is located in Lockhart, Texas The 
courthouse was built in 1894 to replace the existing courthouse, which 
was too small for the growing county. The courthouse was designated a 
Recorded Texas Historic Landmark in 1976 and was listed on the Na- 
tional Register of Historic Places as a contributing property of the 
Caldwell County Courthouse Historic District on January 3, 1978. The 
courthouse was built in the Second Empire architectural style, with the 
design often attributed to Alfred Giles; however, recent research indi- 
cates the building was designed by Henry E.M. Guidon, who eventually 
became partners with Giles. 


The courthouse is nearly identical to the courthouse in Goliad County, 
Texas, as it was built from the same Guidon plans. The exterior of the 
three-story courthouse is built with cream-colored limestone and red 
sandstone. The central clock tower houses a four-faced Seth Thomas 
Clock Company clock and a 900-pound bell. The mansard roof of the 
courthouse is characteristic of Second Empire design. The exterior has 
been featured in the films What's Eating Gilbert Grape (1993) and 
Waiting for Guffman (1996). 
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1911 courthouse 


Calhoun County has had five 
courthouses: 1846, 1857, 
1887, 1911, 19591. The cur- 





The third was completed in 1887 in Port Lavaca. It was a 50’ x 50’ 
frame building built in the Greek Revival style popular in Texas after 
the Civil War, but it had additional embellishments, such as iron crest- 
ing in the center of the hipped roof and angular heads above the doors 
and windows. The fourth courthouse was completed in 1911. 


The brick courthouse contained Classical Revival style elements such 
as a projecting portico with four columns, frieze and pediment and 
paired columns on the sides. This courthouse stood until 1959 when 
the fifth and current Calhoun County courthouse was constructed. 
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Callahan County has had four) 
courthouses: 1883, 1877, 
1900, 1929. The county seat 
moved from Belle Plain to 
Baird in 1883, and a court- 
house, designed by noted ar- 2 i 
chitect F.E. Ruffini, was built. ee 
The county hired another 

noted architect, J. Riely Gor- 

don, in 1900 for a larger courthouse. 
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It was constructed primarily from materials of the previous 1877 court- 
house. In 1928, the growing county hired Voelcker & Dixon Architects 
& Engineers of Wichita Falls, who designed this Classical Revival 
courthouse, completed in 1929. Suggs and Dunlap contractors con- 
structed the building, which features intricate detailing, including 
acanthus leaves, rosettes, medallions and cartouches. Recorded Texas 
Historic Landmark - 2003. 


It is in Classical Revival style sometimes referred to as "Texas Renais- 
sance." In 1961: structural repairs to the basement. Reconstruction of 
the roof with steel and concrete. 1962: Otis elevator installed. 1970: 
Second floor remodeled. 
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1883 courthouse 


The 1883 courthouse was re- 
| placed in 1914 when a new 

_ |building was erected. The 
original roof, with its gables 
and central tower, was re- 
moved during 1962 remodel- 
m ing. The 1912 courthouse was 
a 7 vacated between 1995 and 

* 2000 and a major exterior 
restoration was executed exclusively with county funding. When the 
Texas Historic Courthouse Preservation Program was created, 
Cameron County applied for funds to complete the remaining $7 mil- 
lion interior and site improvement project. Known locally as the Dancy 
Building after Judge Oscar Dancy, the building now houses administra- 
tive functions of the county government including the judge’s office, 
commissioners court, and the offices of treasurer and auditor. The 
project included restoration of the double height district courtroom, 
the stained glass rotunda and the ornamental plaster. 
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Camp County Courthouse — Pittsburg 


The Camp County seat is in Pittsburg, Texas. The county was founded 
in 1874 and is named for John Lafayette Camp, a Texas politician. 
Camp County has had two courthouses: 1881 and 1928. The Texas Leg- 
islature created Camp County from the northern part of Upshur 
County in 1874, and voters chose Pittsburg as their county seat. The 
county built its first courthouse in 1881. As Pittsburg grew, the two- 
story brick edifice became too small for the county's needs, and in 1928 
commissioners hired the Paris, Texas architectural firm of Smith and 
Praeger to design a new house of justice. Contractors Wentzel and 
Wood received the contract for the construction, which was completed 
in December 1928. The Classical Revival courts building features a 
stepped parapet, flat arched windows and Corinthian columns. Today, 
the courthouse remains a central part of life in Camp County. Recorded 
Texas Historic Landmark - 2004 


Camp County, the third smallest Texas county, comprises 203 square 
miles of the East Texas timberlands, an area that is heavily forested 
with a great variety of softwoods and hardwoods, especially pine, cy- 
press, and oak. 











1909 courthouse 


from 1950. The architects 


= The second Carson County 





completed in 1909 and was 
very similar to the 1912 


1909 courthouse and jail is displayed in the hall outside of the county 


of the panhandle of Texas and the town is named Panhandle. The 
county was founded in 1876 and later organized in 1888. It is named 
for Samuel Price Carson, the first secretary of state of the Republic of 
Texas. 








The current courthouse dates 


were J.C. Berry, Kerr & Kerr. 


> courthouse, shown here, was 


Franklin County Courthouse in Mount Vernon, TX. This picture of the 


judge's office in the current courthouse. Carson County is in the center 
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Cass County Courthouse — Linden 


The Cass County Courthouse in Linden, Texas, holds the honor of be- 
ing the oldest continuously functioning courthouse in Texas. The court- 
house opened in 1861, the same year the Civil War started, and it hasn’t 
closed since. It has gone through several renovations. Linden’s first 
courthouse was a modest two-story building of wood that stood on the 
same spot as today’s courthouse from 1853-54. It was later sold, 
hauled off the town square and, ultimately, knocked down by a tor- 
nado. The current courthouse building was originally built in the Greek 
Revival style and constructed from locally fired brick. Over the course 
of its service, the courthouse has undergone four major sets of renova- 
tions. Two of those were prompted by another tornado in 1908 and 
then fire damage in 1933. Renovations in 1917 changed the buildings’ 
architectural style to Classical Revival, while renovations in the 1980s 
increased the building’s size and modernized its interior office space. 
The latest courthouse makeover was completed in 2012 and restored 
the building to its 1934 appearance. The 2012 overhaul returned all 
public spaces — both inside and outside — to the way they looked in 
1934, right down to the light fixtures and globes. It also improved the 
courthouse’s mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems, as well as 
its handicap accessibility. 
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1906 courthouse 
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The 1892 courthouse was de- 

stroyed by lightning in 1906. 
hat 1] r The 1906 courthouse was de- 
ie molished in 1938. 
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The current courthouse was 
built in 1940 in Moderne ar- 


chitectual style by architect Townes & Funk and contractor WPA. It isa 
3-story, brick center building with 2-story wings on either side set for- 


ward a few feet. 


The entrance bay recessed the full height of the building with 2 modern 
fluted columns (no capitals). The windows are all decorative-glazed 
casement windows. An addition was constructed in 1966. 























~ Chambers G ounty - ~ -Anahuac 


Chambers County Courthouse — Anahuac 
1912 courthouse | 


The 1912 courthouse burned 

in 1935. The current 1936 

courthouse was a WPA | = 
project (Works Progress Ad- 
ministration). The architect 
was Cornell G. Curtis. The 
building is in good condition 
and has not been altered, nor | 
or there any additions. Iso- 
lated in an open square, the 
Chambers County Court- 
house rises two stories above a partially manosed basement Allegorical 
relief panels symbolize the sources of the county's wealth, of which the 
greatest was oil. A spare modernistic scheme of colored marbles orna- 
ments the public spaces. The perimeter of the square is outlined with 
widely spaced live oak trees. Anahuac's main street, Washington Av- 
enue, looks like it came straight out of a Farm Services Administration 
photograph of the 1930s. 

















1890 courthouse 


Rusk was named for Gen. 
Thomas Jefferson Rusk, a 
meee Signers of the Texas Declara- 
meee tion of Independence. The 
4 county court originally met in 
mee a crude log dogtrot cabin, but 
= in August 1847 a contract 
was let for a two-room frame 
building with brick chim- 
=) neys. A larger frame court- 
| house was erected in 1849. A 
Se brick building to house the 
county and district clerk's of- 
fices was constructed on the northeast corner of the square in 1859; de- 
molished in 1941. Most of the town's early businesses were clustered 
around the courthouse square. The Cherokee County courthouse was 
constructed of locally cut stone in Contemporary design. Cornell G. 
Curtis was the architect and it was built in 1941 for $100,000. 
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Dallas Morning News, 11 Dec 
1890 - The new $40,000 
courthouse is being pushed to 
completion rapidly, and will 
be a very handsome structure 
when finished. Elkhart Daily 
Review, 23 Oct 1891 - CHIL- 
DRESS, Oct. 23. - The court- 
house of this place was 
burned to the ground Wednesday morning. The county records of Chil- 
dress and Cottle counties are a total loss. The fire is supposed to be the 
work of incendiaries. Loss, $42,000. After a fire destroyed the first 
Childress County courthouse in 1891, a new stone building was con- 
structed and used until 1939, when the present structure was built. It 
was built with the aid of federal Public Works Administration (PWA) 
funds. The PWA supplied a grant of $101,250 toward the project, 
whose total cost was $223,635. Construction occurred between No- 
vember 1938 and November 1939. 
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1884 with clock tower 


The Clay County Courthouse 
is Italian Classical in detail, 
in the form of a Greek cross, 
with narrow wings projecting 


roof of the structure was 
hipped on a low pitch and 
surmounted by a clock tower that was capped by a cupola and finished 
with sheet metal details. The original roof and tower have since been 
replaced (in 1911) with a gable roof and a low dome. Before the alter- 
ations to the roof, the building strongly resembled the 1885 Red River 
County courthouse in Clarksville, TX designed by architect William H. 
Wilson. Unsympathetic alterations continue to obscure the aesthetic 
and historic integrity of the courthouse. 
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1926 courthouse | COCHRAN COUNTY COURT HOUSE 
The county named for Robert ) 
E. Cochran, a defender of the 7" 
Alamo. Cochran County has 
only had one courthouse, 
built in 1926. The architect 
was W. R. Kaufman. Original 
Style - Texas Renaissance 
Material - Brick and steel, It 
was remodeled in 1968 with a/ 
modern classical revival style 
by architects Stiles, Roberts and Messersmith. It is a 3-story, brick and 
aluminum, rectangular structure with fake windows on the first floor 
and metal brie sole on the top level. The renovation gave it a complete 
change of character. 





Cochran County, on the southern High Plains, is bordered on the west 
by New Mexico, on the north by Bailey County, on the east by Hockley 
County, and on the south by Yoakum County. 

















Coke County Courthouse — Robert Lee 
1891 courthouse 


The Texas legislature estab- 
lished Coke County in 1889, 
carving it out of territory pre- 
viously assigned to Tom 
Green County; the county 
was organized that same 

. year, with Hayrick as county 
seat. In 1891, after an elec- 
tion, the new town of Robert 
Lee became the county seat; 
Robert E. Lee had once 
served at Fort Chadbourne. The first courthouse was built in 1891 and 
fashioned from stone quarried by hand on the Kirkland Ranch. This in- 
augural county capitol cost some $20,700 and was the county home for 
65 years. The current courthouse was completed in 1956 in a Modern 
style as designed by Wyatt C. Hedrick and Harry Weaver. 




















Coleman County Courthouse — Coleman 


1884 courthouse 


The firsr courthouse was 
completed in 1884. It still ex- 
ists as part of the 1952 court- 
house. The 1884 courthouse {ese 

pe Sih 
was designed by William ae 
Wallace Dudley in the Second |S 3am 
Empire architectural style. ant 
Building materials were 3 
stone. The second courthouse 
was completed in 1952. The 
architect was Wyatt C. Hedrick and the style is Moderne. Building ma- 
terials are brick. The cost to build was $190,000. 





As the county grew, in 1952 wings were added to the sides of the court- 
house and the exterior changed to reflect the modern style of the time. 


In 2018 a grant from the Texas Historical Commission of $130,000 
was used to provide necessary repairs to the original 1884 part of the 
courthouse. Officials decided that it was not feasable or economical to 
restore the 1884 courthouse back to its original granduer. 
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1876 courthouse 


Because of the Civil War, 
construction did not begin on 
a new courthouse until 1872. 
The resultant courthouse was 
-|atwo-story, native-stone 
building of Second Empire 
gam) design with towers on the 





trances. 


In 1979 a new courthouse was built a couple of blocks southeast of the 
square. It was six stories high and modern in design. The architect was 
Jarvis Putty Jarvis, Inc. & Harvey G. Moore, Associate. Then a newer 
courthouse was built northwest of downtown McKinney on Bloomdale 
Road. It was opened in 2008. An additional administration building 
was built west of it called the Hatchell Building after former County 
Commissioner Jack Hatchell. 
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Collingsworth County Courthouse — Wellington 
1893 courthouse 


The current courthouse was 
built in 1931. A controversy 
surrounded the initial court- 
house. There was strong op- 
position. A crowd confronted 
the board, saying they in- (2 =- = eee 
tended tohangthejudgeand| ———“‘“‘“‘<; ‘dS 
two commissioners. The offi-|. i t—S a. 
cials brought six-shooters. 

The protestors said large sums should not be spent on the public build- 
ings while taxpayers lived in dugouts. The leader announced that if the 
courthouse was built, ‘under each corner of it we will bury the political 
remains of a county commissioner; in the center under the dome that 
you propose to erect yonder, we will bury the political remains of the 
judge.’ The protest was ignored, and cement from Quanah was used to 
construct the temple of justice, which boasted a tower, spire and bal- 
cony and was greatly admired by local citizens. The building remained 
in service until the current courthouse was completed for $150,000. 


— 
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Colorado County Courthouse - Columbus 


The 1891 Colorado County Courthouse was designed by noted Texas ar- 
chitect Eugene Heiner in a Renaissance Revival style and is a National 
Register Property. In 1909, a hurricane destroyed the original tower 
and severely damaged the structure. The building was extensively re- 
paired, and a new Classical Revival copper dome and tile roof replaced 
the original tower. Subsequent painting of the brick and construction 
of one-story additions in the 1950s altered the building’s unique ap- 
pearance. In 2006, after a portion of the ornamental plaster ceiling col- 
lapsed in the district courtroom, the county launched a multi-phased 
effort to completely restore the building. Volz O’Connell Hutson Inc. 
served as architect, and Drymalla Construction Co. served as construc- 
tion manager for all phases of the work, which totaled $10 million. 
Funding was provided from local sources and grants from the Texas 
Historical Commission. The exterior restoration included removal of 
two additions, stone and brick restoration, window restoration, and re- 
pair of the historic cast iron and sheet metal porches. Specific chal- 
lenges included careful removal of cementitious paint from the historic 
brick, and reproduction of missing elements based on available historic 
photographs. 
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Comal County Courthouse — New Braunfels 


The Comal County Courthouse, designed by J. Riely Gordon in the Ro- 
manesque Revival style, was constructed in 1898 and dedicated in Jan- 
uary 1899. The interior spaces are arranged in a Greek-cross plan with 
a central stairwell as developed by Gordon to facilitate natural ventila- 
tion by allowing hot air to rise and vent through the tower. The exterior 
walls are of native limestone with a rusticated finish and comple- 
mented by cut-stone lintels and delicate stringcourse moldings. The 
dormers, incorporating carved engaged columns, add to the pic- 
turesque quality of the building and relieve the austerity of the roof 
forms. A dentil course provides a delicate accent at the cornice of the 
main walls as well as at the cornice of the tower. The entrance porches 
are supported by polished Moorish-inspired columns of pink granite. 
Above the columns are capitals. A brick parapet with punched brick de- 
tails crowns each bay. Additions constructed in 1930 and 1966 ob- 
scured the northeast and northwest entrance bays, prior to their re- 
moval as part of the full restoration. The original slate roofing of the 
structure has been replaced over the years with metal. 
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Comanche County Courthouse — Comanche 
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.|1890 courthouse 


|The current Art Deco courthouse was de- 


signed by Wyatt Hendrick of Fort Worth 
whose architectural achievements re- 
ceive recognition even today. The three- 


| story building, begun in 1939 and dedi- 


cated in the fall of 1941. By 1890, the 
brick building of 1875 was too small, too 
old-fashioned, for the growing town of 
Comanche, and the Austin architectural 
firm of Larmour & Watson was employed 


i/to design a new building. The three-story 
= stone courthouse, designed in an elegant 


combination of Second Empire and Re- 


i naissance Revival styles, was a fitting 
, symbol of Comanche County at the 


height of its successes in agriculture and 
later in oil and peanuts. 
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Concho County Courthouse — Paint Rock 


The plans for the current Concho County courthouse had been drawn 
by Frederick E. Ruffini before his death in 1885. His brother, Oscar, 
oversaw the completion of the building in 1886. The plans were used 
for several other Texas county courthouses, most of which have been 
demolished with the exception of the old Blanco County courthouse in 
Blanco and the Sutton County courthouse in Sonora. 


The plans originated with W.W. Larmour (of San Antonio) but were 
used without permission by the contractor J. H. Walker for the Tom 
Green County courthouse. The supervising architect for the Tom Green 
County Courthouse was Oscar Ruffini who sent a copy of the plans and 
a photo of the courthouse to his brother Frederick Ernst Ruffini (of 
Austin) who in turn modified them for the Blanco County courthouse 
and for contractor Captain James B. Smith who then used the Ruffini 
design for the Callahan County Courthouse and the Concho County 
Courthouse. Oscar Ruffini then reused the F. E. Ruffini plans for the 
Mills and Sutton County Courthouses. It was listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1977. It is a Texas State Antiquities Land- 
mark and a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark. 
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Cooke County Courthouse — Gainesville 


Four courthouses have been constructed on this site. The first, in 1850, 
was a small log structure. In 1953, that structure was replaced by a 
one-story frame building that was destroyed by fire. The third court- 
house, a two-story limestone structure, completed in 1880, was de- 
stroyed by fire in 1909. Construction on the current Beaux Arts Style 
courthouse began in 1910. The 1912 Cooke County Courthouse was de- 
signed by the Dallas firm of Lang & Witchell. The courthouse was de- 
signed in the Beaux Arts style with some Prairie Style features and in- 
fluences from famed Chicago architect Louis Sullivan, particularly the 
ornamental plaster and stained glass. The courthouse, in the center of 
Gainesville, features black and white marbled interiors and a tall cen- 
tral atrium capped by a stained glass skylight under the tower. Cooke 
County received a planning grant in Round III and a construction grant 
in Round IV to restore the exterior of the building. In Round V, an inte- 
rior construction grant completed the full restoration of the building by 
opening the District Courtroom to its full height, exposing the natural 
light to the stained glass dome, restoring all interior finishes to their 
original appearance and color, and repairing its original tower clock to 
working order. The courthouse was rededicated on November 12, 2011. 
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Coryell County Courthouse — Gatesville 


Built in 1897—98 in Beaux Arts style. The modified cross-axial plan al- 
lowed the erection of a central tower. An important feature of the court 
house is the Massive Classical porticos, defining the north and south 
entries. The south portico has paired corner columns, while the north 
has single columns. The porticos rise from a one-story base of rusti- 
cated stone with arched entries in the lower level. The openings flank- 
ing the central arch are smaller on the north facade. Red sandstone 
Corinthian columns support white sandstone pediments, with the five 
pointed star of Texas inset in contrasting carved stone. The courthouse 
was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 1977. 
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1893 courthouse 


The county was named for 
George Cottle, who died at the 
Alamo. A small, one-story 
frame courthouse was fin- 
ished in May 1802. It was re- 
placed in November 1894 with 
= a two-story, brick building 
gi. With a prominent bell tower 
We designed by J. A. White. In 

= the fall of 1929, work began 
on the currant four-story, 
brick and terra cotta building that looms over the square. Stepped 
blocks project from a central mass, with carved eagles, stylized figures 
of justice and liberty, and inscriptions above each of the four entries. 
The unusual design, which has drawn comparison to an Egyptian tem- 
ple, makes it one of the most distinctive public buildings in the region. 
The 1930 Cottle County Courthouse is Moderne, but there are enough 
Classical elements as well as Art Deco details to make it interesting. 
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1927 courthouse 


Crane, Texas is located in 
west Texas 32 miles south of 
Odessa. In 1890 there were a 
reported 15 people in Crane 
county who had coffee with 
the census enumerator. 
Crane got a post office in 
1908. By 1918 they started 
building roads but by 1920 
there were only 37 people left in the county. The need for a courthouse 
was addressed in 1927 - the year the county was organized. At one 
point - water was so scarce that women sent their laundry to El Paso by 
train. Oil continues to be Crane's main revenue source. The county was 
finally organized in 1927. The 1948 Crane County Courthouse replaced 
the county's first (1927) courthouse.. Both county and city were both 
named after Wm. Carey Crane who was a founder of the old Baylor 
University in Independence, Texas. 





Crane County was one of the last Texas counties organized and the 
county seat of Crane is the only community in the entire county. 

















Crockett County Courthouse — Ozona 


Crockett County is located on the Edwards Plateau in the Texas. The 
county seat is Ozona. The Crockett County Courthouse is a historic 
courthouse built in 1902 at 907 Ave D, Ozona, Texas, United States. 
The Second Empire style building was designed by Oscar Ruffini of San 
Angelo. It was added to the National Register of Historic Places on De- 
cember 27, 1974. 


Crockett County was organized in 1891 and named after Davy Crockett. 
The first courthouse was a wood-frame structure built in 1891 by Sam 
T. Smith, the town carpenter. The building served the county until 
1902 when the present hand cut native limestone courthouse and jail 
were built. The estimated cost of the courthouse was $30,000 paid for 
by bonds issued by the county. In its first few decades of existence, the 
two-story structure also served as a community center for social events 
and weekly dances. 


According to Courthouses of Texas by Mavis Kelsey, Sr. and Donald 
Dyal, there had been faux (fake) clock faces painted on the main tower. 
It served as an early day community social center. The courthouse was 
used for cowboy dances, box suppers, Christmas trees and cattle 
roundup celebrations. In 1909 an arc light was added to the steeple to 
signal the sheriff and guide travelers to town. The Crockett County 
courthouse was recorded as a Texas Historic Landmark in 1966. 
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Crosby County Courthouse - Crosbyton 


The courthouse is a compact classical revival design by Fort Worth ar- 
chitect Marion L. Waller. The building celebrates its centennial in 

2014. Crosby County, created in 1876 and organized 1886, had its first 
county seat at Estacado (founded 1879 by a colony of Quakers). It was 
on a mail and stage road, in the northeast corner of the county. Freight 
hauling of materials was slow. County offices were in dugouts, shacks 
and wagons for two years, until the first courthouse could be completed 
in 1888. 


The second county seat was established in 1890 at Emma (named for 
the fiancee of R. L. Stringfellow, one of the town's promoters), nine 
miles west of here. The courthouse at Estacado was taken down, moved 
and rebuilt at cost of $3,000. It served 20 years. 


When the Crosbyton-South Plains Railroad was built in 1910, Emma 
was four miles off its route. Crosbyton won an election as the new 
county seat, and Julian Bassett (one of the founders of Crosbyton) 
donated a site for the courthouse. The county court met in the 
schoolhouse until the building of the present courthouse and jail in 
1914. County judge at that time was Pink Parrish. Commissioners were 
John K. Fullingim, W. E. McLaughlin, J. A. Noble and R. M. Wheeler. 
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1912 courthouse 


"In 1911 a new county, 
named after David Brown- 
ing Culberson, a Confeder- 
ate soldier and member of 
the Texas Legislature. 

iy When Culberson County 
-_ was organized in 1912, Van 
Horn was chosen as county 
seat. The srehitedi for the 1912 sean was E. E. Churchill. The 
style was Classical Revival and Mission Revival. The building material 
was stone and cost $75,000. The 1912 building was demolished in 
1967. The present courthouse was constructed in 1963 to 1964. The 
building faces west and is a one story buff colored brick and concrete 
structure. The current courthouse is located on landscaped grounds in 
the center of Van Horn. The central entrance along the west front of 
the rectangular shaped building is recessed with brick decorative walls 
on either side. The windows are vertical. The roof is hipped. In the inte- 
rior, the courtroom is located at the center of the east section. The 
building houses the State District Court, Constitutional County Court 
and County Justice Court. The building was remodeled in 2001. The ar- 
chitect was Cantrell & Stracener of Lubbock and the contractor was 
AAA Security Electric Company and DBA Local Contractor of Van 
Horn. 
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Dallham County Courthouse — Dalhart 


Created in 1876 and organized in 1891, Dallam County was named for 
Republic of Texas Attorney James W. Dallam (1818-1847). Texline, lo- 
cated on the line of the Fort Worth and Denver City Railroad and the 
only town in the county when it was organized, served as first county 
seat. A courthouse was built in 1891. Ten years later, when the Rock Is- 
land Railroad built a line through the county, the new town of Dalhart 
was established where the Rock Island and Fort Worth and Denver City 
rail lines crossed. The county commissioners court voted to move the 
county seat to Dalhart in 1903, and in May that year an election was 
held to approve bonds for a courthouse. County government soon out- 
grew the 1903 building, and in 1922 the voters approved more bonds 
for a new courthouse. Designed by the Amarillo architectural firm of 
Smith & Townes, this Classical Revival structure was completed in 
1923. Built of brick with cast stone detailing, the building rises from a 
rusticated ground floor to more finely detailed upper stories, and fea- 
tures Ionic columns, curvilinear parapets, and denticulated cornice. A 
fine example of its style, the courthouse continues to serve the citizens 
of Dalhart and Dallam County. Recorded Texas Historic Landmark — 


1991. 
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The Dallas County Court- 

m@ house, built in 1892 of red 

i i. ~« Sandstone with rusticated 

ot rien. Marble accents, is a historic 

at rrr et governmental building lo- 

Som ye Wee sai “aul arr cated at 100 South Houston 
SE UY pL eee Weer Street in Dallas, Texas. Also 

: =| known as the Old Red Court- 

ot gt house, it became the Old Red 

Museum, a local history museum, in 2007. It was designed in the 

Richardsonian Romanesque style of architecture by architect Max A. 

Orlopp, Jr. of the Little Rock, Arkansas based firm Orlopp & Kusener. 


nih 





In 1966 it was replaced by a newer courthouse building nearby. On De- 
cember 12, 1976, the 1892 courthouse was added to the National Regis- 
ter of Historic Places. In 2005-2007 it was renovated. 

















Dawson County Courthouse — Lamesa 
1916 courthouse 


Dawson County is 1n west 
Texas. The county seat is 
Lamesa. The county was cre- 
ated in 1876 and later orga- 
nized in 1905. It is named for 
Nicholas Mosby Dawson, a 
soldier of the Texas Revolu- 
tion. The 1916 brick Dawson 
County Courthouse stands on the square, originally Texas Renaissance 
in style, it was altered in 1952 with an addition and remodeling. 
Lamesa was founded in 1903. Most of its economy is based on cotton 
farming. 

















70 


a N ? , 
, oes ie. Shi 
we A ere lh) J at 
y ie , zt ° in ” 
| 1 ay ke 
4 af f, — P*) 
4 / 4t-4 
A “ike Te 
y jr hy 
t } 7 Lee 
a? .¥ 14 ay » 
 « f 
(aN Wh 
4 
‘ 


f 
¥ 
r 
Sy 
“4 i 
' 





Deaf Smith County Courthouse — Hereford 


Deaf Smith County is in Hereford, known as the "Beef Capital of the 
World". It was created in 1876 and organized in 1890. It was named 
for Erastus "Deaf" Smith, a partially deaf scout and soldier who served 
in the Texas Revolution. The Deaf Smith County Courthouse is truly 
one of a kind. It’s marble faced and it’s one of the only marble faced 
courthouses in the nation. More than 100 years ago, the people of Deaf 
Smith County decided they needed a bigger courthouse to host the 
events they would often hold. "Back then they used the courthouse for 
church, for parties, whatever,” stated Carolyn Waters, Chairman of 
Deaf Smith County Historical Comision. Lawmakers at the time, how- 
ever, did not want it. They raised the bond from $50,000 to a little over 
$100,000. By doing this they figured the people of Deaf Smith County 
would not care to pass the bond, and forget about the idea. To their 
surprise, the bond passed. Courthouse fires were pretty common. Hav- 
ing the marble walls helped to combat the fires. For many in the town, 
it was a new beginning. The old 1891 courthouse moved across the 
street from the new one and became St. Anthony’s Church. The current 
1910 courthouse is four stories high and about four times bigger than 
the original courthouse. The four story brick courthouse is constructed 
of Georgia marble veneer and brick. The building was the second mar- 
ble courthouse built in the U.S.. The main facade features a classical 
portico with very simple columns with no capitals and a pediment ris- 
ing above. Cost to build: $125,000. 
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Delta County Courthouse — Cooper 


The Delta County Courthouse is a historic, three-story building in 
Cooper. The first courthouse was built in 1873, in the town square. 
Confederate and Union veterans of the Civil War planted pecan trees 
on the square around the courthouse, to symbolize the end of conflict. 
While construction of a new courthouse was underway in 1898, the 
original 1873 courthouse was destroyed in a fire. Construction of the 
second courthouse was completed in 1900. After the Great Depression, 
the new courthouse was built by the Works Progress Administration. 
The building has remained virtually unchanged since. Delta County's 
economy plummeted in 1926 when the local cotton crop failed. The 
county's economy was slow to recover, finally reaching a steady level in 
the late 1930s. In 1940, the Works Progress Administration (WPA) be- 
gan working on improving several items in Delta County. Among these 
projects was the demolition of the existing courthouse and the con- 
struction of a new one. The new courthouse was built at a cost of 
$110,450. The courthouse was designed by architect Hook Smith. The 
building was constructed in a modern architecture style, and is three 
stories tall. The present courthouse was constructed two blocks west of 
the previous building, on the site of the former Blackwell Livery Stable, 
which had closed in 1912. 
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1896 courthouse 


@2 The 1896 "Courthouse on the 

=) Square", now a museum, served for 
eighty-one years. The Romanesque 
mae Style is one of the most beautiful in 
bamiea Texas. Stone was quarried on 
William Ganzer’s farm. David 
Hughes of Fort Worth furnished 
eighty-two red Burnet County 
granite columns. William Whyburn 
f8 furnished the caps and bases for 
these columns. Long & McCormick 
furnished the plumbing fixtures, 
and the Waco Electric Supply and Construction provided wiring, fixtures, speaking 
tubes, mouth pieces, and whistles. Nels Johnson of Manistee, Michigan installed the 
"century tower clocks" with four illuminated dials of five feet diameter. The clock was 
converted to electric power in 1939. Much of the original mechanism is still in work- 
ing order. Built on the highest elevation within the city of Denton, it could be seen 
from miles around. In 1970 the courthouse was named a Recorded Texas Historic 
Landmark. The building was added to the National Register of Historic Places on De- 
cember 22, 1977, and the city of Denton designated it a Historic Landmark in 1982. 
The newest courthouse, pictured above, was dedicated in November 2021. 
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DeWitt County Courthouse — Cuero 


This Romanesque revival style structure is built of brown sandstone 
and pink granite quarried from near Marble Falls. Initially, the tower 
and the corner roofs were topped with fluted finials. The 1896 DeWitt 
County Courthouse was designed in the Romanesque Revival style by 
noted architect Arthur O. Watson and completed under the supervision 
of Eugene T. Heiner. By the 21st century, the courthouse's original slate 
roof had been replaced with one of Spanish tile. The 1950s interior al- 
terations included original rich, Victorian details that had been merci- 
lessly stripped or covered in turquoise tile, dropped ceilings, and a new 
floor level that had been inserted into the district courtroom. This 
project began with the exterior and has progressed into a full restora- 
tion of the courthouse, inside and out. The district courtroom was re- 
opened to its historic two-story height and its balcony was replicated. 
The building's long-missing iron stairs, with their decorative railings, 
were replicated as well, along with the elaborate woodwork lining the 
hallways and courtrooms. As many as 20,000 turkeys have been driven 
down the streets of Cuero. Since 1908, these gobblers, which could 
have been our national bird, would trot from their roosts along main 
street down to the packing house. People soon started flocking to see 
them. In 1912, the first Cuero Turkey Trot was held. 
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Dickens County Courthouse — Dickens 


The Dickens County Courthouse is one of the most beautiful public 
buildings in West Texas. Completed in 1893, it has seen continuous 
daily use since then. Constructed out of native stone, the two story 
building is the oldest courthouse and was the first public building in 
the 54 county region of West Texas. It was overseen by master stone- 
mason Pat Cornett. The courthouse has retained much of its original 
charm and character, including its gray stone walls from a quarry out- 
side of town on the Blackwell Ranch. This beautiful gray stone is not 
found anywhere else. In the early days, the big courtroom on the sec- 
ond floor served as a gathering place for community events. Sometimes 
preachers beat the Bible in the courtroom to save sinners and politi- 
cians gave speeches there. The courthouse was a square building with a 
cupola on top. The roof was sheet iron. With many valleys and steep 
pitch, it immediately began to cause trouble. Bats were also a problem. 
The commissioners decided in 1936 to tear off the old roof and replace 
it with a flat roof. The cupola was discarded in the dump grounds. At a 
later date, after a fire, the cupola was recognized and brought back to 
town and is now on display at the Dickens County Museum. In 1975 the 
courthouse was added to the National Historical Register. Having been 
declared a state historical building several years before this would be 
the first public building in the 54 West Texas counties to be given this 
honor by the National Historical Society. 
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Dimmit County Courthouse — Carrizo Springs 


Completion came in 1884. The 1884 courthouse remained virtually un- 
changed for many years until the 1920s. San Antonio architect Henry 
T. Phelps decided to enlarge it. The features of the original Italianate 
style building, such as the hipped, mansard roof and double-gallery 
wood porch at the south side entrance, were removed and the north 
and south sides of the building were extended. The main entrance to 
the building was moved to the west side with the addition of four ionic 
columns and a recessed porch. A cornice with dentils, an entablature 
with St. John’s crosses ornamenting it and a parapet over the main en- 
trance with the county name, completed the transformation of the 
building to a Classical Revival style. The St. John’s cross motif can also 
be seen in the upper part of the second floor windows. The center of the 
rear of the building and a portion of the wall inside the recessed front 
porch survive from the original 1884 structure. The building’s new cor- 
nerstone was laid on September 29, 1926 and the building was com- 
pleted on March 29, 1927. Later changes included new exterior doors, 
repairs to the leaking roof and the laying of terrazzo on the ground 
floor. In February of 2002, the county was awarded a grant from the 
Texas Historical Commission for $2,403,913.00 for the restoration of 
the courthouse to its 1927 condition. The work was completed and the 
courthouse was rededicated on November 18, 2004. 

















Donley County Courthouse — Clarendon 


The Romanesque Revival courthouse, completed in 1891, is the design 
of the architectural firm of Bulger and Rapp. It is now the oldest func- 
tioning courthouse in the Texas Panhandle. The structure is asymmet- 
rical (no two sides of the building are alike), which is an unusual fea- 
ture for this type of building in Texas during that time. Damage from a 
tornado in the 1930s resulted in the removal of the original third floor 
and tower. Prior to renovation, the courthouse had serious problems 
with water infiltration and bats infesting the attic due to a deteriorating 
metal cornice. The project included reconstruction of the third floor 
and was a dramatic transformation. It was completed in July 2003. 
Donley County is named for Stockton P. Donley, skilled criminal lawyer 
and elected Texas Supreme Court Judge. One of the most famous cases 
to be tried here was in November 1909 when G.R. Miller was sentenced 
to die for murdering two young men. He was hanged from the brand 
new scaffold several blocks from the courthouse in what was to be the 
last legal hanging in the Panhandle. 
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Duval County Courthouse — San Diego TX 


In 1848 Ventura Flores sold some land on San Diego Creek to Pablo 
Pérez. The community Perez established there, called Perezville, was 
the precursor of San Diego. In 1858 the Texas legislature formed Duval 
County, named for Burr H. Duval, who fought in the Texas Revolution 
and was killed in the Goliad Massacre. 


Duval County has always been somewhat off the beaten track of devel- 
opment. In 1876 San Diego was selected as the county seat. The first 
courthouse was a two story frame structure designed by B H Helden- 
feld and built in 1879 at a cost of $3,700, and which burned in 1914. 
The 1916 Courthouse, designed in Classical Revival Style, comprises a 
simple rectangular tripartite building of brick masonry, at a cost of 
$70,000. 


The building faces north and is a two story red colored brick and con- 
crete structure. The building is located on landscaped grounds in the 
center of San Diego. The building has a raised basement. The north 
front has a central entrance on the first story with three windows on 
the second story with wide belt above and peak at the roof line. The 
east and west sections are recessed and lower in height. 
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Eastland County Courthouse — Eastland 


The Texas Legislature created Eastland County in 1858. In 1873 Merri- 
man became the county seat. Charles Connellee and Jack Daugherty 
platted the new town of Eastland near the center of the county, and by 
a vote of 67 to 60 the county seat moved here in 1875. The commission- 
ers met in a stone building across from the town square. An 1896 fire 
destroyed the 1883 courthouse. In 1898, the county completed a new 
three-story courthouse and jail in Eastland. Following oil and natural 
gas booms in the 1910s and 1920s, voters approved $300,000 in bonds 
for a new building designed by the Dallas architectural firm of Otto H. 
Lang and Frank O. Witchell. The grand new building opened by De- 
cember 1928 with space for county, district and appellate courts and 
offices. The Art Deco style courthouse exhibits stepped massing in its 
design, with prominent wings accenting a central tower. The building is 
clad in brick with ornate decorative terra cotta trim and ornamenta- 
tion. Details include carved eagles, shields and medallions, pilasters, 
tripartite arched entryways, and stylized decorative banding. The East- 
land County Courthouse gained widespread fame as the final resting 
place for "Old Rip," a celebrated horned toad reputedly liberated from 
the cornerstone of the prior courthouse. (2007) 
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1904 courthouse 


The county is named for the 
Confederate General 
Matthew D. Ector. The 1891 
courthouse was a frame 
building, known as the 
Odessa Sanatorium. Built by 
the Methodists, it never was 
used as a hospital or rest 
home for the ill. It was pulled 
down and the material used to build the first Ector County Courthouse. 
In 1904 a 2-story red stone courthouse was built just east of the early 
one. At that time Odessa had 400 people and little hope for growth, be- 
cause of drouths and their effects on cattle raising. After oil discoveries 
of 1926 stimulated Ector's development, a 3-story cement building was 
erected in 1938. The fourth structure was dedicated April 12, 1964, by 
governor John Connally. The Ector County Courthouse was built in 
1964 and constructed around its 1938 predecessor. The earlier temple 
of justice fashioned of stone was designed by Elmer Withers, while the 
standing concrete and steel capitol was a product of Peters & Fields. 

















80 





Edwards County Courthouse — Rocksprings 


Edwards County was named for Nacogdoches settler and empresario 
Haden Edwards. Formed in 1858 but not organized until 1883. The 
first 1883 courthouse burned on July 10, 1888. In 1891, a new, more 
centrally located site was selected for the county seat. The town that 
was founded was named Rocksprings, after the natural springs that 
bubbled forth from the crevices of the rocks in Llano Canyon. A local 
town store served as the courthouse until the current courthouse was 
built. Is has native limestone in a Romanesque Revival style. Almost 
square in shape, the hipped roof had Mansard cupolas over the north 
and south side entrances, a balcony, and stone arches over the win- 
dows. On December 23, 1898 the courthouse was gutted by fire, leaving 
only the outer walls, and these details were lost. The original architects 
rebuilt the courthouse the following year. Stone gables with carved de- 
signs replaced the Mansard roofs and simple lintels over the windows 
replaced the stone arches. On April 12, 1927, a tornado, which devas- 
tated most of the town, destroyed the courthouse's roof which was later 
repaired. The courthouse itself was one of the few buildings in town left 
standing. 
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Ellis County Courthouse — Waxahachie 


Designed by J. Riely Gordon and completed in 1897, the Ellis County 
Courthouse emulates the Romanesque Revival style. Elaborate surface 
ornamentation, the use of contrasting masonry building materials, and 
the picturesque massing establishes the courthouse as one of Gordon's 
best-known buildings. sculptor Harry Herley arrived in Waxahachie in 
1895 to work on carvings for the courthouse project during it’s con- 
struction. The itinerant English artist moved into Mama Frame’s 
boarding house, where he met and fell in love with her beautiful 16- 
year-old daughter Mabel. As his work continued on the courthouse, 
Harry’s love for Mabel grew, and he carved her angelic countenance to 
top the exterior columns of the courthouse. 

















El Paso County Courthouse — El Paso 


The present El Paso County Courthouse - El Paso, Texas was built in 
1991. The architects were - Garland & Hilles/Fischer Cordova Partners 
The style of the building is modern. The used material are - Steel & 
concrete with Alamo shaped granite entrance and sky-blue reflective 
glass. The U. S. Federal courthouse is in the foreground. The building is 
fourteen stories high, counting the basement and the mechanical floor, 
and contains over 405,000 square feet of usable space. Thirty thousand 
cubic yards of concrete were used in its frame, and some of the piers 
underground are over one hundred feet deep and six feet in diameter. 














rt. 
i ; 
> 
sy 
iv 
‘ : 
3 
, 
é ‘ 
) 


ge 
a 
bd 
' BP 
or 
a 
_s 


Erath County Courthouse — Stephenville 


Named for John M. Stephen, Stephenville became county seat in 1856. 
The 1856 courthouse was destroyed by fire in 1866. A new courthouse 


was built in 1892. J. Riely Gordon designed it. Construction contract 
was awarded to S. A. Tomlinson of Fort Worth, built in Romanesque 
Revival style. It features locally-quarried limestone accented with 


Pecos sandstone. The central clock tower of the historic courthouse has 


been the most prominent feature of the surrounding landscape for 
more than a century. Recorded Texas Historic Landmark - 1963 
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Falls County Courthouse — Marlin 
1888 courthouse 


Falls County dates from 1850. The first 
courthouse was a log cabin. In 1855 the 
county seat was renamed Marlin. The sec- jg. ie — 
ond courthouse, of white cedar, burned in god i 
1870. The third courthouse was completed" al 
by 1876 but was damaged in an 1886 storm. Apusion ere Pucené 
Heiner designed the fourth courthouse, completed in 1888. It deterio- 
rated quickly. Work began on a fifth courthouse in 1938. The corner- 
stone was set on July 4, 1939, and the building was completed by De- 
cember. Much of the facade is Austin shellstone; Texas pink granite 
makes up the entry steps. The courthouse was designed in the Art 
Moderne style by architect Arthur E. Thomas of Dallas, and was con- 
structed by San Antonio contractors Hill and Combs. Its symmetrical 
facade is dominated by a three-story central entry tower with key pat- 
tern stonework across the tower parapet. Among its unusual features 
are the massive shellstone entry surrounds and decorative corner pi- 
lasters. Arthur E. Thomas designed various other notable structures in 
Texas from the late 1930s to 1970, including other courthouses and 
projects for the Marlin Independent School District. The 1939 Falls 
County courthouse continues to serve as the center of county govern- 
ment. Recorded Texas Historic Landmark-2000 
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Fannin County Courthouse — Bonham 


1888 courthouse _ COUT eX4) pe BRO PUBSIC CQOSEET Echaam runs 


The Fannin County Court- 
house was built in 1888-1889 
of rough-cut local limestone 
from Gober by Scottish-born 
stonemasons Kane and Cor- 
mack, it was designed in the 
Second Empire style. Its cen- 
tral clock tower and elaborate 
mansard roof were destroyed 
by fire on New Year's Eve, December 31, 1929, and were replaced by a 
flat roof. In 1965 the courthouse was modernized, the remaining roof 
pediments were removed and the exterior was covered with a smooth 
surface, as a Moderne or rather plain Art Deco building. In 2008 the 
county received a state historical renovation grant and discussion en- 
sued about whether to restore the building to its earlier grandeur. On 
November 8, 2016, a courthouse restoration bond proposal was passed 
by Fannin County voters. This $12.5 million bond, in conjunction with 
a matching $5 million grant from the Texas Historical Commission, 
will restore the courthouse to its original 1888 design. 
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Fayette County Courthouse — LaGrange 


The Fayette County Courthouse and the Fayette County Jail are two 
historic buildings in La Grange, Texas. The courthouse was designed by 
James Riely Gordon and built in 1891 by Martin, Byrne and Johnston. 
The jail was built earlier in 1881 by Fritz Schulte and designed by John 
Andrewartha and James Wahrenberger. Both buildings were added to 
the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) as a single listing on 
January 23, 1975. and designated a Texas State Antiquities Landmark 
on January 1,1981 by the Texas Historical Commission (THC). 


Rare among courthouses, this structure originally had an open atrium 
at its center providing ample natural ventilation and lighting, and fea- 
tured a large fountain, cast iron sculptures, and tropical plants. En- 
closed for vaults and office space many years ago, the atrium was re- 
opened recreating what is sure to be one of the most uniquely beautiful 
features to be found in a courthouse in this state. 


The entire building was restored to its historic appearance in a manner 
that will provide both aesthetic beauty and functional utility for the 
county. Work began in June 2003 and was completed in March 2005. 
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1910 courthouse 


Fisher County is named for 
Samuel Rhoads Fisher, a 
signer of the Texas Declara- 
tion of Independence. Fisher 
county has had three court- 
houses - 1886, 1910, and 


1972. 





The current courthouse was 
built in 1972. Its architect was Lovett and Sellar and Associates. The 
style is Modern and building materials, brick. One commentator said - 
"The modern splendor of the 1972 Fisher County courthouse rivals the 
architectural styles of today's convenience stores and emergency medi- 
cal clinics." In an election held in April 1886, Roby was declared the 
county seat. The first county court was held in a shed behind the V. H. 
Anderson House, which served as the town's first post office. A frame 
courthouse was built on the southwest corner of the town square and 
was replaced over the years by a succession of other structures. The 
1910 Fisher County Courthouse was of Classical Revival style. Its archi- 
tect was Andrew J. Bryan. The 1910 courthouse was demolished. 




















1911 courthouse 


Floyd County is northeast of 
Lubbock in the High Plains 
region of the Panhandle. It 
was named for the Alamo 

“&# martyr Dolphin Ward Floyd. 
The move to organize Floyd 
County produced heated ri- 
valry among its developing 
communities for the honor of 
being the county seat. Floyd City won by a vote of 55 to 33. Floyd City 
was renamed Floydada in 1892. 





The first courthouse was designed by J.N. Smith, stood two stories 
above the plains, and cost the county $7,456. It was square in shape 
and measured 48 feet x 48 feet. A “strong fence” was erected to protect 
the grounds from roaming Floyd County cattle. While it had enough 
luck to survive the Depression, its fortune ran out in 1949. During a 
renovation project, its dome was being removed and its roof was being 
repaired when a blazing inferno began and tore the courthouse apart. 
There was, evidently, not enough left to salvage it. So, Floyd County de- 
molished it a year later in 1950. 
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Foard County Courthouse — Crowell 
1891 courthouse 


Foard County, named for | 
Robert L. Foard, a lawyer and 
former Confederate officer, 
has had two courthouses: 
1891 and 1910. By 1909, the 
first courthouse proved too 
small for the needs of the 
county, and voters passed a 
bond election for the purpose 
of building a new one. The 
Commissioners Court selected Elmer G. Withers as architect, R. H. 
Stuckey as superintendent, and G. W. Brillhart of Abilene as contrac- 
tor. Completed in 1910, the Classical Revival courthouse featured a 
statue of Lady Justice atop a domed cupola and prominent porticoes 
with paired Corinthian columns on each side. Tornado damage in 1942 
resulted in the loss of these features, but the courthouse was repaired 
and still retains the basic configuration of its original design. Recorded 
Texas Historic Landmark - 2001. 
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Fort Bend County Courthouse — Richmond 


The 1910 Fort Bend County Courthouse is one of the strongest exam- 
ples of the “Texas Renaissance” style, a neo-classicism favored in the 
early decades of the twentieth century. Based on Italian Renaissance 
models and especially the work of Andrea Palladio, the style was well 
suited for civic buildings, imparting a noble sensibility to modestly 
sized buildings. The courthouse was designed by Charles Henry Page, 
one of the state’s preeminent architects of his time. 


The hemispherical, copper-clad dome, although set on a moderately 
tall drum, appears low and squat from the ground. A columned lantern 
with its own dome caps the dome, topped by a statue of Lady Justice. 
Four clock faces mounted low on the lantern appear as afterthoughts, 
since they do not fit the base of the lantern. Each of the four projecting 
corner bays is topped by a pair of copper segmental arch pediments 
and a small copper clad dome, adding emphasis by turning the corners 
into vestigial towers. 

















Franklin County Courthouse — Mt Vernon 


Mt. Vernon was established in 1849 on land donated by Stephen and 
Rebecca Keith, and a public square was surveyed in the 24-acre plat. 
When Franklin County was created in 1875, Mt. Vernon was voted 
county seat, and a wooden building northeast of the square was used as 
the first courthouse. Lots on the block north of the square were soon 
purchased for $150 for a 2-story wooden jail costing $1,600. In 1878 a 
brick courthouse was built on the square at a cost of $5,500. 


In 1910 county commissioners ordered an election to decide the build- 
ing of a new courthouse and jail. The commissioners’ court then re- 
scinded that order, called for construction warrants to be issued with- 
out election, and levied a property tax to pay for the new buildings. Cit- 
izens filed suit against the county, and in January, 1911, the district 
court prevented construction from proceeding. An appellate court 
overturned the decision and by December, 1911, the Texas Supreme 
Court had affirmed this method of financing county buildings. Within 
days of the landmark decision, Franklin County commissioners 
awarded a contract to L. R. Wright & Co. to construct this courthouse 
and adjacent jail. The buildings were completed in 1912 at a cost of 
$55,000. 

















Freestone County Courthouse — Fairfield 


Freestone County, located in east central Texas, has had four court- 
houses: 1851, 1855, 1891, 1919. The first of the four courthouses was a 
small wooden building described as "no better than a pigsty. The threat 
of Indian hostilities kept most from homesteading in Freestone County 
until the Treaty of Bird's Fort. Within three years of the treaty, colo- 
nization, primarily from Southern states, had been so successful that 
the counties surrounding Freestone had already been organized. In 
1850, the Texas Legislature formed Freestone County from Limestone 
County. 


Freestone is a descriptive name referring to the quality of the soil. Orig- 
inally named Mound Prairie, the community began life around 1850 on 
a 100 acre tract of land donated by David Hall Love. In 1891 and again 
in 1918 Wortham and Teague both challenged Fairfield for the role of 
county seat but both lost to the established Fairfield. The current court- 
house was completed in 1919. The architect was W.R. Kaufman. The 
style is Classical Revival. The building contractor was William M. Rice. 
Building materials used for the 4-story building with a raised basement 
included brick with classical details. A 2-story classical entrance porch 
features 4 Modified Ionic columns. A cornice runs around the building 
just below the top floor and a smaller one above the top floor windows. 
Cost to build was $136,000. 
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Frio County Courthouse — Pearsall 


1904 courthouse 


Frio is named for the Frio 
River, meaning “cold”. The 
county has had four court- 
houses: 1872, 1876, 1904, 
1950. The 1872 courthouse 
in Frio Town, the first 
county seat, burned in 1877. 
A new stone courthouse was 
constructed with assistance 
of local rancher W. J. Slaughter, and is still standing today on private 
property in Old Frio Town, 16 miles northwest of Pearsall on FM 140. 
It is not close to the road and is on private property. Frio City became 
the first county seat of Frio County. Carting cypress shingles from 
Leakey, L.J.W. Edwards completed the first Frio County courthouse in 
January 1872. The same year, the town's stone jail was built. The jail 
eventually housed such famed outlaws as Sam Bass, Jesse James, 
Frank James, and writer William Sydney Porter. The 1904 brick court- 
house was designed by H. T. Phelps. It was altered in 1937 and 1950. 
When it was originally built, this courthouse had a third story, a hipped 
roof with dormers and a bell tower in the center over the front entrance 
with a pyramidal cap. 
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Gaines County Courthouse — Seminole 


Court House, Seminole, Texas. 1906 courthouse 
SJ l Gaines county, in far west 
= NS Texas, was named for James 
: Gaines, a merchant who 
signed the Texas Declaration 
of Independence. It has had 
three courthouses: 1906, 
— 1919, 1955. The town of 
= Seminole was named for lo- 
cal Indian watering holes fed 
by numerous active springs. Indian Wells, located on the draw nine 
miles south of Seminole, was an important camping place in earlier 
times. Large-scale oilfield drilling and irrigation have dried up most of 
the area's springs, and the local sandy soils support only mesquite and 
grasses. The last great Comanche chief, Quanah Parker, was born near 
Cedar Lake in the northeast section of the county. First store and post 
office were established in 1905 by W. B. Austin of nearby Caput. Semi- 
nole grew slowly, being chiefly important as a trading center. Arrival of 
the Midland and Northwestern Railroad (1918) and development of 
highways and oil resources all helped seed the town's later expansion. 
The first courthouse was built in 1906. The 1922 Gaines County Court- 
house designed by Sanguinet & Staats was extensively remodeled in 
1955 resulting in a Modern county capitol fashioned of limestone and 
concrete with a box-like mien. 
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The current Galveston 
County Courthouse was dedi- 
cated on May 2, 2006. The 
style is Modern. Designed by 
Bat Architects, the contractor 
was Kelso/Gilbane. The ahlnnl 
structure is made of concrete, | Hie) 
brick & stone with reflective —ae 
glass. The 1966 courthouse is 
still used for some services. 


In 1895 Galveston County officials announced a com-petition for the 
design of anew courthouse. After protests from citizens, the competi- 
tion was cancelled. However, a fire heavily damaged the Eugene Heiner 
courthouse (actually, a remodeling of an older courthouse) in 1896 and 
the competition was back on again in 1897. 


A High Victorian architect, Nicholas J. Clayton, was responsible for 
many of the residential, commercial and public buildings in Galveston. 
His work was so prolific that local historians refer to the Clayton Era. 


After selecting a design by local architect Nicholas J. Clayton, the 
county was forced to withdraw the award and eventually hired the Fort 
Worth firm of Marshall Sanguinet to design the Beaux Arts building, 
completed in 1898. It survived the Great Galveston Hurricane of Sep- 
tember 1900 but was demolished in 1966. 
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Garza County Courthouse — Post 


Garza County is named for a pioneer Bexar (Bear) County family (José 
Antonio de la Garza), as it was once a part of that county. It is located 
southeast of Lubbock. After Garza County's creation in 1876, it was not 
until 1907, at the initiative of cereal producer C. W. Post, that the 
county was formally organized. Post was founded in 1907 as a utopian 
venture by, and named for, cereal king C.W. Post From 1909 to 1913, 
C.W. Post built a cotton gin and a cotton mill, and attempted to im- 
prove agriculture production through rainmaking, involving the heavy 
use of explosives fired from kites and towers along the rim of the 
Caprock Escarpment. 


In 1922, when the population had grown to about 4500 and the cotton 
industry had spurred economic growth, citizens approved the sale of 
bonds to finance a new courthouse. The commissioners court selected 
prominent regional architect Guy Carlander of Amarillo to design the 
courthouse, and awarded the construction bid to the Fred T. Bone 
Company, also of Amarillo. Built in 1923 of reinforced concrete with 
brick exterior and cast stone details, the Garza County courthouse is a 
late, but fine, example of Prairie School architecture. Recorded Texas 
Historic Landmark - 2000 
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1882 courthouse 


Gillespie County has had 
three courthouses: 1854, 
1882, 1939. The 1939 build- 
ing was designed by Edward 
Stein of Moderne style and 
built of brick. Construction = i | 

began on the courthouse in : y OX 

September 1938 after an elec- 

tion in August approved the issuance of bonds for the project. The fed- 
eral government would contribute $65,450 to the construction of the 
building; this represented approximately 45% of the cost of the build- 
ing. The Former Gillespie County Courthouse from 1882 is now used as 
the Gillespie County Library. It is located on the Public Square near the 
current courthouse. It was designed by Alfred Giles, English Architect 
turned Texas Sheep Rancher. With its formal balance, heavy decorative 
consoles, and Classical roof slopes, it possesses the dignity characteris- 
tic of Renaissance Revival buildings. It was used until 1939. 


wer 


j 


20 


y : 


i 
x 
Se 
9 
n / 


“s 
‘ 


a 


13 
Sell 
— 














98 











Tig 
iS Fi : 


tl 





1894 courthouse & jail 


The Glasscock County Court- 
house, located in Garden 
City, Glasscock County, was 
built in 1909 to 1910 at a cost 
of $28,000, it was designed 
by Georgia-born American 
architect Edward Columbus 
Wem, Hosford, who is noted for the 
‘s courthouses and other build- 
ings that he designed in Flor- 
ida, Georgia and Texas. It 
was built of granite and rusticated stone with gable front porticoes on 
all sides, each of which is supported by four 2-story Doric columns. Un- 
like the Mason County Courthouse also designed by Hosford and built 
at the same time for $39,786, the Glasscock County Courthouse has no 
clock tower cupola in the center of its roof and its side porticoes are 
smaller than the other two. The prior courthouse, a small 2-story stone 
building, still stands on the property. It was used as a jail after the 
present courthouse was built but is now closed. 
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Goliad County Courthouse — Goliad 


Limestone and brick from the 1870 courthouse were used in this 1894 
construction. A Second Empire Style courthouse, it cost $67,888.95. It 
suffered the loss of its towers to a 1942 hurricane. An earlier tornado in 
1902 forced the courthouse to be used as a hospital and morgue. It was 
enlarged in 1964, preserving the carved staircases and walnut wain- 
scots. The restoration of the courthouse included recreation of the tow- 
ers, Slate roof, and cresting. Suspended ceilings were removed to reveal 
painted metal vaulting. The district courtroom was fully restored to in- 
clude a replicated pressed metal ceiling, balconies and furnishings. 
Construction was completed in June 2004. On the north courthouse 
lawn there is a tree called "The Hanging Tree." At various times be- 
tween 1846 and 1870, this tree served as the site of court sessions. 
Death sentences pronounced by the court were carried out immediately 
with a rope and a strong limb. During the 1857 Cart War, in which 
Texan freighters perpetrated a series of vicious attacks against Mexican 
cart drivers along the Indianola-Goliad-San Antonio Road, this site 
witnessed a number of unauthorized lynchings before the conflict was 
brought to an end by Texas rangers. Approximately 70 men lost their 
lives during the conflict, some of them on this tree. 














100 





Gonzales County Courthouse — Gonzales 


The 1894 nuilding is the second to serve as the county courthouse. The 
first 1858 unit burned in 1893. The current one is Romanesque Revival 
style and with red brick and white limestone. The limestone came from 
Firmin Maurin for construction. The structure cost $64,450. The build- 
ing was extensively repaired in 1958, including receiving a new roof, 
and received historic restoration in 1997. On top of the courthouse is a 
clock that was installed in 1896. It worked like clockwork until nobody 
was left who could repair it. On March 18, 1921, while awaiting his 
death, convicted killer Albert Howard cursed the clock forever. Legend 
has it that while he was awaiting his execution, Howard would look 
outside the cell window and concentrate on the number of hours he 
had left to live. He swore to those who would listen (and many who 
wouldn't) that his innocence would be proven by the clock. He claimed 
that the hands of the four clocks would never show the same time 
again. Sure enough, he was hanged, and the clocks went haywire. It 
wasn't until 1990 before Henry Christian of Gonzales contributed 
money and time for the repairs. Now it works as good as ever, except 
for the time before the last hanging. 
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Gray County Courthouse — Pampa 


The Gray County Courthouse in Pampa, was built in 1929. It was de- 
signed in Beaux-Arts style by architects W.R. Kaufman & Son, and was 
built by Harland L. Case. The four-story steel frame building is covered 
in a veneer of Indiana limestone and buff-colored brick. Dark red mar- 
ble line the interior halls and foyer, complimented by red marble stair- 
ways. A coffered, ornamental plaster design accentuates the high ceil- 
ings and carved oak panels and golden oak benches enhance the court- 
room and hallways. A frieze over each of the facades reads “Gray 
County Court House”, with Latin-letter “V” for “U”. Locals called it 
their “Covnty Covrt Hovse”. The fourth floor once served as jail with six 
compartments designed to accommodate six prisoners each. Although 
the courthouse underwent a series of upgrades and renovations over 
the course of the 20th century, the changes were relatively minimal, 
making the courthouse restoration job, completed in 2003, somewhat 
more straightforward for the renovation architects. With a Texas His- 
toric Courthouse Preservation Program grant, the courthouse has been 
returned to its original appearance. The courthouse anchors a collec- 
tion of civic buildings, including the jail, City Hall, and the fire station, 
that all reflect a similar style due to Kaufman’s hand in the designs and, 
together, provide a suggestion of the “City Beautiful” movement occur- 
ring nationwide in the early 20th century. 
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1876 courthouse 


Grayson County has had 
seven courthouses: three 
_| during 1847 to 1853, then 
1853, 1859, 1876, 1936. The 
1 ap first courthouse in 1847 cost 
, Sethe $232. It served for one year. 
al Be |) A log cabin was next. The 
Te third was a two-story frame 
building. The forth came in 
1853. An 1859 unit fell into 
disuse by the early 1870s. 
The railroad was a boon to the local economy and the majestic 1876 
courthouse was built, a two-story edifice with tower supporting a 
cupola containing a clock and a bell, burned in 1930. Due to the De- 
pression, it was six years before the current limestone courthouse was 
built, in part with federal grants and loans. The 1936 courthouse was 
built in Moderne style. It was designed by architects Voelcker and 
Dixon. 
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1897 courthouse 


The current 1932 Art-Deco 
courthouse was built of 
brick, terra cotta and marble. As 
The 1897 courthouse was de- | 
signed by Marshall R. San- 
guinet or Fort Worth. Mr. 
Sanguinet was famous for his 
courthouse designs. This Ro- | 
manesque style building was 
made of dark red brick, giving rise to later Gregg County residents re- 
ferring to it as "The Old Red Courthouse". It was a two-story building 
with a three-story tower contiguous with the extended entrance which 
had a small turret at each corner. The remainder of the roof was 
gabled. It utilized some of the native sandstone, re-finished, from the 
previous courthouse. It also had some of the white limestone from the 
earlier building above the windows and over the arched entrance. The 
courthouse had four chimneys." It was demolished in 1896. 
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Grimes County Courthouse — Anderson 


The first Grimes County Courthouse was constructed from cedar logs. 
Fire destroyed this structure in 1838 and in 1850 a ferocious wind de- 
stroyed the second Courthouse. W.W. Arrington designed the third 
Courthouse and built it from stone in February, 1859. This third court- 
house burned on May 15, 1890 and the fire of January 20, 1893 de- 
stroyed the fourth courthouse. Presently, this, the fifth courthouse, was 
built in 1894. The Courthouse bricks have 3 distinct colors: (1) the orig- 
inal hand molded red brick of the surviving 1891 east wall vaults; (2) 
the 1894 pinkish red brick on the south, west and part of the north 
walls; and (3) a rustic brown colored brick on a section of the north 
wall. The third color of brick has an interesting story. The bricklayer 
had run out of bricks and was waiting impatiently for a wagonload of 
bricks to be delivered. While waiting for the bricks to arrive, he went 
around town gathering a few bricks to keep his job moving along. 
When the wagon arrived, he continued bricking with the original 
bricks. Working with the Texas Historical Commission,on March 2, 
2002 grand opening ceremonies took place of the beautifully restored 
Courthouse. In order to get the grant from the Historical Commission, 
the courthouse had to be remodeled to look as close to the original con- 
struction in 1894. 
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Guadalupe County Courthouse — Seguin 
1858 courthouse 


Seguin, named in honor of Juan Seguin, a 
Tejano Texian freedom fighter and early 
supporter of the Republic of Texas, is one of 
the oldest towns in Texas, founded just 16 
months after the Texas Revolution began. 
Seguin was a cradle of the Texas Rangers 
and home to the celebrated Captain Jack 
Hays, perhaps the most famous Ranger of 
all. The county was founded in 1846 and is 
named after Guadalupe River. The original 
courthouse was completed in 1909, two 
years after the seat of Guadalupe County 
was established in 1891. The current court- 
house dates from 1935. The architects were 
L.M. Wirtz & Harold Calhoun. The style is "federal" with Art Deco des 
tails. Given the tight fit on the block, there isn't room for additions. 
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Hale County Courthouse — Plainview 


Hale County is in northwest Texas, about forty miles north of Lubbock. 
The county was named for John C. Hale, who died at the battle of San 
Jacinto. It was the home of the noted former Hale County Judge, Judge 
Bill Hollars a.k.a. "Hang 'em High" Hollars. The courthouse has three 
stories and basement, a reinforced-concrete structure built in 1910 to 
replace 1889 wood-frame Hale County courthouse. The architectural 
style is Classical Revival with Beaux Arts features. The architect was 
H.A. Overbeck; contractor, McRea Building Co. 


It is made of brick veneer, cast-stone trim around windows, cast-stone 
stringcourses between basement and first floor and second and third 
floors. Cast-stone parapet cap, dentil-trimmed cornice and handrails 
on all four sets of exterior stairs. Slightly pointed metal dome, some- 
times painted in two colors. It has three stories plus raised basement, 
5-bay main facade, brick structure with a relatively small classical en- 
trance portico featuring Doric columns, entablature, and roof 
balustrade. $70,600 to build. A million dollar re-modeling was com- 
pleted in 1980. 




















Hall County Courthouse — Memphis 


Salisbury, Lakeview and Memphis Texas battled it out for the honor of 
being named Hall county seat. Memphis won the election and was 
named county seat on June 23, 1890. Salisbury vanished by 1893 and 
Lakeview remained a small trade center while Memphis prospered. 
Since Memphis was without a depot and trains did not stop there, cer- 
tain citizens sought to remedy that situation by smearing the tracks 
with lye soap. A subsequent agreement was struck between town pro- 
moters and railroad officials. In 1891 a depot was built, and businesses 
were moved on wheels from Salisbury to the new county seat, where a 
courthouse of homemade bricks was constructed in 1892. Hall County 
has had three courthouses: 1860, 1893, 1923. The current Hall County 
Courthouse in Memphis, Texas is a historic courthouse built in 1923. 
The architectwas Charles Henry Page and the construction was done by 
C.H. Page & Brother. It was listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places on October 1, 2008. The four story, red brick building is a Clas- 
sical Revival design with Beaux Arts influences. Each facade of the 
building features a two-story loggia with paired Corinthian columns. 
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Hamilton Courthouse — Hamilton 


The Hamilton County Courthouse, originally built in 1887, was trans- 
formed by efforts to modernize and expand the building in 1932. It em- 
bodies eclectic elements of style from the Richardsonian Romanesque 
(crenellated square turrets, round arch windows), the Neoclassical 
(pedimented porticoes supported by classical fluted columns), and the 
Spanish Revival style (mission-inspired tower). 


The limestone masonry is said to have been quarried locally, including 
the expertly-crafted rustication and hand-scribed corner quoins. Most 
charming of all are the cast stone medallions over each of the four sec- 
ondary entries depicting frontier icons, such as a cowboy, sheep, and a 
shorthorn cow. The 1932 interior corridors feature linoleum flooring 
and formica wainscoting, as shown in the original construction draw- 
ings. The twin stairs to the second floor surround an expansive, dou- 
ble-height district courtroom. 


Curved oak veneer wainscot and schoolhouse pendant light fixtures 
adorn the space, capped by a flat barrel-vaulted ceiling. An elliptical 
concrete bench circles the courthouse, predating the 1932 remodel. 
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Hansford County Courthouse — Spearman 


Hansford County was created in 1876 and organized in 18869. It is 
named for John M. Hansford, a Texas state congressman and judge. 
The Hansford County courthouse is the first and only courthouse ever 
built in the county seat of Spearman. Spearman was platted in May 
1917 in anticipation of construction of the North Texas and Santa Fe 
Railway. A post office opened in 1917, and by that time, E. C. Hays had 
a store near the site. The city was named for Thomas E. Spearman, a 
vice president of the North Texas and Santa Fe Railway. 


The Hansford County Courthouse dates from 1931. The architect was 
David S. Castle of the architectural firm Townes, Lightfoot and Funk. 
The style is Texas Renaissance and the materials are brick. An addition 
in 1958 was designed by John P. Merk. 


When the courthouse was built, the top floor housed a spacious sher- 
iff's quarters and a dormitory for sequestered juries. The dormitory is 
now the commissioner's courtroom and the sheriff has since vacated, 
but the rooms still retain much of their original appearance. 
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Hardeman County Courthouse — Quanah 


1908 was a landmark year for Hardeman County and the county seat of 
Quanah. The new century brought a new Hardeman County Neoclassi- 
cal courthouse, built to replace the one in 1891. Designed by Chilli- 
cothe-based architect Rockwell Hezehiah Stuckey, the new courthouse 
quickly became the center of Quanah social and civil society. It is a 
three-story building with basement, built of brick with Indiana lime- 
stone trimmings, and a slate roof, crowned by a cupola. Entering the 
main door, one finds the floor is divided by two halls, paved with a 
beautiful mosaic tiling. The furniture in every room is of golden, quar- 
tered oak, and the letter files of steel, painted a rich maroon. Two stair- 
ways lead to the second floor, where there is the district courtroom, a 
large chamber twenty-two feet high, with 132 opera seats. The court- 
house’s Neoclassical design features a rusticated limestone base, lime- 
stone Ionic columns, and carved star molding. Bullet holes along the 
east facade are the result of court proceedings over a family feud. The 
octagonal cupola is encircled by wooden columns with molded Ionic 
capitols and features a metal domed roof and lantern. Inscribed inside 
the globe at the top of the cupola are signatures of the original fabrica- 
tors and installers. Over thirteen pressed metal designs decorate the in- 
terior courthouse ceilings, nearly a different design for every room. 
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1905 courthouse 


Hardin County has had four 
courthouses: 1858, 1887, ; 7 
1905, 1958. The first was a ——— 
two-story log building that Fa 
burned in 1886. The 1887 
unit was a two-story frame 
structure. The building was 
replaced in 1905 by a new 
masonry courthouse. Domed 
in the tradition of the nation's capitol and the Texas State Capitol, the 
edifice was built of native stone from Pecos. Salmon-colored brick was 
imported from St. Louis. Columns were crafted by Bedford Stone. A 
three-story colonial-style sandstone building was erected with four 24- 
foot two-story columns front and back and 16 smaller columns sup- 
porting the dome. In 1958 a modern facility was built. The 1905 edifice 
was destroyed in 1960. At the end of the 20th century, the 1958 court- 
house was still in service and the 1887 building continued to stand, 
now the home of law offices, near the courthouse square. 
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Harris County Courthouse — Houston 


The Harris County Courthouse is a six story structure of neo-classical 
design topped by a prominent clerestory drum and dome. It occupies 
an entire city block, called Courthouse Square, in the oldest section of 
downtown Houston near Allen's Landing. It has served as the seat of 
government in Harris County since 1837. The current 1910 courthouse 
is rectangular in plan and is bilaterally symmetrical about both the ma- 
jor and minor axes. The two principal elevations are identically com- 
posed as are the two side elevations. The facades are vertically orga- 
nized into three zones: a two story base, a three story piano nobile and 
a one story attic. The rusticated base consists of a raised basement and 
the floor above which serves as the main entry level, via monumental 
stairs. The piano nobile zone contains a double height courtroom floor 
with a perimeter mezzanine for courtroom balconies.. This relationship 
is externally expressed by tall windows divided midway by copper 
spandrel panels. The floor above the mezzanine, now the fifth floor, is 
the final level of the piano nobile zone. The sixth floor, originally unfin- 
ished on the interior, completes the main block and is separated com- 
positionally from the piano nobile section by a cornice. 
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Harrison County Courthouse — Marshall 


+1901 courthouse 


EE eat a A modern courthouse on 
ss a ee Houston Street opened in 
ey, 1964. Once the new court- 
a “<a = house was finished, the 1901 
Courthouse ownership trans- 
sa ferred to the Harrison 
. County Historic Museum. 
tunning, inspiring, beautiful 
are just a few of the words both locals and tourists use to describe the 
historic Harrison County Courthouse in Marshall, Texas. The Neo- 
Classical Beaux Arts style building has become an icon of Texas. Many 
believe that the courthouse is one of the most visually appealing in the 
state. James Riely Gordon designed the granite, limestone and marble 
icon of Texas in the 19th century. In 2000, the building went through 
an overhaul to keep it from falling apart. Now, you can visit the mu- 
seum on the first floor. The second and third floor house the original 
courtroom with its balcony and offices for county judges and county 
commissioners. 


















114 





Hartley County Courthouse — Channing 


The first Hartley County courthouse was built in Hartley in 1891. The 
county seat moved to Channing in 1896. The 24’ x 70’ wooden struc- 
ture was moved to Channing for $90. In 1906, a new courthouse was 
built. The architect was O. G. Rouquemore and the style is Classical Re- 
vival. The contractor was Solon & Wickens of Amarillo. Building mate- 
rials are brick and it cost $14,000. The Courthouse is a symmetrical, 
rectangular, freestanding structure. In 1935 an addition was built whic 
cost $7,000. The Hartley County Courthouse and Jail comprise one of 
the oldest and most intact complexes of this type in the Panhandle/ 
South Plains region of Texas. 


Additions to the two structures have had minimal effects on their in- 
tegrity, and they retain their historic ambiance to an unusual degree. 
The two-story structure has a three-bay entrance (south) facade with a 
Palladian entryway supported by paired Ionic columns. The interior of 
the jail is essentially utilitarian with little significant detailing. A small, 
low, one-story, modern ranch house style addition to the rear of the jail 
serves as jailer’s residence. It occupies a very inconspicuous site and 
does not affect the historic integrity of the complex. 
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Haskell County Courthouse — Haskell 


i 1891 courthouse 


HASKELL COUNTY COURT HOLE 
MASKELL TEXAS 


Haskell County was created 
in 1858. Because of Indian 
hostility in the area, the 
county remained unsettled 
for nearly two decades. It was 
organized in 1885. Itis 
named for Charles Ready 
Haskell, who was killed in 

= the Goliad massacre. 


A small, two-story frame 
structure served as the first 
courthouse until a larger, native-stone building was completed in 1891. 
It was remodeled in 1906. The current remodled version of the Haskell 
County courthouse dates from 1939. The architects were Larmour & 
Watson, Austin & Butler Co. The style is Italian Renaissance and the 
material is limestone. The original section of the courthouse is in the 
center. Large symmetrical wings were added on both the east and west. 
The roof and large clock tower were removed. 
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Hays County Courthouse — San Marcos 


Hays County was named for Captain John Coffee "Jack" Hays, a leg- 
endary Texas Ranger and one of the best known and respected Texans 
of his day. When Hays County originated in 1848, its one public build- 
ing was a log church-schoolhouse that had to serve as the courthouse, 
along with its other uses. The San Marcos townsite, platted in 1851, 
contained a court square donated to the county. In 1861 officials em- 
ployed contractor C. F. Millett to erect on the Square a 36 x 40-foot, 2- 
story frame courthouse with a hearing room, jury rooms, and 4 offices. 
That pine building burned in 1868, and county officials operated from 
rented quarters until a courthouse of soft, locally quarried limestone 
was completed in 1871. Damaged by earth shiftings, that 2-story, 45 x 
53-foot building was demolished in 1881 and replaced by a 50 x 60- 
foot, 2-story building of harder limestone designed by F. E. Ruffini, ar- 
chitect for University of Texas buildings and for courthouses in several 
other counties. After that 1882-83 structure lost its top story in a fire 
on Feb. 28, 1908, it also was demolished. The fourth and present court- 
house was designed by C. H. Page & Brother, of Austin. Completed and 
accepted by the county court on Dec. 13, 1909, it has had interior alter- 
ations; it was restored in 1972. 

















Hemphill County Courthouse — Canadian 


Hemphill County’s first courthouse was in 1887. In 1890, Robert G. 
Kirsch, designed a two-story red brick jail, used until 1982 and still 
stands behind the current courthouse. The second and current court- 
house, built in 1909. The 1909 courthouse was built of red brick in a 
Classical style with Italianate influences. A central tower framed by 
brick pilasters looms over the front entrance, topped by bulls-eye win- 
dows, brackets, broken pediments with modillions and a small, silver 
dome. In 1964, a renovation replaced the original windows and doors 
with metal ones and a new jail was built and attached to the rear of the 
courthouse. In 2011, the exterior was renovated. 
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Henderson County Courthouse — Athens 


County commissioners hired John Loop to construct a log courthouse. 
It served as the court building for 11 years. In 1860, William Waren- 
skjold began construction on a two-story frame courthouse, which 
burned in 1885, leaving only the district and county clerk buildings 
standing. C.H. Hawn & Co. constructed the next courthouse, which was 
used until 1913. That June, with a design by L.L. Thurmon & Company 
of Dallas, the commissioners court approved the bid of L.R. Wright & 
Company to build a new courthouse on the square. Accepted by the 
court in January 1914, the Henderson County Courthouse exhibits a 
Classical Revival design. The building is comprised of three floors 
above a basement, and features a central dome and four three-bay ped- 
imented entries with Tuscan columns. The cross-axial plan is formed 
from a central block with single bays projecting from each corner. Orig- 
inal detailing includes marble stairways and wainscoting on the inte- 
rior. Since becoming the county's public center, the courthouse has 
been the location of the "Old Fiddlers" contest and other events. Today, 
memorials and tributes to Henderson County veterans, leaders, resi- 
dents and history are located on the square. Recorded Texas Historic 
Landmark - 2002 
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Hidalgo County Courthouse — Edinburg 
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1908 courthouse © 





The 1908 Courthouse was 
razed to build the 1954 unit. | | 
The large cupolaonthe1908 = ay 
courthouse was damaged dur- Pe Fad 
ing a storm and shortened. SRG 
The 1954 courthouse was de- 
signed by architect R. Newell 
Waters in Moderne style. The 
materials were steel, marble 
and glass. Modifications and enlargements were made in 1979-1981. 
On March 20, 2018, the Hidalgo County Commissioners Court ap- 
proved the Schematic Design for a new courthouse. The new Hidalgo 
County Courthouse will replace the seriously deficient 1950s structure 
and will provide capacity to address current needs with infrastructure 
to allow for future growth. The design of the courthouse creates a con- 
temporary expression of the character, culture, heritage, and landscape 
unique to the Rio Grande River Valley, combined with the classical ges- 
tures of courthouse architecture. 
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Hill County Courthouse — Hillsboro 


Hill County was named for Dr. George Washington Hill who had 
served as Secretary of War for President Sam Houston. The Hill County 
Courthouse was constructed in 1890. The architect was W. C. Dodson 
as a conglomerate of Second Empire, Classical Revival, and Italianate 
features. It has a tower in the middle that shoots up seven stories. 
There are also Corinthian columns and mansard roofs, and a clock in- 
side that 70-foot tower. 


It was gutted by fire on New Years Day 1993. Restoration architects Ar- 
chiTexas of Dallas had little to go by in their attempt to recreate the 
courthouse's past glory. Since there were no blueprints, they looked at 
Granbury's 1890 courthouse, also designed by Dodson, and incorpo- 
rated many details from this edifice. They also interviewed those who 
had worked in the courthouse and were able to decide what the "new" 
courthouse would look like. Many millions of dollars later, the court- 
house has been rebuilt to its original splendor. 

















Hockley County Courthouse — Levelland 


The Hockley County is in northwestern Texas, south of the Panhandle 
and on the Llano Estacado. George Washington Hockley was chief of 
staff of the Texas army during the Texas Revolution. In 1876 the Texas 
legislature formed Hockley County from lands formerly assigned to 
Bexar and Young counties. Because settlers were slow to move into the 
area, however, the county was assigned to Lubbock County for admin- 
istrative purposes until 1920. Until the early twentieth century, the 
area was dominated by a few large cattle operations. There were no 
census returns for Hockley County until 1900, when forty-four people 
were found living in the area. As late as 1920, only 137 people lived in 
the county, and only 3,235 acres was classified as improved. 


Nevertheless, by this time county residents wanted their own county 
government. The county was organized in 1921; Hockley City won over 
Ropesville in the county-seat contest. Hockley City, where the Little- 
field Lands Company sold 464 farm tracts between 1912 and 1920, was 
renamed Levelland in 1922. Thousands of settlers moved into the 
county to establish new farms during this period. The first courthouse 
was in 1921. It was replaced by the current Classical Revival 1928 
building. The architect was Preston Lee Walker. Ionic engaged columns 
create the effect of a 2-story loggia on the second and third floors. 
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Hood County Courthouse — Granbury 


The courthouse was built in 1867 for $34,500. A 1968 tornado badly 
damaged the courthouse clock tower and officials initially proposed to 
remove it. The local newspaper published mail-in coupons and encour- 
aged readers to fill them out and submit them to the court showing 
their support for preserving the tower. The preservation effort created 
dramatic results on its interior. Dropped ceilings, partitions subdivid- 
ing spaces and distracting steel columns were all removed to open the 
building up to its original grandeur. All of the original interior finishes 
were restored including ornamental paintings. Extraordinary examples 
of ornamental hand painting on five vault doors and two safes was un- 
covered by removing years of over-paint. The 1890 Seth Thomas clock- 
works were restored by the county to original hand-crank working or- 
der. Limestone was repointed and paint was restored to its original red 
and cream. The project architect was HDR Incorporated with Archi- 
Texas acting as the Preservation Consultant. The general contractor 
was JC Stoddard of San Antonio. Deep wells were drilled in the sur- 
rounding parking lot and courthouse lawn in order to harness the 
earth’s energy to efficiently power the building heating and cooling sys- 
tem. 
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Hopkins County Courthouse — Sulphur Springs 


The 1895 Hopkins County Courthouse was designed by James Riely 
Gordon. It was built in the Romanesque Revival style with red sand- 
stone and pink granite. It has a double-helix staircase, a clockless 
tower, and entrances on its NW and SW corners. The building was re- 
stored in 2001 and 2002 at a cost of $3.66 million. The courthouse has 
received numerous awards and accolades, including its designation as 
a Recorded Texas Historic Landmark in 1975 and its addition to the 
National Register of Historic Places in 1977. 
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Houston County Courthouse — Crockett 


The county seat of Houston County is Crockett. Houston County was 
the first new county created under the 9-year Republic of Texas on 
June 12, 1837. It is named for Sam Houston, President of the Republic 
of Texas and Governor of Texas. Houston County is not related to the 
City of Houston, which is located about 100 miles to the south, in Har- 
ris County. Andrew W. Gossett (1812-1890) donated land, which in- 
cluded this square, for the townsite. He and his father, Elijah, both vet- 
erans of the Battle of San Jacinto, named the county for Sam Houston, 
and the county seat for David Crockett, a former Tennessee friend. The 
first courthouse, a log structure which served as a fortress during In- 
dian attacks, was built in 1838. A replacement brick building in 1851 
was destroyed by a fire of mysterious origin in 1865. County business 
was conducted in the L.E. Downes building on the southwest corner of 
the square until a two-story frame structure was finished in 1869. A jail 
addition burned in 1871 while it was under construction. The third 
courthouse and jail burned in 1882. The fourth courthouse, completed 
at this site in 1883, was demolished in 1938. In 1975 the third-floor jail 
was moved to a separate building and the fifth Houston County court- 
house was remodeled. (1979) 
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Howard County Courthouse — Big Spring 
1884 courthouse 


Big Spring, on Sulphur Draw, had been a fa- 
vored watering place for Skidi Pawnees and 
Quahadi Comanches, who fought for its pos- 
session and for the herds of buffalo and an- 
telope that wintered there. The spring, now 
dry, long provided the only reliable source 
of water within 100 miles. 
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The 1884 courthouse was built by J.H. Milliken and it was condemned 
in 1907. Otto Lang of the Dallas firm Lang & Witchell is credited with 
the 1908 Classical Revival courthouse. It was made of red sandstone 


and completed even before Big Spring’s streets were. Construction 


work was provided by L.B. Westerman. It was demolished in the 1950s, 
but a Mr. Simon Terazzas reportedly bought the structure’s stones and 


used to them to build a home on the southwest side of town. 


The current 1953 courthouse was designed by Puckett & French. It was 


built with brick and concrete in late Art Deco/Art Moderne style. 
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Hudspeth County Courthouse — Sierra Blanca 


Hudspeth County, located in Sierra Blanca, was created in 1917 from 
adjacent El Paso County, named for Claude Benton Hudspeth, a U.S. 
Representative from El Paso. It was constructed in 1919. Architect 
Bradford Hardie of the architectural firm Beutell & Hardie from El 
Paso designed the building. It is the only remaining Texas courthouse 
of adobe construction. The building was damaged by an earthquake in 
1924, likely becoming the only state courthouse to have ever required 
earthquake-related repair. The one-story building features a mixture of 
Spanish Eclectic and Mediterranean Classic Revival architecture. The 
courthouse has received renovations over the years supported by fed- 
eral and THC funding, and has served as a meeting place for local clubs 
and organizations. The foundation and adobe structure, including new 
plaster and paint, were repaired in 1983 with funding from a federal 
grant while the roof was replaced in 1991. Under the benefit of a grant 
of $1,650,847, a major renovation was conducted between 2002 and 
2004 as part of the THC's Texas Historic Courthouse Preservation Pro- 
gram. This renovation included new piers structurally reinforcing the 
foundation in order to support the building's thick adobe walls, a new 
metal shingle roof, and the removal and replacement of exterior stucco. 
Interior enhancements incorporated electrical, mechanical, and 
plumbing upgrades along with the installation of an elevator and fully 
accessible restrooms. 
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The 1929 Hunt County Court-| 
house is a 6-story Classical 
Revival building constructed 
of ivory terra cotta, light face 
brick, and cut stone. Charles |, 
H. Page and his brother Louis 
C., of the Austin firm of C.H. 
Page and Brother, designed 
the courthouse along with 
Greenville architect William R. Ragsdale. It fills an entire block, over- 
looking the Sabine River. Commercial buildings dating from the late 
1890s to the 1960s line the surrounding streets. Two smaller floors sur- 
mount the main 4-story portion which displays ornamental detailing in 
the Classical Revival style, while the rectangular massing blends Art 
Deco influences from the 1920s and 30s. Rows of large Ionic columns 
separated by casement windows above the entryways and decorative 
terra cotta moldings characterize the outer facade of the 40,000 square 
foot building. 


The 1885 courthouse, designed by Wesley Clark Dodson, was demol- 
ished in 1928. 
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Hutchinson County Courthouse — Stinnett 


Hutchinson County, named for prominent judge and writer Anderson 
Hutchinson, was one of 54 counties created out of the District of Bexar 
in 1876 by the Texas Legislature. It was not until 1901, however, that 
the county was officially organized. That year a temporary county 
courthouse was erected in the county seat of Plemons. A permanent 
courthouse was built in Plemons by contractor E. E. Ackers. Stinnett 
replaced Plemons as Hutchinson County Seat in 1926. The county 
courthouse was temporarily housed in an office building in downtown 
Stinnett in 1926 before this courthouse was erected in 1927 at a time of 
major oil discoveries in the area. Designed by Amarillo architect W. C. 
Townes and built by local contractor C. S. Lambie & Company, the 
Spanish Renaissance revival style building also housed the county jail. 
It features brick construction with cut-stone ornamentation, a 3-bay 
primary facade with grand entry bay, raised basement with end entries, 
metal sash windows and second floor window with round-arch stone 
lintels. Friezes at the east and west entrances of the courthouse depict 
the petroleum, farm and ranch, and cattle industries, historically the 
three principal commercial enterprises in the area. Recorded Texas 
Historic Landmark, 1962. 
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Irion County Courthouse - Mertzon 


1901 courthouse 


The 1901 courthouse, in Sher- 
wood, was designed by archi- 
tects Martin & Moody when 
Sherwood was the county 
seat. It still stands less than 
two miles away from Mert- 
zon. The 1937 Irion County {7 
courthouse is a plain brick. It (ya) 
was designed by the David S. | ¥y 
Castle Company. Castle de- 
signed several handsome 
Classical Revival style court- 
houses in Texas during the 
1920s. In the late 1930s, Cas- 
tle's designs had changed to 
the more severe, Art-Moderne style. 
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Jack County Courthouse — Jacksboro 


The Jack County Courthouse was completed in 1940. It was designed 
in 1939 by Wichita Falls architects Voelker & Dixon. It was listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places in 2012. It is a three-story building 
with basement, and has "remarkable" integrity according to its 2012 
NRHP nomination, which states its "cast-in-place concrete structure is 
sheathed in Texas limestone with marble spandrels. The building is 
modernistic in its block massing and stylized details, and stands as a 
rich example of the Modem Classical Style, a contemporary interpreta- 
tion of classical design, with fluted pilasters separating recessed verti- 
cally ranked window and spandrel bays, and an entablature with low 
relief sculpture. The rich interior spaces and finishes are largely intact, 
including the original decorative light fixtures, stone and wood paneled 
wall veneers, decorative moldings, door hardware, duct covers, and 
aluminum cashier window screens. The courthouse exterior and inte- 
rior retain a very high degree of architectural integrity." The first court- 
house was established in 1858 in an already-existing wooden building 
on the west side of the Jacksboro town square, which was remodeled at 
cost of $800. The courthouse is the fourth courthouse building to have 
served the county. It replaced an 1885 courthouse. 
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Jackson County Courthouse — Edna 


1906 courthouse 


Jackson County, one of the 
original counties of Texas 
colony, was formed in 1836 
from the old Mexican munici-[:* 
pality of Jackson. Both the 
municipality and the county 
were named after President 
Andrew Jackson. Jackson 
County has had four court- 
houses: 1858, 1884, 1906, 
1954. 





The 1906 courthouse was a graceful Beaux-Arts style. The current 1954 
unit was designed by F. Perry Johnston of La Marque, Texas. The mod- 
ern design reflected Johnston's blending of the International Style with 
influences of Frank Lloyd Wright's Prairie Style. The Jackson County 
courthouse is in good condition, but has been enlarged with the addi- 
tion of a jail on the west side. One commentator said "the courthouse 
resembles an abandoned nursing home. It has trees and flowers.. It is 
Modern design with no imagination." 
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Jasper County Courthouse — Jasper 


The Jasper County Courthouse dates from 1889. The architect was Eu- 
gene T. Heiner and the style is Renaissance Revival and the materials 
are brick. Jasper County was one of the original twenty-three counties 
created when the Republic of Texas was established in 1836 following 
the Texas Revolution. Bevil settlement, established by pioneer John 
Bevil about 1824, became the seat of government and was renamed 
Jasper in 1835 in honor of American Revolutionary War hero William 
Jasper. The first county courthouse on this site, a two-room log struc- 
ture, was destroyed by fire in 1849. It was replaced by a two-story 
building, completed about 1854. The present courthouse, constructed 
of locally made red brick, was completed in 1889. One year later a 
tower with a four-sided clock and bell was added. Additional wings 
were built onto the east and west sides of the structure in 1931, and the 
entire courthouse was covered with stucco. An adjacent office building 
was erected by the Works Progress Administration (WPA) in 1940, and 
the courthouse clock tower was removed in a 1957 remodeling project. 
The Courthouse Square, with its official buildings and landscaped 
grounds, continues to be a focal point of Jasper County activities. 
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Jeff Davis County Courthouse — Fort Davis 


Jeff Davis County has had two courthouses: 1880 & 1910. Ft. Davis had 
been the county seat of Presidio County, which had included what is 
now Jeff Davis and Brewster Counties. But the railroad laid tracks 
through Marfa in 1885 and Marfa became the county seat. The people 
of Ft. Davis organized their own county, which was approved by the 
legislature in March of 1887, making Fort Davis again a county seat. 
Designed by the architectural firm of |. L. Thurman and Co. of Dallas, 
this building was erected in 1910-1911 and replaced the original 1880 
adobe courthouse. This concrete and stone Classical Revival edifice, 
erected by the Falls City Construction Company of Louisville, Ken- 
tucky, is dominated by a massive portico supported by Doric columns. 
Other distinctive design elements include the alternating horizontal 
bands of pink rusticated stone made of locally quarried materials and 
the Beaux Arts style clock tower, which features a Seth Thomas time- 
piece. The courthouse continues as the seat of local government. 
Recorded Texas Historic Landmark-2000 
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Jefferson County Courthouse — Beaumont 


Jefferson County has had four courthouses: 1838, 1855, 1893 and the 
present 1931 courthouse with 1981 addition. The first county building 
constructed at this site was a jailhouse completed in 1838, two years af- 
ter the organization of Jefferson County. Located on land acquired 
from Nancy Tevis, a pioneer settler of the area, it also housed county 
offices and courts. When the commissioners court outgrew the facility, 
sessions were held in private homes. The first courthouse here was 
completed in 1854. Built by John A. Beaumont, it was a two-story 
square structure surrounded by a six-foot picket fence. Baptist and 
Methodist congregations conducted Sunday services in the building 
and during the Civil War it was leased to D. T. Inglehart, a Confederate 
surgeon, for use as a hospital. A second courthouse was constructed in 
1893, twelve years after the incorporation of Beaumont. Designed by E. 
T. Heiner, it was a three-story red brick building with white trim. Fol- 
lowing the area oil boom of the 1920s it proved inadequate to meet the 
needs of the growing population and was replaced by the present brick 
courthouse in 1931. Designed by Fred Stone and A. Babin, the fourteen- 
story building features art deco styling in the use of sculpted ornamen- 
tation and marble interior work. 
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Jim Hogg County Courthouse — Hebbronville 


Jim Hogg County is in the Rio Grande Plain region of South Texas 
twenty-eight miles north of the Mexican border and sixty-six miles 
west of the Gulf Coast. The county, named for Governor James Stephen 
Hogg. The 1913 Jim Hogg County courthouse is the only courthouse 
the county has ever had. The architect was Henry T. Phelps and the 
style is Texas Renaissance. 


It was later remodeled in the Classical Revival style, and covered with 
stucco. It is a simple, 2-story, stuccoed brick building originally with a 
1-story entrance porch with square piers in the Prairie style. The one- 
story porch has been replaced with a two-story, (almost) full-width ver- 
sion with blocky but similar details, with an “entablature” creating a 
more Neo Classical appearance. The front door has been changed to a 
Greek tabernacle frame architrave. 


James R Hebbron was born in London, England in 1828 and spent 
much of his time in the US in what became Salinas in California. How- 
ever, he did much to develop cattle ranching around Hebbronville for a 
time. He also helped establish the town as a stop on the Texas Mexican 
Railroad in 1883. He died, aged 98, in 1926. 
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Jim Wells County Courthouse — Alice 


The 1912 courthouse is the only courthouse they ever had. It was built 
by Atlee Ayers in the Texas Renaissance style. Governor Oscar B. 
Colquitt signed legislation creating Jim Wells County on March 11, 
1911. Taken from territory formerly a part of Nueces County, the new 
county was named for prominent Brownsville attorney and business 
leader James B. Wells, Jr. (1850-1923). The first county elections were 
held two months later, and in January 1912 the citizens of the new 
county approved a bond election to finance the construction of a court- 
house and jail. The county commissioners hired San Antonio architect 
Atlee B. Ayers to design the courthouse. 


The laying of the cornerstone on July 25, 1912, drew a crowd of more 
than 2,000 people. Celebration activities included performances by the 
Alice Concert Band and the Alice Symphony Club, as well as a barbe- 
cue, rodeo events, and baseball game. The discovery of oil in Jim Wells 
County in 1938 led to increased economic development and a popula- 
tion boom. The courthouse was remodeled in 1948-1949, and annexes 
later were built nearby. Although its original appearance has been al- 
tered, the Jim Wells County Courthouse stands as a significant struc- 
ture in the county's history. It continues to serve as the center of county 
government. 














LS7 





Johnson County Courthouse — Cleburne 


Johnson County has had six courthouses: 1854 in Wardville, 1858 and 
1860 in Buchanan, 1869, 1883 and 1913 in Cleburne. The first court- 
house was a 14’ x 14’ log cabin. In 1858, a 16’ x 16’ wood courthouse was 
completed. The third was built in 1860, a two-story wood frame build- 
ing. In 1867, the western portion of Johnson County was organized into 
Hood County and Johnson County needed a new, centralized county 
seat. The site of Camp Henderson was renamed Cleburne after Confed- 
erate general Patrick Ronayne Cleburne. 


The fourth courthouse, in 1869, was a square, two-story brick building 
with a T-hallway inside. It was replaced by a new, elaborate, Second 
Empire style courthouse in 1883. The fifth courthouse was completed 
in 1883. In 1912, the commissioners court hired the Dallas architec- 
tural firm of Lang and Witchell to design the county’s sixth and current 
courthouse. 


Charles Erwin Barglebaugh, trained under architect Frank Lloyd 
Wright, assisted in the design. Construction was completed in 1913. 
The dominant features included a focus on horizontal lines, flat or 
hipped roofs and a disciplined use of ornamentation. 
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Jones County Courthouse — Anson 


The Jones County courthouse in Anson dates from 1910. The architect 
was Elmer George Withers and the style is Beaux-arts. The county was 
formed in 1858 and named it for Anson Jones, the last president of the 
Republic of Texas. The first permanent courthouse was a small frame 
building, which served until the county purchased a hotel in 1884 for 
use as a courthouse. An 1886 brick courthouse served the county for 
the next 24 years. 


In late 1909, the Jones County commissioners court, led by County 
Judge J. R. Stinson, determined that the growth of the county called 
for a larger courthouse. They selected Elmer G. Withers of Stamford 
(15 mi. N) and the Texas Building Company of Fort Worth as architect 
and contractor, respectively. Completed in 1910, the Jones County 
courthouse is an excellent example of Beaux Arts styling, with influ- 
ences from the Arts and Crafts movement found in the decorative 
painting uncovered during a 1990s rehabilitation on the ceiling of the 
district courtroom. Other notable features include the statue of Lady 
Justice atop the domed clock tower and the pedimented porticoes with 
flanking pairs of Ionic columns on each facade. Constructed of brick 
and Pecos red sandstone, the Jones County courthouse continues to 
stand as an important part of Anson's architectural heritage and a cen- 
ter of politics and government for the citizens of the county. Recorded 
Texas Historic Landmark - 2000 
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Karnes County Courthouse — Karnes City 


By 1853 Anglo settlers petitioned the state legislature to form a new 
county. On February 4, 1854, the legislature complied, passing a mea- 
sure to establish a new county, named Karnes for Texas revolutionary 
leader Henry Wax Karnes, with Helena as county seat. Large-scale 
agriculture was not introduced until the arrival of the railroads in the 
mid-1880s. The arrival of the railroads also changed the face of the 
county in other ways. After the San Antonio and Aransas Pass Railway, 
which built through the area in 1886, missed Helena, the county seat 
was moved in 1894 six miles west to a new railroad town named 
Karnes City. The building's Architect and Contractor, John Cormack, 
died before the construction was complete. An addition, by Henry 
Phelps, came in 1927, along with the removal of the clock tower and 
mansard roofs. Phase 1 of Karnes County's Master Plan for the restora- 
tion of their 1894 courthouse involved the removal of two 1920's addi- 
tions to the building and restoring the west facade to its 1890's roots, 
which Fisher Heck completed in 2010. Phase 2 included the stabiliza- 
tion of the foundation and roof repairs. The third and final phase of the 
project will involve completing the restoration of the remaining facades 
as well as the entire interior of the building back to it's original condi- 
tion as much as possible. 

















Kaufman County Courthouse — Kaufman’s 


i 1887 courthouse 






The county and city were 
named for David S. Kaufman, 
a U.S. Representative and 
fo diplomat from Texas. Kauf- 
ae mt man County has had four 
# courthouses: 1851, 1861, 1887 
> and the present 1956 court- 
—— <r ‘house. 


The architect was Arthur Warren Morey and McGill, of Dallas. The 
style is Modern with brick, steel, aluminum and black marble. The 1851 
unit was a converted blacksmith shop. 


The 1887 courthouse was demolished in 1955. A painting of it hangs in 
the Carnegie Library Museum in Terrell, TX. At the entrance to the 
Kaufman County Courthouse stands a statue of a Confederate soldier, a 
memorial to those killed fighting for the South during the Civil War. 
The Confederate monument, constructed in 1911, was moved to a safe 
place during the demolition of the 1887 courthouse and restored to its 
current location once the 1956 courthouse was completed. 
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1870 courthouse 


Kendall County has had two 
courthouses: 1870 and 1998. = 
The 1998 architect was Rehler | 
Vaughn & Koone, Inc. Style- * 
Modern. Material - Limestone, |, 
steel & concrete. It is right 
across the street from the for- 
mer 1870 courthouse. Con- 
struction on Kendall County’s 
first courthouse, which served 
as the county’s only court- 
house for 128 years, didn’t be- | 
gin until 1869 and it was com- | 
pleted in 1870. Designed by 
Philip Zoeller and J. F. Sten- 
debach and built of limestone, the courthouse was a one-story building 
two bays deep and four bays wide. Additions were made over the years. 
It is the 2™ oldest courthouse in Texas, after the 1859 Cass County unit. 
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Kenedy County Courthouse — Sarita 


The Kenedy County courthouse was actually built in 1917 and it served 
as the courthouse for Willacy County. When Kenedy County was cre- 
ated in 1921, Willacy County was reorganized and the county seat was 
moved to Raymondville. Sarita became the county seat of the newly 
formed Kenedy County and the county continued to use the 1917 court- 
house. 


The architect was Henry Truman Phelps and the style is Texas Renais- 
sance brick. On May 28, 2010, the citizens of Kenedy County cele- 
brated the completion of the restoration of their county courthouse. 
According to a May 27, 2010 article in the Corpus Christi Caller Times, 
the restoration cost more than $4 million, paid for by the county and 
not through the state's courthouse restoration program. 


The courthouse originally cost $19,000 to build. Due to the moisture 
that built up after the addition of the white stucco, the exterior brick 
and stone had deteriorated and had to be replaced. The original paint 
schemes were uncovered and duplicated, with tan and light green in 
the hallways and tan and gold in the courtroom. Original carpet sam- 
ples were also found and duplicated. 
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Kent County Courthouse — Jayton 


1893 courthouse 


Kent County is the sixth-least 
populous county in Texas. Its 
county seat is Jayton. The 
county was created in 1876 
and later organized in 1802. 
It is named for Andrew Kent, 
who died at the Battle of the 
Alamo. Kent County is a pro- 
hibition or entirely dry — 
county. Kent County has had E 
two courthouses: 1893 - = 

Clairemont and 1957 - Jayton. The first Commissioner's Court was held 
out in the open on November 16, 1892. The 1957 architect was Wyatt 
Hedrick. The style is Modern. The 1893 architect was Martin, Byrnes, 
and Johnston and the style was Italianate. The courthouse was a victim 
of a fire and the second floor was destroyed. 
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Kerr County Courthouse — Kerrville 


1886 courthouse 


Kerr County, fifty miles 
northwest of San Antonio in 
the Edwards Plateau region 
ue of south central Texas, was 

| « 5, named by Joshua D. Brown 
% for his fellow Kentucky na- 
» tive, James Kerr, a congress- 
© man of the Republic of Texas. 
Kerr County has had five 
courthouses, including one in Comfort: 1856, 1861, 1876, 1886, 1926. 
The current courthouse dates from 1926 and was designed by the San 
Antonio firm of Adams and Adams in a classical revival style. It re- 
placed a courthouse designed by Alred Giles in 1886. A large annex was 
constructed in 1991. The 1886 courthouse needed major repairs as well 
as a fire proof vault. Materials from the old courthouse were re-pur- 
posed in various locations around Kerrville. 
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Kimble County Courthouse — Junction 


The county was named after Alamo defender George C. Kimble. Origi- 
nally the County Seat was the short-lived (and often flooded) town of 
Kimbleville. The current Kimble County Courthouse was built in 19209. 
There were two others, one in 1878 and another in 1885. The first one 
burned, necessitating the second. The second was burned in 1888, but 
was repaired. 


The third courthouse to serve Kimble County, this structure was de- 
signed by San Antonio architect Henry Truman Phelps (1871-1944). 
Between 1904 and the early 1930s, Phelps designed courthouses in 
more than ten Texas counties. While he based the Kimble County 
courthouse on Classical plans, its features are expressive of a new era 
in architectural design. By the late 1920s Phelps’ designs had evolved 
to reflect the influences of the Art Moderne style. This is evidenced by 
the building's geometric ornament, cast stone pilasters and stepped 
parapet and square pattern belt course. 


The cornerstone of the 1885 courthouse sits not far from the Chamber 
of Commerce's office. 

















owe ‘ me RTS 
| pees 33 





1914 courthouse 


King County,was created in 
1876 and organized in 1891, 
is the second-smallest county 
in Texas and the third-small- 
est county in the United 
States. King County has no 
incorporated communities. 
Its county seat is Guthrie. It 
is named for William Philip 
King, who died at the Battle 
of the Alamo. 





Its first courthouse, a two-story frame structure, was destroyed in 1905 
by a tornado. The next house of justice, built of sandstone, burned in 
1914. The 1914 architect was Ernest E. Churchill and the style is Classi- 
cal Revival with prairie-style influences. Today, it remains a testament 
to the aspirations of early 20th-century King County residents. 
Recorded Texas Historic Landmark — 1962. It served as a courthouse 
until 1982, when the county converted it to a library and built a new 
courthouse. 


The current 1982 architect was T. Renfro. The style is Modern and the 
material is brick. 
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Kinney County Courthouse — Bracketville 


Kinney County is located on the Rio Grande. It was carved out of Bexar 
County in 1850, two years before the U.S. Army opened Fort Clark as a 
frontier outpost. That same year, in 1852, local inhabitants established 
the Brackett settlement, named for Oscar B. Brackett who set up a 
stage stop, freight office and dry goods store to service the stage line 
from San Antonio to El Paso. Named for early settler and adventurer 
Henry Lawrence Kinney, Kinney County did not formally organize for 
21 years; officials first met in Brackett's home in 1873. Brackettville, as 
the town had come to be called, was chosen as the county seat. Subse- 
quent meetings were held in the Kartes and Co. building until 1879, 
when the county's first courthouse was built. The county used the 1879 
building, which later housed a post office and Masonic lodge, until 
1911. That year, the county first occupied this courthouse, designed by 
L.L. Thurmon and Co. of Dallas. Falls City Construction Co. of 
Louisville, Kentucky, served as General Contractor. The Kinney County 
Courthouse exhibits Beaux Arts Classicism. Detailing seen on the cen- 
tral bell tower is repeated on the octagonal corner towers and 
columned entryways. Buff brick is accented with D'Hanis red brick 
banding and corner quoins. The Seth Thomas clock in the bell tower 
completes the building, which, after some alterations, still demon- 
strates the massing, style and design selected by the early county com- 
missioners. Recorded Texas Historic Landmark - 2003 
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Kleberg County Courthouse — Kingsville 


Kleberg County is named for Robert Justus Kleberg, an early settler. 
He was a German Texan from Herstelle, Westphalia, then part of the 
Kingdom of Prussia. He was a veteran of the Battle of San Jacinto and 
the brother of Louis Kleberg. He arrived in Texas in 1836 with his wife 
Philippine Sophie Rosalie "Rosa" von Roeder, who was a child of the at 
one-time aristocratic von Roeder family, which was allied with the 
wealthy and aristocratic Sack family of Nordrhein Westphalia. 


The county seat is in Kingsville. The 1914 Kleberg County courthouse 
was built one year after the county was organized and is the only court- 
house the county has ever had. The architect was Atlee B. Ayres and the 
style is Texas Renaissance. A one-story rear annex was attached to the 
rear of the building in 1966. 


The courthouse was built with a jail on the third floor which was in use 
until 1997 when a new jail was built out of town. The district courtroom 
on the second floor appears to have been two stories at one point. A 
staircase in the rear of the courtroom leads either to the former upper 
courtroom gallery or the old rooftop jail. 


Similar in scale and massing to Ayres's courthouses in Alice, Refugio, 
Brownsville, this one is less assertive and more monotone in design. 
Classical in appearance, with Prairie Style detailing at its entrance 
porches, the square-plan, three-story building clad in red brick and 
cream limestone is set, parklike, in a full city block surrounded by a 
tree-lined lawn. George Willis, working in Ayres's office at the time, 
was the former head draftsman for Frank Lloyd Wright and the proba- 
ble source of the Prairie influence in these courthouses. 
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Knox County Courthouse — Benjamin 


1888 courthouse 

COURTHOUSE BEN IAMIN TEX. 
Knox County, named for de 
Henry Knox, the secretary of 
war in George Washington's 
first cabinet, is in the Rolling 
Plains region of northwest 
central Texas. There have 
been three courthouses: 
1886, 1888, 1935. The county 
seat is Benjamin, named by 
Hilory G. Bedford, president and controlling stockholder in the Wichita 
and Brazos Stock Company. He named it Benjamin after his son, who 
had been killed by lightning. The first courthouse, a small box-and- 
strip building. The second courthouse was built of native stone. The 
third Knox County Courthouse is Moderne, Material - Stone. It has 
three stories and an Eagle carved over entry way. In the heart of town, 
one of Texas’s premier nature photographers, Wyman Meinzer, has re- 
stored the old jail as a residence. The Wichita-Brazos Museum houses 
much of Knox County's colorful history, and the 1935 courthouse is lo- 
cated on the square. 
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Lamar County Courthouse — Paris 


The March 1916 fire that left downtown Paris in ruins ravaged Lamar 
County's massive 1897 Romanesque courthouse and tower, once 
thought indestructible. Lamar County Commissioners chose builders 
William G. Barry, Edwin R. Smith and Elmer George Withers to work 
with the Fort Worth architectural firm of Sanguinet & Staats to design 
a new courthouse. The court decided that it would be efficient to build 
the new structure upon the same foundation as the old courthouse. The 
upper ruins of the old courthouse were dismantled by July 1916. In late 
August the commissioners chose J. C. Buchanan and J. N. Gilder of 
Fort Worth to serve as contractors. Construction began in September. 
By that time the restoration and renovation of several other buildings 
around the square was nearing completion, downtown Paris took on a 
modern appearance. Completed by November 1917, the new court- 
house was built of fireproof concrete covered by rough pink granite sal- 
vaged from the 1897 building. Distinctive features include corner pavil- 
ions, granite columns and the Classical cornice with matching terra 
cotta ornament (notably eagles and medallions). Marked by triple- 
arched porticos, the primary entrances echo the Romanesque style of 
the original structure. Recorded Texas Historic Landmark-2000 
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Lamb County Courthouse — Littlefield 
1922 courthouse 


Lamb County was created in 
1876, but not organized until 
1908. It is named for George | . wieght ee 
A. Lamb, who died in the Bat- 2: ieee t= 
tle of San Jacinto. Its county aeons 
seat is Littlefield. Lamb 
County was unorganized until |i 
it could muster 21 qualified 
voters, which finally came in 
1908. Citizens donated labor for the first 9-room frame courthouse, 
which served until it burned in 1922, when a new courthouse was built 
in the town of Olton. It was remodeled in 1949 and served as a hospital 
and torn down in 1964. After a 1946 election, the county seat was re- 
moved to Littlefield. The 1955 courthouse architect was Atcheson & 
Atkinson. The style is Modern, of brick and concrete. A Lamb County 
Courthouse historical marker sits on the corner of 8th & Main Streets 
in Olton where the 1908 and the 1922 courthouses once stood. 
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Lampasas County Courthouse — Lampasas 


Lampasas County is seventy-five miles northwest of Austin. For his ser- 
vices in the Texas Revolution, John Burleson received 1,280 acres of 
land and established a permanent settlement in the 1850s. The city was 
first named Burleson; however, the name was changed to Lampasas 
Springs because of seven mineral springs. Lampazos or '‘lillies' grew 
around the springs. When the county was created in 1856, the law said 
"The county seat shall be same name as the county." The 1883 Lam- 
pasas County Courthouse is the third oldest Texas Courthouse still 
functioning. Waco architect Wesley Clark Dodson designed the court- 
house. Building contractors, Kane Brothers, and stone contractors, T. 
Lovell & Co. executed Dodson's plan in 1884. Reflecting influences of 
the Second Empire and Italianate styles of architecture, the Lampasas 
County Courthouse features a central clock tower, arched windows and 
a mansard roof. In 1884, the Commissioners Court authorized the city 
to place a Seth Thomas clock in the tower. In 1984 the clockwork was 
moved to the first floor for public viewing. Molding was placed on the 
first floor walls at the high water mark from a 1957 flood. 
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La Salle County Courthouse — Cotulla 


La Salle County’s first courthouse, 1884, was a two-story Second Em- 
pire style with a soaring clock tower in the center of the building front. 
It was burned by an arsonist in December of 1896. A second court- 
house was a square two story wood frame structure with a hipped roof 
and a three-tiered tower with a conical turret. This courthouse also fell 
to arson in 1904. The third courthouse was a two-story brick building 
with a hipped roof made of slate and Romanesque style details. The 
corners of the building extended slightly forward as did a central clock 
tower at the front entrance. In 1931, the 1904 courthouse was demol- 
ished and the fourth and current courthouse was built. Designed in an 
Art-Moderne style with Art Deco details, it was built with brick and 
concrete with ceramic and terra cotta ornamentation. It was designed 
by Henry Truman Phelps, his last Texas courthouse before his death in 
1944. The four story building (including a rooftop jail that is no longer 
used) is surrounded with pilasters that are crowned with stylized stone 
capitals. An ornamented stringcourse surrounds the rooftop and the 
spandrels are emblazoned with the initials of the county. A gilded terra 
cotta eagle with spreading wings is perched over each entrance. After 
serving the county for almost eighty years, the courthouse underwent 
an extensive restoration 1n 2012-2013. 
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Lavaca County Courthouse — Hallettsville 


The one hundred seventy-feet tall Lavaca County courthouse is made of 
brown sandstone and grey stone shipped in by rail as huge boulders 
from Mill County. These stones were measured and cut on site by local 
farmers and other laborers. It has a hipped roof and heavy towers with 
pyramidal roofs which look a whole lot like pyramids in Egypt. The 
windows are tall and narrow and have what are called lintels, made of 
stone. There are some incredible Romanesque arches all around the 
courthouse. And the clock tower can be seen from miles away. The 
tower has windows that are two-stories tall, and that is why this court- 
house looks so much like the one in Pittsburgh. Eugene Heiner was the 
designer of this, his final courthouse, since he died shortly thereafter at 
age 42. The 1899 Lavaca County Courthouse is now fully restored and 
is for its next century of service to Texas. This building is a masterpiece 
of Romanesque Revival design by notable Texas architect, Eugene 
Heiner of Houston. Ornate interiors were restored, the elevator was re- 
located to a more historically sensitive location, a new HVAC system 
was installed, and major repairs to the building’s 109 year old windows 
were made. The slate roof and distinctive tower were restored in a pre- 
vious round of the Texas Historic Courthouse Preservation Program. 
The building was rededicated on September 11, 2010. 
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Lee County Courthouse — Giddings 


In 1871 the new town of Giddings was founded, in what was then 
Washington County. Discussion began about the need for a new county 
so that residents would not have to travel so far to the county seat. A 
resolution called for the establishment of a new county to be named in 
honor of Robert E. Lee. Lee County has had 2 courthouses: 1878 and 
1899. Designed by James Riely Gordon in Romanesque Revival style, 
the Lee County Courthouse was completed in 1899. Located on Main 
Street between Hempstead and Richmond, the courthouse is three sto- 
ries tall with a clock tower with a face on each side of the building. 
Through the years, the courthouse retained the majority of its histori- 
cal integrity, but was threatened by basement flooding, resulting in 
spalling concrete and water infiltrating through rotted windows. The 
restoration work added below grade water proofing, repaired exterior 
masonry, restored the windows, and replaced mechanical and electrical 
systems. Decorative painting in the district courtroom was recreated 
and reflects the community's Wendish roots. The building was rededi- 
cated on October 8, 2004. In 2014, the county was awarded a 
$450,000 Round VIII emergency grant for above-grade repairs to ma- 
sonry, doors, windows, and interior finishes affected by structural 
movement, which was addressed by foundation stabilization work us- 
ing a Round VI $804,233 emergency grant awarded in 2010. 
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Leon County Courthouse — Centerville 


The 1858 Courthouse burned in 1886 and was replaced. The 1886 
Courthouse stands next to the Leon County Jail on the square. A mis- 
understanding between county commissioners and the contractor re- 
sulted in the cost being almost double of the estimate. Only the 1886 
courthouse is still standing. The architect was William Johnson and the 
style is Renaissance Revival. Built during the “golden age” of court- 
house construction, the box-shaped building does not have the grand 
features of other Texas county courthouses of that time and reflects an 
earlier era of Texas county courthouse design. The interior restoration 
of the courthouse is probably more impressive than the exterior. The 
ceilings are 16’ high on the first floor and 20’ high in the courtroom. 
Just about every inch of wood on the interior is original and has been 
restored, including the staircase, the floors, the wainscoting and the 
ceiling. The restoration included jury boxes on each side of the court- 
room, as when the jury could sit on the shady side of the courthouse, 
depending on the time of day. Additional and updated restrooms, along 
with the building’s first elevator, have also been installed. There are 
also two steel vaults displayed in the courthouse which survived the fire 
that destroyed the 1858 building. 














157 





Liberty County Courthouse — Liberty 





1896 courthouse 
Liberty has had seven court- 
houses. The first was erected 
in 1831, made of hewn logs. 
In 1836 Liberty became the 
county seat of Liberty 
County. In 1840, the second 
was a one-story frame house, | 
with split cypress boards. The 
third, a two-story frame 
structure, mid-1840s, mea- 
sured 32 feet by 40 feet. The 
first floor served as the court- 
room. Liberty County's fourth courthouse, completed by 1857, was fab- 
ricated of brick and financed primarily from the sale of land owned by 
the town of Liberty. Fire destroyed that courthouse in 1872. The fifth 
courthouse, also constructed of brick, was completed in 1877 but dete- 
riorated rapidly and after only 18 years was condemned and removed 
from the Square. Members of Liberty's Masonic Lodge laid the corner- 
stone for the sixth courthouse in 1895. The three-story structure was a 
popular local gathering place. The seventh courthouse, built of Texas 
Cordova cream limestone was completed in 1931 and enlarged in 1957. 
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Limestone County Courthouse — Groesbeck 


Limestone County has had 5 courthouses: 1847 Springfield, 1856, 1878 
Groesbeck, 1892, 1924. Limestone County was established in 1846. 
Springfield served as the first county seat, but geographic boundary 
changes and the burning of the Springfield Courthouse led to the desig- 
nation of Groesbeck as the county seat in December 1873. Three more 
official courthouses served the county before the early 1920s. The 
county employed the midwest engineering company of Amarillo to 
draw up plans for a new structure in 1923. The William Rice Construc- 
tion Company, also of Amarillo, received a contract for $300,000 to 
erect this structure. Rice had been the contractor for both the Lip- 
scomb and Lynn County courthouses. A fine example of a classical re- 
vival building with beaux arts influences, the 1924 Limestone County 
Courthouse is a variation on the most common themes of early 20th 
century courthouses. Then-modern construction methods, such as re- 
inforced concrete structural systems covered in brick and terra cotta, 
were employed. The elevations -- classical columns flanking the win- 
dows, upper floors adorned with balustrades and elaborate cornucopia 
moldings -- indicate that the edifice is intended to be viewed from all 
sides. The Limestone County Courthouse functions as the heart of 
Limestone County and it continues to be used for daily county govern- 
mental business. Recorded Texas Historic Landmark - 1998 
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Liscomb County Courthouse — Liscomb 


Established in 1886 and organized the following year with Lipscomb as 
county seat, Lipscomb County was named for Abner S. Lipscomb, an 
associate justice of the Texas Supreme Court in the 1840s-1850s. A 
one-story wood frame building served as the first county courthouse. 
During the first decade of the 20th century, the number of farms and 
ranches in the county more than doubled, and the population more 
than tripled that of the 1900 census. In 1915, county voters approved 
the issuance of bonds for a new, larger courthouse to serve the govern- 
mental functions of a growing county. The commissioners court se- 
lected William M. Rice of Amarillo as both architect and general con- 
tractor for the project. Edward S. Altmiller, who had been the contrac- 
tor for the 1910 Lipscomb County jail, served as construction superin- 
tendent. Rice designed the courthouse in the Classical Revival style, 
with style-defining features such as the arched doorway and the trian- 
gular pediment supported by Doric order columns over the entrance. 
Design and construction took place primarily during 1916, with final 
details completed in early 1917. Despite its status as the smallest town 
in the county, largely the result of being bypassed by the railroad, Lip- 
scomb retains its designation as county seat. The Lipscomb County 
courthouse, which dominates the town site, continues to function as 
the center of government and politics for county residents. Recorded 
Texas Historic Landmark - 2000 
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Live Oak County Courthouse — George West 


The county was organized in 1856, a stage stop between Corpus Christi 
and San Antonio. Live oak trees were prominent in the area. The first 
courthouse, 1857, was a one-story, Greek Revival style. In 1879-80, a 
second story with a hipped roof and front porches were added. A sec- 
ond unit was built in 1888. The first was demolished 1938-1940. In 
1912, land developer George Washington West donated his ranchland 
and $100,000 for a townsite named George West. The third and cur- 
rent courthouse dates from 1919. It’s a Classical Revival style building 
of brick and concrete with Corinthian columns which are supported 
upon a podium several feet above the ground and extended through the 
two main floor levels. This courthouse was the last one designed by 
noted Texas courthouse architect Alfred Giles before his death in 1920 
and it has many similarities to the courthouse he designed for Brooks 
County in 1914. A modern one-story annex, designed by Fort Worth ar- 
chitect Wyatt C. Hedrick, was built to the west of the courthouse in 
1956. The 1919 courthouse had a jail on the third floor with a gallows 
that was never used. The jail was moved to a new building constructed 
in 1962 and attached to the southeast corner of the courthouse. A re- 
modeling of the courthouse took place in 1986 and again between 1988 
and 1992. 
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Llano County Courthouse — Llano 


The Llano County Courthouse was built in 1892. This is Llano County's 
fourth courthouse. The original 1859 box-like structure burned down 
in 1880, destroying all the county records. 1880-1885 temporary 
courthouse: Architect C.S. Jones and builder J. K. Finely erected a tem- 
porary courthouse in 1880 with two rooms and a fireproof vault. 1885- 
1892 courthouse: A new 1885 courthouse was designed by Alfred Giles. 
This structure burned down January 22, 1892. County records were 
saved. Remains of the building were sold. The current 1893 two-story 
courthouse is Romanesque Revival style by A.O. Watson and Jacob 
Laramour. The firm of J. A. and G. H. Wilson of Sulphur Springs, 
Texas, was awarded the contract for a brick building trimmed with 
granite, at a cost of $47,000. Construction of the present-day court- 
house was completed on August 1, 1893. A foundation of granite sup- 
ports the marble and granite columns, with a brick and stone exterior. 
F. Heierman and Bros. of Austin manufactured the interior iron stair- 
way treads. Ornamental newels and balusters are of wood. The tower 
with colonnades and cupola was placed in the southwest corner, acces- 
sible only on the south and west. The roof of each corner pavilion sec- 
tion is pyramidal, with the main section truncated pyramid. A clock 
was added to the tower at a later date. 
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Loving County Courthouse — Mentone 


The Loving County Courthouse is in Mentone. The courthouse was 
built in 1935, replacing a temporary courthouse built in 1931. Loving 
County was organized in 1931 following an oil boom in the area; it 
reached a peak population of 600 shortly thereafter in 1933. Architect 
Evan J. Wood designed the building in the Moderne style; he was paid 
$2684.60 for his efforts. The two-story courthouse is the tallest build- 
ing in Loving County. As Loving County is the least populous county in 
the United States, few court proceedings have taken place at the court- 
house. Only 726 civil cases were filed at the courthouse between 1931 
and 2004, most of them involving car accidents or business disputes 
among the county's oil and gas producers. The county convicted its first 
felon in 1936, oilman Norman C. Hill, to four years in prison for steal- 
ing $4,000 worth of piping. Two jury trials in 2003 were the first in the 
county since its district court was established in 1955; the county's en- 
tire adult population was called for the 60-person jury panel, and es- 
tablishing a jury was nearly impossible due to a Texas law prohibiting 
relatives from serving on the same jury, as only two potential jurors 
were unrelated to another potential juror. Nonetheless, the courthouse 
plays an important role in Loving County, as nearly a third of its popu- 
lation is employed by the county government. The courthouse was 
added to the National Register of Historic Places on May 10, 2006. 
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Lubbock County Courthouse — Lubbock 


By 1915, the growth and prosperity of Lubbock County required the 
construction of a new, more modern courthouse. Begun in November 
of 1915, the substantial stone structure was built in the Classical Re- 
vival style, at a cost of approximately $100,000. In addition to the 
county offices and county and district courts, the courthouse contained 
a number of state offices and agencies. After the city of Lubbock was 
incorporated in 1909, city offices were housed in the courthouse until 
City Hall was constructed in 1923. In 1950, a new Lubbock County 
Courthouse was built to the west of the second courthouse. However, it 
became evident as construction progressed that the old courthouse was 
needed for offices for various state agencies and related activities. 
Thus, the 1916 courthouse remained until 1968, when it was demol- 
ished and Avenue H opened through the two-block public square. The 
1950 architect was Haynes & Kirby, the style is Modern and materials 
are limestone and granite. The 1950 Lubbock County courthouse has a 
large addition to the rear which was built in 1968. The addition 
matches the architectural style of the original part of the building. 
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Lynn County Courthouse — Tahoka 


In the early 1880s, sheep and cattle ranchers began to set up opera- 
tions in the county. The situation changed as large-scale ranching 
spread into the county. W C. Young of Fort Worth and Illinois Irish- 
man Ben Galbraith established the beginnings of the Curry Comb 
Ranch in the northwest part of Garza County. By 1880, it spilled over 
into Lynn County. The Square Compass Ranch of Garza County also 
protruded into Lynn County. The county remained sparsely settled 
ranching territory for two decades after 1880. It had no towns; the pop- 
ulation was nine in 1880, 24 in 1890, and 17 in 1900. Farmers began to 
move into the county and invest in corn, grains, and cotton. In 1876 the 
Texas legislature created Lynn County, which organized in 1903 with 
Tahoka as county seat. A two-story frame structure on this site served 
as courthouse until citizens approved a bond election for the current 
building in Jul. 1915. Designed by William M. Rice and built by A.Z. 
Rogers, the three-story building with full basement housed court- 
rooms, office space and the county jail. Completed in Dec. 1916, the re- 
inforced concrete building with red brick and cast stone veneer exhibits 
classical revival style in symmetrical facades repeated on opposite sides 
and porticos with ionic columns. 
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McCulloch county Courthouse — Brady 


County organized 1876, with Brady as county seat; first courthouse 
built 1879. Present courthouse (second and on same site) completed 
1900; Martin and Moodie, contractors, for "turn key" construction. Lo- 
cal labor and materials were used as far as practical. Native sandstone 
from local quarries. Modified Roman architecture employing arch 
vault. Victorian cupola; pine woodwork, flooring, at time of construc- 
tion. The 1899 McCulloch County courthouse received an interior and 
exterior restoration and was rededicated on September 5, 2009. While 
the clock tower has areas designed for a clock on each of the four sides, 
no clock is installed. The building is now sporting a red roof. It was 
added to the National Register of Historic Places listings in McCulloch 
County, Texas in 1977, and became a Recorded Texas Historic Land- 
mark in 1967. In 1963, the Texas Historical Commission designated the 
geographical center of Texas as being located 5 miles northwest of 
Brady. On the courthouse grounds is a Heart of Texas granite marker 
designed by Earl V. Finlay. The actual carving and inscription were 
done in 1958 by Brady native son Gary Bryson. Funding for the 7 feet 6 
inches monument was provided by the Brady Chamber of Commerce 
and the McCulloch County Commissioners’ Court. 
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McLennan County Courthouse — Waco 


In January 1850, the Texas Legislature created McLennan County from 
portions of Robertson and Milam counties, naming it for Neil McLen- 
nan, who had settled along the South Bosque River. A two-story log 
court building was completed in August 1851. By 1856, the county 
needed a larger courthouse. Robert H. Smith and N. M. Saunders 
served as contractors. Because of problems with the structure, includ- 
ing two fatalities due to faulty second floor doors, the county built a 
new courthouse and jail in the mid-1870s. Noted architect W.C. Dod- 
son designed the structure, completed in July 1877 by builders J.W. 
Mann & Bro., and Trice & Harris. Dodson's design, a two-story brick 
building, featured a Mansard roof and clock tower, and was celebrated 
for its beauty. By 1900, however, it also became too small for the 
county's needs. The Commissioners Court awarded the construction 
contract to Tom Lovell of Denton and accepted the finished building on 
March 3, 1902. One hundred years later, in September 2002, McLen- 
nan County residents celebrated the centennial of their fourth courts 
building, a magnificent Renaissance Revival courthouse crowned with 
statues of eagles as well as Themis, Justitia and Liberty. Today, the 
building remains an emblem of pride and justice, a link to the county's 
history and a symbol of its future. 
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McMullen County Courthouse — Tilden 


McMullen County has had two courthouses: 1877 and 1930. McMullen 
County was named for Irish empresario John McMullen. The name of 
the main town was changed from Dog Town to Colfax in 1871. In 1877 
Colfax was renamed Tilden, in honor of Samuel Jones Tilden, who ran 
for President in 1876 and lost to Rutherford B. Hayes. The first court- 
house for McMullen County was built in 1877. (The Texas Historical 
Commission lists the date for the first courthouse as ca. 1870.) It was a 
two-story wood frame building with a hipped roof and a staircase that 
led to a second floor porch. This courthouse burned down in 1929 and 
was replaced by a second courthouse in 1930 which is still in use today. 
The second courthouse was designed by Beeville architect William 
Charles Stephenson, Jr. in a Classical Revival style with Mission style 
influences. The rectangular structure is built of brick with a limestone 
water table, window lintels and sills. The entrances on the north, south 
and west sides have pedimented porticos supported by fluted Doric col- 
umns. The hipped roof is covered with red clay tiles and has curvilinear 
dormers in the center of each side. The building’s original corbeled 
chimneys have been removed and an addition was built to the rear 
(east side) of the building in 1964. The courthouse received further ren- 
ovations in 1908. 
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1896 courthouse 


Madison County has had five court- 
houses: 1854, 1860, 1870, 1896, 1970. 
The architect for the 1970 courthouse 
was Dickson, Dickson, Buckley & Bul- 
jlock. The style is Modern. The material 
for buildind is concrete and brick. Lo- 

» cated on the square at Main (Hwy 21) 
.and Elm Streets. All the previous county 
courthouses burned down: 1860 (burned 
= 6/5/1865), 1870 (burned 1/20/1873), 
1896 (burned 5/14/1967). The 1896 style 
was Richardsonian Romanesque with brick. Cost was $22,500 with a 
clock tower. It burned on Mother's Day May 14, 1967. 
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Marion County Courthouse — Jefferson 


Jefferson was founded in Cass County the early 1840s It became the 
county seat of the new Marion County in 1860. County leaders met in 
several different places before a vote was held in 1867 to construct a 
courthouse. The first was completed in 1874, designed by Thomas Hin- 
kle. It was a rectangular, two-story, brick, Greek Revival style building 
with a gabled roof, full entablature and a front facade containing a por- 
tico with four massive, unfluted Doric columns and a pediment that 
had a diamond shaped window. Complaining that the courthouse was 
too far from town, the government abandoned this building in 1876. It 
was later used as a school for Black children until it burned in 1937 (al- 
though the Texas Historical Commission lists the date as 1942.) The 
current courthouse, designed by architect Elmer George Withers in a 
Classical Revival style, was constructed between 1912 and 1913. It has 
receding porticoes on the front and rear sides and two, two-story un- 
fluted Doric columns framing the entrances. The building has a raised 
basement, an entablature and cornice surrounding the roof, 
balustrades over the front and rear entrances and a hipped roof cov- 
ered with red tile. The courthouse is a virtual twin to the courthouse 
Withers designed for Roberts County in 1913. 
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1908 courthouse 


Martin County was formed 
on August 21, 1876, from 
Bexar County and named for 
Wylie Martin, one of Stephen 
F, Austin's Old Three Hun- 
dred colonists. The inaugural 
ry county capitol was erected in 
hee 1886 for some $24,000. The 
a) structure was declared un- 

ena , spe I, * safe, razed, and replaced in 
ae with a $30.0 OOO © building. When a. third and final home of 
county government was constructed for $600,000, the dozen columns 
from the second courthouse were used to form a gazebo on the town 
square. Railroad promotion was a key element in attracting settlers to 
West Texas. The current Martin County Courthouse was built in 1975. 
The architect was Riherd & Huckabee. 
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Mason County has had three 
courthouses: 1875, 1878, 
1909. The 1909 architect was 
E. H. Hosford & Co. The 
style is Classical Revival and 
materials granite. Around 
10:15 PM on February 4, 
2021, fire broke out at the 
Mason County courthouse 
due to arson. It is thought 
that an accelerant was used to spread the fire. The courthouse was 
completely gutted and the exterior walls are the only things left. Fortu- 
nately, all of the county records had been removed for an upcoming 
historical restoration after receiving a grant of over $4.1 million from 
the Texas Historical Commission in 2020. Nicholas Miller was arrested 
for the fire. Complete restoration will cost $20M. When funded, con- 
tractors expect to have the courthouse completed restored in 17 months 
with modern heating, ventilation, and air conditioning systems, along 
with new electric wiring and an interior sprinkler system. 
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Matagorda County Courthouse — Bay City 


1895 courthouse 


The 1965 architect was 
Rusty, Martin & Vale. Mate- 
rial is concrete. The 1895 
courthouse was designed by 
Eugene T. Heiner, who de- 
signed many courthouses in 
Texas in the late 1800s. 
Heiner's name is absent from 
the the 1895 cornerstone, 
perhaps because the remains of the cornerstone are not complete. The 
builders are listed as Martin, Byrne, Johnston and Applegate. The firm 
of Martin, Byrne and Johnston also designed many county courthouses 
in Texas. The plans for the 1895 Matagorda County courthouse were 
reused for the 1897 Brazoria County courthouse which has been altered 
over the years, but is still in use as an historical museum. 
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Maverick County Courthouse — Eagle Pass 
1885 courthouse 


Maverick County has had two 
courthouses: 1885 and 1979. 
The 1979 architect was Barton J 
D. Riley & Associates. The | 
style is Modern with brick. 
The current Maverick County 
courthouse is north of the 
1885 building on Quarry St. 
The 1885 architect was aca acs Sa ANA ined | | 
Wahrenberger & Beckman. Style - Sraaiiens Revival. The exterior 
of the 1885 Maverick County courthouse was restored and the building 
was rededicated on October 13, 2005. The interior restoration included 
making it fully accessible, wood porches at the south elevation entries, 
returning the courthouse to its 1926 paint scheme, and restoring the 
existing original features, including the intact district courtroom. 
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Medina County Courthouse - Hondo 


Medina County was founded in 1848 with Castroville as the County 
Seat. The county is named for the Medina River. In 1892, as the result 
of an election, the seat of county administration was relocated to 
Hondo City (now Hondo). The commissioners court immediately or- 
dered a courthouse to be built at the new county seat. 


During the administration of County Judge B. Brocks, a building con- 
tract was let to the construction firm of Martin, Byrne & Johnson. 
Limestone with a slightly yellowish cast was secured about six miles 
north of town from the ranch of Joe Decker. Completed in 1893, the 
new courthouse provided office space for the county judge, tax asses- 
sor, treasurer, county attorney and district clerk, and featured a large 
district courtroom on the second floor. 


Between 1939 amd 1942, changes to the 1893 courthouse were made, 
including the addition of two two-story wings. Stone for the wings was 
secured again from limestone deposits on the Recker Ranch. The clas- 
sical revival courthouse exhibits some influences of the Italianate style. 
Prominent features include the rosticated stone walls, classical portico 
over the entry way, a broken triangular pediment, and stone hold 
molds with incised eastlake designs. Recorded Texas Historic Land- 
mark, 1984 
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Menard County Courthouse — Menard 


Menard County, organized 1871, conducted its first county business in 
a house built of pickets. A two-story limestone building designed by ar- 
chitect P. H. Mires served from 1880 to 1884. The building included a 
dungeon, in the northwest corner, for the county jail where prisoners 
were dropped and retrieved via a ladder. In 1884, a new courthouse 
and jail were completed in 1886. By the late 1920s, it was deteriorating. 
The new 1932 courthouse was designed by Elmer George Withers. The 
one-story front section steps back to a central, four-story design 
flanked by two-story wings. A jail is on the top floor and a basement jail 
was for prisoners too drunk or combative to get up all four flights of 
stairs. Long after the jail was relocated to another building, a python 
escaped from a traveling animal handler who was set up on the court- 
house square during the Jim Bowie Days Festival. The snake made its 
home in the basement holding cell for several years before it was re- 
moved. During a restoration process, financed by the Texas Historic 
Courthouse Preservation Program, the decision was made not to return 
the courtroom layout to its original design, where the judge and jurors 
could only see the back of an accused or defendant’s head. 
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Midland County Courthouse — Midland 


Midland County was established in 1885. The first courthouse was in 
1886. Others in 1906, 1930, 1974. There was mo way to expand the 
building. They decided to move to an 11-story building for all public 
services in one facility. Built in the early 1980s, it required modifica- 
tions. Existing walls and materials were reused to create an efficient 
layout for each department. 


The increased size of space allowed Midland County to incorporate 
nine new courtrooms into the facility. It includes office areas, court- 
rooms, administrative and high-security areas of the courthouse to 
plan for its current space needs and future growth. 
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Milam County Courthouse — Cameron 


Milam County, established in 1836, covered a huge portion of Texas. 
Over the years, fifty counties have been carved out of it. Cameron, 
named for Scotsman Ewen Cameron, who was shot by the Mexicans 
during the Mier Expedition in 1843, is just about in the middle of the 
county. George Erath surveyed and laid out the town. The first court- 
house, a wooden structure 30' X 20’, was the first building. It was re- 
placed by a second courthouse which burned on April 9, 1874, but not 
until after the county clerk, Mr. Williams, was shot. He and his wife 
were attending a function upstairs. As they descended the stairs, he 
was pulled away and shot by Jim Boles. Later, a counterfeiter, torched 
the courthouse to destroy the evidence. The old Phillip's Hotel was 
used in the interim. The third courthouse, a brick structure with a 
cupola and weather vane, was constructed in 1875. It was decided in 
1889 that a new structure needed to be built. This fourth courthouse, 
the present structure, was designed by A. O. Watson of the Larmour & 
Watson firm. It was approved by the Commissioners Court on April 20, 
1892. The old courthouse was torn down, and the new one was erected 
on its site. The design employed is Renaissance Revival with identical 
north and south facades. Made of cream-colored limestone, it is con- 
sidered sixty percent fireproof. Square Corinthian columns rise from 
the heavily rusticated base, while the four entrances have non-func- 
tional balconies. 
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Mills County Courthouse — Goldthwaite 


A number of the early settlers were German immigrants who toiled, as 
one put it, in a 'place that was a heaven for men and dogs-but hell for 
women and oxen.’ In 1885 the Gulf, Colorado and Santa Fe Railway 
built tracks, stimulating settlement. In 1887 the Texas state legislature 
carved Mills County from Brown, Comanche, Hamilton, and Lampasas 
counties. Goldthwaite became the county seat, named for Joe G. 
Goldthwaite, the railroad official who conducted the auction of town 
lots. John T. Mills, early judge, was born in Ireland in November 1817. 
He lived in South Carolina, and in 1837, moved to Texas and began to 
practice law. Mills County was named in his honor. The first court- 
house, 1890, designed by Oscar Ruffini, burned in 1912. The county 
hired noted San Antonio architect Henry T. Phelps to design this court- 
house, completed in 1913 by the Gordon-Jones Construction Company. 
Phelps chose the Classical Revival style for the three-story structure 
with basement, using a rectangular form, a central, ornamental pedi- 
ment and fluted, engaged columns. Recorded Texas Historic Landmark 
- 2002. In January of 2008, Mills County was awarded a grant of $5 
million by the Texas Historical Commission for the restoration of their 
courthouse. One commentator said "The ceremony was held in the 
courtroom. It was a great turnout and a lot more intimate than the one 
in Houston. I had always said that if this courthouse could get restored 
someday, it would be beautiful. Turns out, I was right. I didn't hear one 
complaint. Even the acoustics in the courtroom are good, unlike the 
echo sometimes found in other restored courtrooms." 
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Mitchell County Courthouse — Colorado City 


Mitchell County, named for Asa and Eli Mitchell, prominent partici- 
pants in the Texas Revolution, has had 3 courthouses: 1883, 1885 and 
1924. An area on the Colorado River was a popular camping ground for 
the Texas Rangers by 1877 and a settlement grew there, named Col- 
orado City. The first courthouse was built in 1883 by Martin, Byrnes & 
Johnston. It was a two-story, oblong, brick building of Italianate style 
with a Mansard roof, dormers and a square central cupola with a 
steeple. The courthouse was not on the plot of land set aside for the 
courthouse, but to the east of it in the middle of Oak Street, so it was 
demolished and rebuilt. The second courthouse was built in 1885, by 
the same group, a copy of the 1883 Bastrop County courthouse. It had 
entrance pavilions with pediments and balconies on each side and cor- 
ner pavilions with pavilion caps. A three tier clock tower sat in the mid- 
dle of the roof surrounded by a balustrade at its base. The 1885 court- 
house was replaced by the county’s third and current courthouse in 
1924. It is a three-story, Classical Revival style building with a facade of 
dark brick and limestone detailing with six Ionic columns across the 
front that span the second and third floors. The architect was David 
Sharon Castle, the “Architect of Abilene” and the contractor was J. H. 
Reddick. Air conditioning led to the covering of windows on the east 
and west sides of the building in an effort to keep the courthouse cool. 
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Montague County Courthouse — Montague 


Montague County, named for Daniel Montague, a surveyor and soldier 
in the Mexican—American War, was established in 1857. The county 
seat is Montague. Montague County has had four courthouses: 1858, 
1879, 1885 and 1912. The first courthouse was a log cabin, used until 
after the Civil War. An old frame store was used before a new two-story 
building was built which burned in 1873. All of the county records were 
lost in the fire. A former saloon was used until a new sandstone court- 
house was built in 1879. It also burned in 1884, by three men who had 
been indicted for cattle rustling and were trying to get rid of the evi- 
dence. The next courthouse was in 1885, built by T. J. Jarrell. A clock 
tower was removed after tornado damage in 1905. A 1912 storm broke 
many windows and damaged the roof so badly that it was decided to 
demolish this courthouse. Court was held in the opera house until the 
1913 unit was completed in 1913. The brick, Classical Revival style 
building was designed by Waco architect George L. Burnett and built 
by A. H. Rodgers of Henrietta. The cost of the courthouse was origi- 
nally to be $90,000, but structural changes raised the cost to 
$100,000. A county jail was located on the fourth floor until the con- 
struction of a new jail on the square was completed in 1927. A 1939 
storm damaged the courthouse’s dome. Its replacement was referred to 
as “penthouse,” “doghouse,” or “chicken coop.” The interior renovation 
covered most historic finishes, especially the courtroom. The building 
still retains many original features. In 2013, a new annex opened and 
the 1912 courthouse received a new tile roof. The replacement of the 
courthouse’s windows was completed in 2014 and efforts still continue 
to have the dome replaced and the courthouse historically restored. 
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Montgomery County Courthouse — Conroe 


The county seat is Conroe, named for Union Cavalry officer and Hous- 
ton lumberman Isaac Conroe. It has had five courthouses: 1838, 1842, 
1855, 1891, 1936. Montgomery was the first county seat, in 1838. The 
1842 court was a two-story building. In 1855, a Greek Revival brick 
building made the third courthouse. The 1870s railroad bypassed 
Montgomery and Willis became county seat in 1874. It returned to 
Montgomery in 1880 when the Houston & Texas Central went through. 
In the 1880s, Isaac Conroe moved his sawmill to a rail junction named 
Conroe’s Switch, and the county seat was moved there in 1889. The 
1891 (4th) Second-Empire courthouse, designed by Eugene T. Heiner, 
stood until demolished for the present 1936 courthouse, designed by 
Austrian-born architect Joseph Finger, with a large central mass and 
flanking blocks. It has carved limestone stripes, stars and stylized ea- 
gles and county name over the east and west entrances. A small, 
square, numberless clock sits in the middle at the roofline. A jail on the 
top floor which was used until 1965. Two-story brick additions with a 
parking garage beneath were added in 1965. Columned porticoes were 
also added to the east and west side entrances. The 1936 courthouse is 
still in service today with a sky bridge connecting the north side of the 
1965 addition to the courthouse annex across West Davis Street. 
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Moore County Courthouse — Dumas 


Moore County is located in the north central part of the Panhandle of 
Texas. Moore County was created in 1876 and organized in 1802. It is 
named for Edwin Ward Moore, the commander of the Texas Navy, the 
naval warfare branch of the Texas Military Forces during the Republic 
of Texas years, from November 1835 until February 1846. 


Moore County has had two courthouses: 1893 and 1930. The 1930 ar- 
chitect was Berry & Hatch and the style is Moderne with material of 
brick and concrete. The 1930 Moore County courthouse sits on the 
same plot of land as the county's first courthouse, donated by the presi- 
dent of the land company that founded the town, Louis Dumas. The 
building was constructed with a rooftop jail that was used until 1979. 


The original 1893 courthouse was replaced by the current 1930 struc- 
ture, built by C. S. Lambie and Company at a cost of $155,000. The 
brick building was occupied by county officials during the first week of 
August 1931. Both courthouses have held all county records and have 
served as focal points for the community and for the entire county. 
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1882 courthouse 


Morris County is located in 
northeastern Texas. It was de- 
marked from Titus County on 
March 13, 1875, and named 
for William W. Morris, district 
judge and Texas legislator. 
The county seat is Dainger- 
field, named in honor of Capt. 
London Daingerfield who was killed in an 1830 battle with Indians on 
the site that became the town in the1840s. Morris County has had two 
courthouses: 1882 and 1973. The 1882 courthouse is now a museum. 
Its architect was Peterson & Stuckey and it was built in 2-story brick 
Classical Revival style. Bays defined by simple pilasters with capitals of 
corbeled brick; rectangular plan with walls projecting in steps so that 
18 rooms benefited from corner light and ventilation. The current 1973 
courthouse was designed by Pierce, Pace & Associates in Moderne 
style. Building materials are brick, concrete. The Daingerfield based 
law firm of Nix, Patterson and Roach purchased the historic 1882 
courthouse and renovated it for their law offices. The exterior restora- 
tion was completed around 2001. 
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1904 courthouse 


Motley County has had three 
courthouses: 1892, 1904 and 
- 1948. The county is named 
% for Junius William Mottley, 

ee who died in the battle of San 

“8 Jacinto. (spelling error when 

© county was named) In 1878, 

ie 5 Henry H. Campbell began 

buying cattle for his Matador 
Land and Cattle Company for 
the famed Matador Ranch. Settlers came in the early 1890s. In 1891, 
the county was organized. Matador was county seat. The General Land 
Office required a county seat to have 20 businesses. Matador Ranch 
employees opened temporary stores stocked with ranch supplies. The 
1892 unit burned in 1894. Sheriff Joe P. Beckham and county money 
went missing. Beckham was cornered and killed in Indian Territory 
(now Oklahoma) by a posse led by Texas Ranger Set. W.J.L Sullivan. 
The second courthouse built in 1904 also burned. The 1948 architect 
was Wyatt C. Hedrick. The courthouse is Moderne, built by BMFP Con- 
struction, Lubbock. It is a 2-story courthouse clad in brick. 
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1911 courthouse 


Nacogdoches County was or- 
ganized in 1837. Both city 
and county were named after 
the Nacogdoches Indians. 
The first, 1779, courthouse 
was called "The Old Stone 
Fort", known as La Casa 
Piedra due to the Spanish 2 
rule over Texas. The next courthouse, 1840-1827, was a vernacular 
wooden structure. This courthouse did not last long on account of poor 
conditions which led to frequent recesses from the court. The was a 
clear depiction of Gothic architecture and Second Empire Baroque, a 
unique roof shape with iron work at the top. After a fire almost de- 
stroyed the west end of downtown, a fourth courthouse was con- 
structed in 1912. This structure was of Greek revival, popular during 
the 18th and late 19th centuries. It had Doric pillars prominent at the 
courthouse's entrance. The 1960 courthouse reflected a different de- 
sign. The most noticeable element of the courthouse is the red tile roof, 
a great reflection of the Spanish Eclectic style popular between 1915 
and 1940. Another aspect of the Spanish Eclectic style is the asymmet- 
rical build to the building which can be seen in the placement of win- 
dows and archways. There is also greater emphasis upon this style as 
seen by the narrow archways towards the entrance of the building. The 
only elements that do not appear to fit with the Spanish style of archi- 
tecture are the wider archways and casement windows located on the 
side of the building and under the red tiled shed roof. These arches 
show off more of an Italianate style that was popular between 1840 and 
1845. The 1958 architect was J. N. McCammon. The style is Modern. 
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Navarro County Courthouse — Corsicana 


Navarro County has had five courthouses: 1848, 1853, 1857, 1880 and 
1905. Navarro County was created in 1846. It was named for early 
statesman Jose Antonio Navarro (1795-1871), a signer of the Texas 
Declaration of Independence. The first county seat was at the home of 
William R. Howe, an early settler on the Chambers Creek in present- 
day Ellis County. In 1848, Corsicana was designated the seat of govern- 
ment, and offices were in the home of Hampton McKinney. The second 
courthouse was a log cabin located on the corner of West First Avenue 
and Twelfth Street. Another courthouse, built at this site in 1853, 
burned in 1855, requiring the construction of a third building. In 1880, 
Austin architect F. E. Ruffini designed a fourth courthouse for Navarro 
County. The elaborately ornate building proved too small for the needs 
of the growing county, and a shifting foundation caused the structure 
to be condemned in 1904. The present courthouse was designed by ar- 
chitect J. E. Flanders of Dallas. Constructed of red Burnet granite and 
gray brick, it was completed in 1905. The Beaux Arts Classical Revival 
structure features a clock dome and a pedimental entryway with free- 
standing Ionic columns. Recorded Texas Historic Landmark - 1983 
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Newton County Courthouse — Newton 


Newton County has had three courthouses: 1848, 1853, 1902-03. The 
first 1848 courthouse was in Burkeville. A land title dispute moved the 
county seat to Newton in 1853. The courthouse was a two story wood 
frame building with a hipped roof. The third and current unit was built 
in 1902-03, in Second Empire style with sloping, metal roof with round 
and arched dormers and triangular pediments, a truncated clock tower 
and corner quoins with a bracketed cornice and bracketed balconies 
over the entrances. In 1929, a bell and clock were installed. The interior 
was altered over the years, with false walls to create more office space 
and closing the upper balcony to add heating and air conditioning. In 
1936-37, an annex and jail addition was built and the brick exterior was 
covered in stucco. On August 4, 2000, an electrical fire destroyed the 
courthouse. All that remained was the four outer walls and some inte- 
rior walls on the first floor. The courthouse sat abandoned for six years. 
The courthouse was going to be restored to its 1937 condition. The new 
clock tower, manufactured in Utah, was installed on May 20, 20009. 
The restoration was completed in 2012 and the courthouse officially re- 
opened at a rededication ceremony on the courthouse square on De- 
cember 8, 2012. 
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1888 courthouse 


Nolan County has had four courthouses: 
1882, 1888, 1917 and 1977. The 1888 court- 
house, in order to save money, the contrac- 
tor used plaster of paris for cement. Within 
a few years, the building started crumbling 
and was reinforced but later had to be re- 

~ built. The 1977 courthouse architect was 
Welch & Hampton and the style is Modern. 
On Friday, September 9, 2011, one of the courthouse's granite panels, 
weighing nearly a ton, fell off the building. The metal connecting the 
panels to the walls were rusted. All panels were removed in 2012. A $4 
million renovation was completed in 2014, with granite panels replaced 
with white, green and gray limestone panels, completely changing the 
appearance of the courthouse. 
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Nueces County Courthouse — Corpus Christi 


Nueces county was formed in 1846. It is named for the Nueces River 
(Rio Nueces - River of Nuts), which empties into Nueces Bay. Post, 
named for an indian village, fell into Anglo-American hands in 1835 
during Texas Revolution. Strategic value of this area was recognized in 
1845 when U.S. Army forces camped here en route to battle fronts in 
Mexican War. The county was created 1846 and organized in 1847 with 
Corpus Christi as the county seat. Nueces County has had four court- 
houses: 1853, 1875, 1914 and 1977. The 1977 architect was a joint ven- 
ture of Smyth & Smyth, Kipp & Winston, Wisznia & Petersen, Bennett, 
Martin & Solka. The style is Modern, of concrete and steel. 
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Ochiltree County Courthouse — Perryton 
1890 courthouse 


Named for William Beck 
Ochiltree, Republic of Texas 
judge, secretary of treasury, 
and Confederate officer. 
Ranching revolved around 


' +i ee 
= 


| =a 
Bs veniane = 2— Ochiltree, founded in 1885. 





Texas & Santa Fe Railway in 
1919 altered the county. 
"Ochiltree, fifteen miles south of the railroad, was disadvantaged when 
a new town, Perryton, was laid out on the railroad in 1919. Perryton 
was immediately made the county seat. During the next year the entire 
town of Ochiltree was moved to Perryton, and by 1920 Ochiltree had 
disappeared completely. Ochiltree County has had two courthouses: 
1890, 1928.The 1890 courthouse was a frame, 2-story, costing $9,100. 
The 1928 unit architect was Corlett & Welchons, cost $80,217. 
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Oldham County Courthouse — Vega 


Oldham County was formed in 1876 and organized in 1881, and named 
for Williamson Simpson Oldham, Sr., a Texas pioneer and Confederate 
Senator. At the time of its organization, nearly the entire county was a 
part of the XIT Ranch. The county seat was originally at the town of 
Tascosa, Texas, which in the 1880s was one of the largest towns in the 
Panhandle. As the railroads came through the county, however, they 
bypassed Tascosa; several new towns and farms sprang up along the 
rail lines, and by 1915 Tascosa had a courthouse and almost no resi- 
dents; the county seat was moved to Vega that year. Oldham County 
has had two courthouses: 1884 in Tascosa and 1915 in Vega. The 1884 
Oldham County Courthouse can be found at the former county seat of 
Tascosa, now Cal Farley's Boys Ranch, 385 North, just after crossing 
the Canadian River. The Present Oldham County Courthouse in Vega 
dates from 1915. The arrchitect was O. G. Roquemore and the style is 
Classical Revival. The courthouse can't be missed at Main and US Hwy 
385. "The original hipped roof was removed in 1967. An addition was 
built onto the north side of the building and the jail is attached to the 
south side. 
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Orange County Courthouse - Orange 
-|1898 courthouse 


be) Orange County was carved 
a from Jefferson County on 
j January 5, 1852, and its 


139% Madisonville prompted the 
BN name change to Orange in 
41858, named for the orange 
~ grove planted by early set- 





tlers at the mouth of the Sabine River. 


Orange had been known by a variety of names; Strong's Bluff, Huntley, 
Green's Bluff, Jefferson, and Madison. Because of its proximity to the 
Gulf and as gateway to Texas and the West, the city quickly developed 
as a maritime and cultural center. The 1937 unit is the fourth county 
courthouse. The first was built in 1853. The second, 1884, burned on 
April 14, 1898. All county records were stored in a vault and were not 
harmed by the fire. The 1937 unit was designed by Charles Henry Page. 
It acquired "wings" on the east and west sides in 1964. Gale Cook was 
the architect. 














1892 courthouse 


Palo Pinto County was created in 1856, 
named for a creek by Spanish explorers. The 
county seat was originally named Golconda. 
Palo Pinto County has had three court- 
houses: 1857, 1882 and 1940. The first was 


built of wood, with two doors and three win- ae f- 
dows, costing $300. In 1859, the town name EN a 


was changed to Palo Pinto. In 1882 a large 
sandstone structure was built, costing 


$35,000. It was Second Empire styling with a central clock tower. A 
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two story sandstone annex was added in 1906. In 1940 these buildings 
were demolished and a new courthouse was erected by Work Projects 


Administration workers. The reinforced-concrete structure featured 
subtle classical detail and was clad with some of the sandstone from 
the old buildings. It was completed in 1942 at a cost of $250,000. 














1885 courthouse 


On March 30, 1846, the Texas legis- 
lature established Panola County 
[derived from ponolo, the Cherokee 
word for 'cotton'] from parts of 

= Shelby and Harrison counties. 
=== Panola County has had six court- 
== houses: 1846, 1848, 1850, 1853, 
1885 and 1953. 





One of the worst architectural errors 
in judgement occurred in Panola County. The 1885 courthouse (a twin 
to Shelby County’s courthouse) was replaced with the 1953 structure in 
use today. The old courthouse was auctioned for materials and a park 
was made of the courthouse lawn. The 1885 style was Gothic Revival. 
The architect was John Joseph Emmett Gibson and the materials were 
High buff brick tourelles with buttresses. It cost $27,375 and was de- 
molished in 1953. The 1953 courthouse is Modern in style and was de- 
signed by architect Preston M. Geren. The materials are concrete and 
brick. A jail is on third floor. 
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Parker County Courthouse — Weatherford 


The county was created in 1855, named for Isaac Parker, a state legisla- 
tor who introduced the bill that established the county in 1855. Parker 
County has had four courthouses: 1856, 1858, 1878 and 1885. The first 
was a wooden building, and the second and third both burned down. 
The Parker County Courthouse was designed by architect W. C. Dod- 
son. The exterior of the Parker County Courthouse was restored in the 
early 1990s. However, the interior was heavily modified. In 2002, with 
a grant from the Texas Historic Commission's Historic Courthouse 
Preservation Program, Parker County Judge Mark Riley and Commis- 
sioners Court, restored the original interior configuration and finishes. 
The district courtroom, one of the largest in the state, was restored to 
its original size. The courtroom originally featured decorative wall and 
ceiling painting, small wood balconies and patterned floor coverings, 
all of which were restored. The original floor pattern was recreated in 
carpet. The mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems were replaced 
and the courthouse made accessible to people with disabilities. In the 
future, the community hopes to restore the design of the original court- 
house square, which has been completely lost to highway and parking 
lots. The courthouse was rededicated in the Spring of 2004. 
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Parmer County Courthouse — Farwell 


Parmer County was established in 1876, named for Martin Parmer, a 
signer of the Texas Declaration of Independence. The area of Parmer 
County and parts of nine other counties on the western side of the Pan- 
handle was controlled by the Capitol Syndicate who organized the XIT 
Ranch in 1885. Parmer County has an interesting history of court- 
houses. An election was held making Parmerton the county seat. A sec- 
ond election was held in December 1907 and Farwell was made the 
county seat. Soon afterwards, the town of Parmerton faded away. In 
1913, the town of Friona challenged Farwell for the county seat. An 
election was held, but Friona lost. The election results were contested, 
but in 1916, the court ruled in favor of Farwell. Parmer County's first 
courthouse was a one-story wood frame building built on Parmerton 
Hill, the halfway mark between Friona and Bovina. When Farwell be- 
came the county seat, the first courthouse was towed to Friona but 
burned in the 1950s. A second, permanent courthouse was not built in 
Farwell until 1916 and is still in use today. The current courthouse was 
constructed of brick in a Classical Revival style. The architects were C. 
Risser and William C. Townes and the contractor was William M. Rice. 
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Pecos County Court — Fort Stockton 


Pecos county was created in 1871 and organized in 1875. It is named for 
the Pecos River. It is one of the nine counties that comprise the Trans- 
Pecos region of West Texas. The courthouse was built in 1883 of Classi- 
cal Revival style and made of stone. The architect was L.B. Westerman. 
According to The Courthouses of Texas: a Guide by Mavis P. Kelsey 
and Donald H. Dyal, this is the only courthouse that Pecos County has 
had. The guide states that the courthouse once had a dome placed 
there during a remodeling in 1911-12. The dome was removed in the 
1930s. From the Texas Historical Commission's Atlas: "Central dome 
removed. Originally built in 1883, partially demolished and remodeled 
in 1911-12. The courthouse square also includes the first school (also 
1883) and the "Zero Stone" which was a base point from which all West 
Texas land surveys originated (stone placed in 1859). 


The town of Fort Stockton began near the Fort Stockton army post at 
Comanche Springs as St. Gaul, Texas, but was renamed Fort Stockton 
in 1880. The town of Iraan, Texas, prides itself on being the birthplace 
of cartoon caveman Alley Oop, when creator V.T. Hamlin worked in the 
oilfields. Although first published in the Des Moines Register in 1932, 
Hamlin claimed to have originated the idea while he watched dinosaur 
bones being dug up by oil equipment. Visitors to Iraan can visit the Al- 
ley Oop Museum found on Alley Oop Lane. Fort Stockton pays tribute 
to the agile roadrunner with its Paisano Pete the Roadrunner statue. 

















Polk County Courthouse — Livingston 


Polk County, named after President James K. Polk, was one of twenty- 
three counties formed by the first state legislature of Texas in 1846. 
Polk County has had five courthouses: 1846, 1847, 1854, 1884 and 
1923. The first courthouse was a $10.00, one-room log cabin built by 
Texas Revolutionary War veteran John English in 1846. The second 
was completed in 1847, 26’ x 22’ x 20’ log cabin. The third was a 40’ x 
40’ two-story brick in 1854. The third courthouse was so thoroughly 
renovated, receiving a new stone facade, that a new courthouse 
emerged. The renovated 1854 unit became the fourth in 1884, built of 
stone and brick, designed by Eugene T. Heiner in Second Empire style. 
In 1902, downtown Livingston was destroyed by fire and the 1884 
courthouse was the only downtown building that survived. The county 
outgrew it and in 1905, a 23’ x 43” annex was built of locally made red 
brick. The fifth and current courthouse began in 1923, in Classical Re- 
vival style (aka Texas Renaissance) with Beaux-Arts details such as 
large entrance columns, arched windows, a cross-axial floor plan and a 
flat roof with decorative balustrades. This courthouse was the first 
courthouse for Polk County to have electricity, indoor plumbing, a fur- 
nace for steam heating, telephones and drinking water from another 
source other than from roof run-off. 
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Potter County Courthouse — Amarillo 


Potter County has had six courthouses: 1887, 1888, 1896, 1906, 1932, 
1986. Organized in August 1887, Potter County erected its first court- 
house in 1888 in old town Amarillo. The building was constructed by 
Mays, Hightower, and Jackson for a cost of $191. Over the years, three 
more courthouses were built as Amarillo and Potter County grew. Dur- 
ing the 1920's the Panhandle experienced an oil boom. As a result, 
business increased, the population of Amarillo nearly tripled, and eight 
sky scrapers were added to the city. The fifth courthouse in Potter 
County, this building was designed by Architect W.C. Townes of 
Townes, Lightfoot and Funk of Amarillo. It was constructed at a cost of 
$420,000 in 1930-32 by Amarillo builder Charles Lambie. More than 
500 laborers, residents of Potter County, applied to work on building 
the new courthouse. The Potter County Courthouse is a fine local ex- 
ample of an art deco style institutional building. It exhibits stepped 
massing from its entrance pavilion to the top of the tower, and skillful 
use of details that include ornamental figural and botanical bas relief, 
symmetrical pilasters and metal casement windows. Recorded Texas 
Historic Landmark - 1996 
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Presidio County Courthouse — Marfa 


Standing tall among flat plains in Marfa, Texas, the Presidio County 
Courthouse is a lovely pop of pink within the rugged desert terrain of 
West Texas. The Marfa courthouse was preceded by a facility, no longer 
extant, in Fort Davis from 1880 to 1885, when the county seat was relo- 
cated from Fort Davis to Marfa. 


San Antonio architect Alfred Giles beat out eighteen other competitors 
to submit the winning bid on designing the 1886 courthouse at a cost of 
$60,000. Giles modeled the Second Empire style building after the El 
Paso courthouse he also designed in 1886. When the structure was 
completed, the county held a celebratory grand ball on January 1, 1887. 
The courthouse can be seen from almost any location in Marfa. De- 
signed of brick and stone quarried in Marfa, the exterior is of pink 
stucco with Lady Justice sitting atop the central dome. The tower is 
spanned by Roman arches. Interiors are designed of pecan wood. 
Dormers extend over the roof, with triangular pediments and iron 
cresting. The building has entrances on all sides, meeting in a central 
rotunda. When designed, the district courtroom took up the entire east 
side of the second floor. The grand jury room was on the third floor. A 
remodeling took place in 2001. 
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Rains County Courthouse — Emory 


The current courthouse is the fourth for Rains County. The county was 
named for Emory Rains, a Republic of Texas senator, state legislator 
and early settler in the area who helped to establish Rains County. The 
first courthouse was a temporary log building. A two room structure, 
built in 1871, burned in 1879, with all county records. The third came in 
1884. The current courthouse was built around the old 1884 vault. The 
two-story Maltese cross-shaped, Classical Revival style building, de- 
signed by St. Louis architect Andrew J. Bryan, was built of “ginger” 
brick (named for its color) and has projecting, two-story wings between 
the entrances. Although originally planned to be on the west, south and 
east sides, the entrances ended up facing the northwest, southwest and 
southeast. The foundation of the courthouse was built with the crushed 
brick and clay from the previous building. A central dome of metal 
slate, which was not in the original plans, was added at the time of con- 
struction. There were many changes over the years: two-story jail addi- 
tion, new 1959 paint, peaked roofs and extended wings in 1962, re- 
moval of chimneys, wood floors, stucco-covered brick walls and 
pressed tin ceilings. Workers found the original pressed tin ceiling in 
the courtroom was mostly intact with only small portions needing to be 
replicated. Stucco on interior walls was returned to original pale-yel- 
low color and all wood trim look brand new. Rains County proudly dis- 
plays its restored county courthouse in Emory Texas. 
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RANDALL COUNTY | ANNEX J 





1908 courthouse 


Randall County has had four court- 
houses: 1892, 1908, 1968 & Present. 
.,. | loday’s courthouse depicts the 
Lj 4c | modern age, completed in the 

UF *-= 1980s, was a reimagined Wal-Mart 
store. Meanwhile, the icon of Ran- 
dall County history, its 1909 court- 
house, has faced impending destruction more than once in the last 
thirty years. It was built in 1909 with a Classical Revival construction 
designed by the architect Robert G. Kirsch, of brick with stone and 
terra cotta trimmings; it is three stories high with large dome in center. 
A group of concerned citizens, with assistance from the Texas Histori- 
cal Commission, managed to fend off a movement to demolish the 
landmark, eventually funding the restoration and preservation of its 
exterior, including the removal of a “modern” annex added in the 
1960s and the return of the clock tower. 
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1911 courthouse 
Reagan County has had three court- | 


houses: 1904 and 1911 (Stiles), 1927 
(Big Lake). Reagan County was 
carved from Tom Green County in 
1903 and named for Senator John 
Henninger Reagan, (1818-1905), 
who served as postmaster general of = 
the Confederate States of America and also as a U.S. Senator, U.S. Rep- 
resentative, and first chairman of the Railroad Commission of Texas. 
Stiles became the first county seat. 





After constructing two temporary frame courthouses, county officials 
built a striking two-story white stone building in 1911. Native stone was 
quarried from a hillside a half a mile from the site. The county seat was 
moved to Big Lake in 1925. The ruins of the 1911 courthouse still stands 
in Stiles. The 1927 unit is the third County Courthouse. It was built of 
brick with a Renaissance Style. According to Terry Jeanson, the court 
house corner stone is not on the corner. 
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Real County Courthouse — Leakey 


Leakey was the county seat of Edwards County from 1883 to 1891 when 
a vote moved the seat to Rocksprings. Real County, named for busi- 
nessman and State Senator Julius Real, was organized in April 1913. 
Leakey was named the county seat and a temporary building was 
erected. Judge D. D. Thompson began planning for a permanent court- 
house upon his election in 1917. Architect H. A. Reuter designed the 
1918 courthouse, with McCreary & Schott as contractors. A local 
builder known as "Scotty" Archibald made a significant contribution. E. 
F. Vanderbilt was construction superintendent. Using native limestone, 
workers erected Reuter's vision of a Classical Revival edifice with a 
fortress-like facade. The rusticated limestone bands were laid in regu- 
lar courses with quicklime bonding to create the building's texture and 
solid feel. A stone pediment with simple cornice topped by a standing 
seam metal roof contributes to the building's character. Renovations 
and additions made in 1978 transformed the original doors into large 
central windows with flat arch and transoms. The fine structure retains 
its original flavor and distinctive features and remains the center of 
Real County government. Recorded Texas Historic Landmark - 2000 

















Red River County Courthouse — Clarksville 


Red River County has had 4 Courthouses: 1830 (Jonesboro), 1840 
(Madras - La Grange), 1850 (Clarksville), 1884. In Red River County 
sits one of East Texas' oldest and northernmost counties, the court- 
house at Clarksville. Built in 1884, the courthouse boasts turrets and 
buttresses of mellow yellow stone cut from a quarry near Honey Grove. 


Because its architecture is part Victorian, part Gothic, and part Italian 
Renaissance, someone once described it as Late 19th Century Debat- 
able. The architect was Willaim H. Wilson and the style is Renaissance 
Revival & Second Empire, built with limestone. Recorded Texas His- 
toric Landmark - 1966. 


The courthouse clock ticked from 2:30 p.m. on May 27, 1885, until it 
developed troubles and was electrified in 1961. This saved the janitor of 
30 minutes of hard winding once a week, but four months later, at 4:35 
a.m. on a June morning, Old Red started striking and struck her bells 
120 time before someone pulled the plug. 


A town wag described it as the night that got later than it ever has 
been.” 














206 


| lpn 
IF 
4 
, Bei 
: Ae) 
Bs 


=— 


\ 


S | \ 
- 
— i 





1886 courthouse 


Pecos was named the seat of gov- 
ernment when Reeves County was 
separated from Pecos County in 
1883 and organized in 1884. The 
county was named for Confederate 
colonel George R. Reeves. Reeves 
County has had two courthouses: 
1886, and 1937. The 1886 architect was Martin, Byrne & Johnson and 
the style was Italianate. It was 2-story brick and cost $39,500. 





® re" Aas 
eta ss SS a eee 2 
COURT HOUSE AND JAIL PECOS, TEXAS 


The 1937 Reeves County courthouse was designed by the fraternal ar- 
chitectural firm of Trost & Trost. The Trost brothers were based in El 
Paso and designed at least 300 buildings there (including the 1917 El 
Paso County courthouse) and hundreds more throughout West Texas, 
New Mexico and Arizona. 


The 1937 courthouse architectural Style is Classical Revival with 
Mediterranian elements. It is a 3-story brick structure with many 
planes that advance and recede, with full arched brick entries and fan- 
lights. Casement windows, Spanish tile central hipped roof flanked by 
flat roofed sections. The cost to build was $120,000. 

















Refugio County Courthouse — Refugio 


The county and city of Refugio are named after the Spanish Mission De 
Nuestra Senora Del Refugio (the Mission of our Lady of Refuge) estab- 
lished here in 1795. The Spanish mission building served as Refugio 
County's courthouse at various times from 1837 to 1848. Construction 
of a permanent county courthouse began about 1850 on the town's cen- 
tral plaza, dedicated for municipal buildings when Refugio was a Mexi- 
can pueblo (1821-1836). The one-story courthouse, made from shell 
concrete and cypress lumber, was enlarged to a two-story structure in 
the late 1850s. A new courthouse, built in the mid-1870s, burned in 
1879 and was replaced with a new structure in the late 1850s. A new 
courthouse, built in the mid-1870s, burned in 1879 and was replaced 
with a new structure in 1880. 


The fifth Refugio County courthouse, designed by San Antonio archi- 
tect Atlee B. Ayres and built by local contractor W.H. Borglud, was 
completed at this site in December 1917. In the 1920s oil and natural 
gas were discovered in significant quantities throughout Refugio 
County. The burgeoning oil and gas industries led to an increase in 
population and business activity in the county, and in the 1950s the 
county courthouse was expanded with the addition of north and south 
wings. Refugio County courthouse continues its traditional role as the 
county's governmental and judical center. Sesquicentennial of Texas 
Statehood 1845-1995. 
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Roberts County Courthouse — Miami 


Roberts County is in the NE Panhandle of Texas. It is the seventh-least 
populous county in Texas. Its county seat is Miami, which is also the 
county's only incorporated community. The county was created in 1876 
and organized in 1889. It is named for Oran Milo Roberts, a governor 
of Texas. Roberts County is one of six prohibition, or entirely dry, 
counties in the state of Texas. The Roberts County courthouse was de- 
signed by noted Texas architect Elmer George Withers in 1913 in the 
Classical Revival style popular in early 20th century public architec- 
ture. The courthouse is constructed of brick with columned porticos 
above monumental stairs. A cast stone balustrade frames a red clay 
mission tile roof above the two entrances. All new building systems 
were carefully integrated into the project. The district courtroom fea- 
tures a beautifully restored plaster frieze contrasting with decorative 
stenciled freizes in all other spaces. An hexagonal ceramic tile floor 
with inlaid mosaic patterns, including a large star at the main corridor 
crossing, complement the restored marble base, marble wainscot, and 
plaster walls. The courthouse was rededicated on June 2, 2012. 
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Robertson County Courthouse — Franklin 


Robertson County, named for Sterling Clack Robertson, has had four 
courthouses: 1837 (Old Franklin), 1850 (Wheelock), 1856 (Owensville) 
and 1882 (Morgan, renamed Franklin. The first came in 1839. The sec- 
ond was in 1850. The third was a two-story, forty foot square wooden 
structure, in 1856. In 1879, the county seat was moved to Morgan, re- 
named Franklin to honor the original county seat. The fourth and cur- 
rent Second Empire style courthouse came in 1881 and accepted in 
1882. Designed by F. E. Ruffini, the three-story stone building had cor- 
ner pavilions with Mansard roofs, clock tower dome with cresting and a 
pediment over the south side entrance. It was decorated with a cornice, 
corner quoins, dormers, bulls-eye windows, segmented arched lintels 
with keystones over the windows and a small balcony over the south 
entrance. Remodeling in 1923 replaced the original roof with “Alamo” 
parapets and the interior reconstructed. Annexes were built in the 
1970s and the old jail was expanded. In 2009-2011, the annexes were 
demolished and a new rear annex matching the 1882 courthouse was 
completed. A restoration of the 1882 courthouse’s original roof was 
completed in 2014 along with the restoration of the 1882 jail. 
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1892 courthouse 


Several farmers were digging 
a well in 1851 when they dis- 
covered a subterranean rock 
wall that crossed the county 

" and occasionally appeared at 
- ground level. It is a natural 

- geological formation, but folk 
tales say it was built by pre- 
historic natives. Surveyed 
and laid out in 1854, the 
town of Rockwall was named. In 1836 the area was established as part 
of Nacogdoches County, and when Texas joined the Union in 1845, it 
was included in Henderson County. Kaufman County was formed in 
1847, and the region now known as Rockwall County was placed in the 
jurisdiction of the new county. The 1878 courthouse was replaced by a 
native sandstone building in 1892 at a cost of $25,000 and was an ar- 
chitectural showpiece of its day. As beautiful as it was, in the late 1930s 
the mortar began to fail and the building was deemed unsafe and was 
demolished. The new $37.2 million courthouse was completed in 2011 
and dedicated on November 11, 2011. Designed by Brinkley Sargent Ar- 
chitects, the exterior is brick with stone details and the interior features 
terrazzo floors, granite wall paneling and mahogany ceiling paneling. 
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Runnels County Courthouse — Ballinger 


The county was named for Texas legislator and former governor of 
Mississippi, Hiram George Runnels. His nephew, Hardin Richard Run- 
nels, was elected governor of Texas from 1857 to 1859. The first county 
seat, for one month, was Walthall. Runnels City was established and 
the first courthouse was built there in 1880. Ballinger, named for 
William Pitt Ballinger, was established south of Runnels City at the 
junction of Elm Creek and the Colorado River. The second and current 
courthouse came in 1889 in a two-block square set aside by the Santa 
Fe Railroad and remains one of the largest courthouse squares in 
Texas. It was designed by Houston architect Eugene T. Heiner and 
built by contractor Tom Lovell in Second Empire style with Italianate 
influences. Local stone in its construction was accented with sheet 
metal work and Mansard roofs. In 1941 the courthouse underwent an 
extensive remodeling under architect Roy Lane of Dallas and contrac- 
tor Oscar Rose. Two-story wings were built onto the east and west ends 
of the building with matching stone and the original stone was sand- 
blasted to blend in with the new wings. The wood framed roof and cen- 
tral cupola were removed and replaced with a flat, steel roof. The inte- 
rior of the courthouse was renovated at this time as well, including the 
dropping of the ceiling in the district courtroom. Despite the changes, 
much of the historic fabric of the building is still intact and the court- 
house remains an important focal point of the community. 
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Rusk County Courthouse — Henderson 


Rusk was named after General Thomas Jefferson Rusk, a Texas Revo- 
lution veteran and signer of the Texas Declaration of Independence, 
The first courthouse was of log construction in 1843. It was demolished 
for the second courthouse in 1850 which was destroyed by fire in 
March of 1878. The third courthouse construction at the highest eleva- 
tion, dominating the surrounding landscape and could be seen for 
miles. Designed by F.E. Ruffini, it was a red brick and stone, Second 
Empire style building with Italianate clock tower. It had chimneys, 
elaborate cornice, pediments at the roof line, balconies and windows 
with segmented and round arches in contrasting colors. The fourth and 
current courthouse was constructed in 1928, designed by Arthur E. 
Thomas, Corneil G. Curtis and A.C. Gentry. It is in Classical Revival 
style (Texas Renaissance). This four story building has a parapet roof, 
raised basement and the main entrances lead up to the second floor. 
The modest ornamentation includes brick pilasters between each bay 
of windows with carvings in their capitals and festoons on the span- 
drels between the second and third floor windows. An oil boom more 
than tripled Henderson’s population between 1930 and 1933 and in 
1936, an addition in the same architectural style and detail was added 
to the west side of the courthouse, designed by the building’s original 
architect, Arthur E. Thomas. 

















Sabine County Courthouse — Hemphill 


Sabine County was named for the Sabine River which forms the east- 
ern border of the county and the state of Texas. On December 14, 1837, 
Sabine County was organized and its boundaries defined. The county 
boundaries have remained unchanged since its establishment. Milam 
served as the seat of local government in Sabine County until 1858, 
when voters decided to move the courthouse to a more central location. 
E.P. Beddoe drew the assignment of finding the right spot and platting 
a town there. They named it Hemphill in honor of John Hemphill, for- 
mer chief justice of the Supreme Court of the Republic of Texas and of 
the State of Texas. The first courthouse at this site burned in 1875 and 
was replaced by a larger frame structure. The present building was 
started in 1906 by N. A. Dawson under the direction of James Barney 
Lewis. The two two floors were rebuilt following a fire in 1909 and a re- 
modeling of the structure was completed in 1938 by the Works 
Progress Administration. 
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San Augustine County Courthouse — San Augustine 


When the town of San Augustine was platted in 1834, this property was 
reserved for the public square, but it was another 20 years before the 
first courthouse was constructed here. San Augustine was one of the 23 
original counties established after Texas won independence from Mex- 
ico in 1836. Early courts were held in the Mansion Hotel, and by 1840 
the county government operated out of the federal custom house. In 
1854, San Augustine County built its first courthouse. An 1890 Ital- 
ianate structure was demolished for the current 1927 building. This 
third Courthouse is of Texas lueders stone. It is symmetrical in plan 
with a central entry bay and exhibits Classical Revival style. Architect 
Shirley Simons was the designer and the firm of Campbell and White 
were the builders. Over the years, the square has been a gathering place 
for community and county events. Monuments placed on the grounds 
include a bronze statue of James Pinckney Henderson, first governor of 
the state of Texas and a resident of San Augustine; and a veterans 
memorial erected in 1951. The 1927 courthouse stands as a center of 
politics and government for the people of San Augustine County and an 
important part of the city’s 20th-century architectural heritage. 
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San Jacinto County Courthouse — Coldspring 


San Jacinto County has had two courthouses: 1871 and 1917. The 
Carnes Hotel was used for court until an 1871 Victorian style two-story 
wood frame courthouse was built. In 1887, a brick jail was built across 
from the courthouse. The jail was expanded in 1911 and continued to be 
used until 1980. In 1895, a one-story brick records vault was built be- 
hind the courthouse. It stood until demolished in 1980, but the 1887 
jail is still standing. On March 30, 1915, fire destroyed the courthouse 
but county records were saved in the vault. A new courthouse, in Clas- 
sical Revival style, was built with locally fired brick. The entrances on 
each side had large entry stairs and Corinthian columns topped with 
corbelled brick capitals that reached the roof. A small penthouse was 
built in the center of the roof with a glass skylight below it over an inte- 
rior central rotunda with concentric staircases. The courthouse origi- 
nally had a jail in the basement with a winding staircase that led to the 
original location of the witness stand and judge’s bench in the second 
floor district courtroom. When the courthouse was completed in 1917, 
the post office relocated there and remained in the courthouse for ten 
years. By the time the courthouse was finished, most businesses and 
residences had relocated to the new town site which served to boost the 
development of the town. In 1937, a WPA improvement plan led to 
changes in the courthouse’s exterior. The Corinthian columns and 
brick capitals were replaced. Despite the modifications over the years, 
the 1917 San Jacinto County courthouse still dominates the town of 
Coldspring and continues its role as the seat of county government. 
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San Patricio County has had six 
courthouses: 1837, 1853, 1872, 1886 
(San Patricio), 1893, 1928 (Sinton). 
In 1828 200 Irish Catholic families 
settled on eighty leagues of land and 
- established Patricio de Hibernia, af- 
“ter the patron saint of Ireland. In 
1845 Corpus Christi was county seat. In 1846 San Patricio claimed it. 
Sometime prior to the Civil War, construction began on a stone court- 
house, but it was never completed due to the unsettled times of the 
war. Records show that many local residents used stones from the con- 
struction site to build chimneys for their homes. 


In 1893 Sinton became the county seat. The 1893 architect was James 
Riely Gordon. The contractor was Otto P. Krueger and the style was 
Richardsonian Romanesque. It was demolished in 1927. The current 
1928 courthouse architect was Henry T. Phelps. The style is Texas Re- 
naissance and the building materials are brick. 
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San Saba County Courthouse — San Saba 


San Saba County has had three courthouses: 1857, 1878 and 1911. In 
1856, the Texas Legislature created and organized San Saba County. A 
two-story frame courthouse (1857-1878) and later a stone courthouse 
(1878-1910) on this site served the county and provided space for pub- 
lic gatherings. In 1910, the City of San Saba incorporated, and county 
residents, spurred by news of a railroad connection, authorized a new 
courthouse. Alabama architect Walter Chamberlain designed this Clas- 
sical Revival (Texas Renaissance) building, faced in pressed brick and 
rusticated sandstone. The Late Williard Robinson, called it the 
"archetype" of the style. Completed by the time of the first train's ar- 
rival in August 1911, it serves as the seat of justice "from the people to 
the people." Recorded Texas Historic Landmark - 2004. 
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Schleicher County Courthouse — Eldorado 


Schleicher County is a county located on the Edwards Plateau in the 
U.S. state of Texas. Its county seat is Eldorado. The county was created 
in 1887 and organized in 1901. It is named for Gustav Schleicher, a 
German immigrant who became a surveyor and politician. Constructed 
in 1923-24, this courthouse replaced an earlier building on this site 
which burned in 1917. Designed by noted architect Henry T. Phelps of 
San Antonio, the 3-story Classical Revival structure features four half- 
round giant order Doric columns which support a large entablature. 
Native stone for the building was obtained from nearby quarries. The 
courthouse has been the site of numerous community events over the 
years. Recorded Texas Historic Landmark - 1991. 
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Scurry County Courthouse — Snyder 


The Comanches were relocated to Oklahoma reservations after the Red 
River War of 1874-75, and buffalo hunters and ranchers moved into 
what is now Scurry County. Buffalo hunter J. Wright Mooar began 
making excursions into the region in 1874, and by 1877 Mooar was said 
to have killed 20,000 buffalo on the plains. That year William H. Sny- 
der opened a trading post to sell supplies to buffalo hunters in the area, 
and soon a small settlement of dugouts and tents grew around Snyder's 
place. The first large ranch in the area was established in 1877 by Tom 
and Jim Nunn, who drove longhorns from South Texas to land along 
tributaries of the Clear Fork of the Brazos River. 


Scurry County was established by the Texas legislature in 1876 from 
lands formerly assigned to Bexar County; in 1880 there were 102 
residents, including eight blacks, living in the area. The county was 
attached to Mitchell County for judicial purposes until 1884, when it 
was organized. Snyder, the growing trading post, became a townsite in 
1882 and the county seat in 1884. The area was named for William R. 
Scurry, a Confederate general."Scurry County has had 2 courthouses: 
1886, 1911. The 1886 courthouse general contractor was Martin, Byrne 
& Johnson. Building materials were brick, 2-story, and cost $25,000. 


The 1911 architect was Lang & Witchell. The style is Texas Renaissance 
and the materials were brick. The 1911 unit is encased in granite from a 
remodeling in 1972. The tower had been removed in 1950. The 1972 
remodeling architect was Joseph D. Hinton. 
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Shackelford County Courthouse — Albany 


Organized in 1874, Shackelford provided a way station for rowdy cow- 
boys along the Western Cattle Trail, a home for saloons and gambling 
halls like The Bee Hive. By 1875, Shackelford County had its first court- 
house. Considered a “flimsy” courthouse, however, the simple two- 
room picket structure was an easy mark for vandals who occasionally 
broke into the building. Improvements were slow but steady and by 
1883 a new courthouse was in order. James Edward Flanders designed 
it. Flanders’ Second Empire style required the use of native limestone 
hauled to the construction site by fourteen men and six teams of mules 
and wagons from a quarry just southwest of the courthouse square. 
Scottish stone masons comprised much of the rock crew and the im- 
pressive stonework is a testament to their superior craftsmanship. The 
courthouse’s scored plasterwork is one of the building’s artistic high- 
lights. During the courthouse’s restoration, completed in 2001, the re- 
pair to the stonework and interior plaster required all new plaster in- 
corporate historic scoring pattern made to appear as stone. The job re- 
quired scoring at least two thousand linear feet of lines. On the exte- 
rior, matching the historic tooling of existing stonework on new stone 
patches was accomplished with a pointed rock and a small stick. An- 
other very unique feature is carpet in the District Courtroom with a 
pattern replicated from the original 1883 carpet found during the 2001 
restoration. 
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Shelby County Courthouse — Center 


When Texas became independent from Mexico in 1836, Shelby County 
was created, naming it after an American Revolutionary soldier named 
Isaac Shelby. Shelbyville, once called Nashville, became the county 
seat. In 1866 Center became the county seat and was named for its cen- 
tral location. A total of twelve chimneys encompass the courthouse. Ar- 
chitect J. J. E. Gibson of Ireland wanted his masterpiece to look like 
the castles in his native country. It is the only remaining Irish castle 
style courthouse in the United States. The courthouse is a two-story 
Romanesque brick building. Two million-plus bricks were made, while 
mortar was made from sand toted via oxcart from Louisiana, forty 
miles away. In Summer the windows were opened for cooling. That 
caused a bit of an aviary problem. Once, the attention of the court kept 
straying as a bird flew from gable to gable. The judge asked if someone 
could do something about it, and BANG! Someone did. A renovation 
was completed in 2000. Rooms now contain historical artifacts. The 
wooden floor is refinished to a shine. An 1885 coin in the floor center 
commemorates the year the courthouse was finished. This courthouse 
is the only USA courthouse that has fireplaces in the restrooms. 
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Sherman County Courthouse — Stratford 


Sherman County was created in 1876 and organized in 18809. It is 
named for Sidney Sherman, who fought in the Texas Revolution. Both 
Sherman County and Sherman, Texas, are named for the same person, 
but the city of Sherman is located in Grayson County, 430 miles south- 
east. Sherman County has had three courthouses: 1889 (Coldwater). 
1901 and 1922 (Stratford). The 1889 unit was of rock and was 22' x 33’. 
The builder was J.M. Turner. The 1901 two-story wood unit was built 
in Stratford after the county seat moved from Coldwater. The architect 
was H.W. White: contractors were O.W. Coffee & W.H. Farmer. It 
burned in 1922. The current unit sits on the same grounds. The 1922 
architect was Parker & Rittenberry; style is Texas Renaissance and ma- 
terials are concrete and brick. It is a Recorded Texas Historic Land- 
mark on the square at the corner of North Third and Fulton Streets. 
The jail cells from the original jail in the first county seat of Coldwater 
were installed in the third floor of this courthouse and used until 1972. 
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1910 courthouse 
Tyler, settled in the 1840s, owes its 
name to President John Tyler. 
Smith County, of which Tyler has 
been the only county seat, was cre- 
ated in 1846 from part of what is 
now Nacogdoches County. The 
county was named for General 
James Smith, a Texas Revolution 
leader who was serving in the Republic of Texas Congress when the 
county was named for him. Smith County has had five courthouses: 
1846, 1848, 1851, 1910, 1955 and a new one proposed in 2022. The 
1910 unit was dismantled in 1955. The current courthouse, built in 
1955 and intended to hold two courtrooms, now holds eight and is al- 
most full and poses safety concerns. Each floor of the new courthouse 
is about 35,000 square feet and has four courtrooms, all meeting the 
industry standard size of 2,300 square feet. There will be a total of 12 
courtrooms, leaving three for future growth. 
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Somervell County Courthouse — Glen Rose 


The county, taken completely from Hood County, was named for 
Alexander Somervell, who led an expedition to Mexico under the Re- 
public of Texas. The first and only county seat is Glen Rose, named in 
1872. It comprises 188 square miles, the second-smallest area among 
Texas counties. Glen Rose, the principal town and county seat, is fifty- 
five miles southwest of Fort Worth. Somervell County has had two 
courthouses: 1882 and 1893. Somervell County got its first courthouse 
in Glen Rose in 1882, but the courthouse and all county records burned 
in 1893. The second and current courthouse was built in 1894 by archi- 
tect John McCormick in Romanesque Revival style. The roof and clock 
tower were damaged in the 1902 Glen Rose tornado. County funds at 
the time limited the repair, which eliminated the clock tower. Building 
materials were native limestone and cost $13,300. Originally with 
wrought iron cresting on mansard roof and detailed sheet metal on 
clock tower; altered in 1975 with wooden shingles covering tower sur- 
faces. In 1986, work was done to restore the structure to its original de- 
sign. 
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Starr County Courthouse — Rio Grande City 
1886 courthouse 


Starr County is in South Texas with 
the Rio Grande as its boundary with 
Mexico. It is named for James , 
Harper Starr, physician, Republic of | 
Texas treasurer, land agent, banker, | 
and Confederate official. Starr 
County has had three courthouses: 
1854, 1886, and the current 1939. The first was a two-story warehouse. 
Historians surmise that two skeletons found on the patio of the build- 
ing were men who died on the nearby hanging tree. In 1886, the Com- 
missioners Court contracted with S.W. Brooks to construct a $20,000 
temple of justice. The 1939 is a Moderne style, designed by Stanley 
Bliss. Starr County Judge Eloy Vera said in March 2022, referring to 
repairs needed. “Our roof is in really bad shape. Our plumbing is horri- 
ble. Our electrical is very old. Elevator needs a lot of work. The court- 
rooms — we really have no jury rooms.” The cost of the project will be 
about $10 million, $2.4 million federal grant, a USDA loan for about 
$4.4 million, and $4 million from the Texas Historical foundation. 
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Stephens County Courthouse — Breckenridge 


Originally named Buchanan County after President James Buchanan, 
the county was renamed in 1861 to honor Alexander H. Stephens, the 
vice president of the Confederate States of America. The Texas legisla- 
ture established Stephens County in 1858 from lands formerly assigned 
to Bosque County. In 1861, after Texas had left the Union, the small 
town of Picketville was designated the temporary county seat, and the 
county was renamed to honor the vice president of the Confederacy. 
"The county was organized in 1876, and Breckenridge became the seat 
of government. Stephens County has had three courhouses: 1876, 1883 
and the present 1926. The ornate doorway was the main entrance of 
the three-story red sandstone courthouse built here in 1883. Carved 
into these columns are the names of architect J.E. Flanders, County 
Judge E.L. Walker, and three of four commissioners. The fourth was 
omitted because he objected to the cost of the construction. A large cis- 
tern at the rear of the building provided water for the town. The oil 
boom of the 1920s attracted more people to this area. The Stephens 
County Courthouse, designed in 1925 with construction spanning 
through 1926, creates a dramatic governmental landmark for both 
Stephens County and the city of Breckenridge. The courthouse occu- 
pies the public square central to the town's gridiron street system. Abi- 
lene architect David Castle finished this efficient composition in a so- 
phisticated Classical Revival styling, rendered in light gray limestone 
throughout. 
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Sterling County Courthouse — Sterling City 


Sterling County is located on the Edwards Plateau, the ninth-least pop- 
ulous county in Texas. Its county seat is Sterling City. The county is 
named for W. S. Sterling, a buffalo hunter, rancher, and Indian fighter 
who may have been the first permanent settler in the area. The county 
was established and organized in 1891 from Tom Green County. A spir- 
ited contest between Sterling City and Commins (Cummins) for the 
county seat was fueled by the local newspapers, the Sterling Courier 
and the North Concho News. When the county's voters chose Sterling 
City as the county seat, Cummins did not survive. Most of the Cum- 
mins population moved to Sterling City by the end of the year. Cum- 
mins became a ghost town. County voters in 1898 elected to make Ster 
ling a dry county, prohibiting the sale of alcohol within its boundaries. 
Sterling County has had three courthouses: 1891, 1905 and 1938. The 
1891 architect was Oscar Ruffini. It was a 2-story frame building, cost- 
ing $1800. It became a hotel after construction of the 1905 Sterling 
County Courthouse. The 1905 unit was Stone, $25,000. The 1938 
courthouse architect was David S. Castle and the styse is Art Deco. The 
General Contractor was Templeton & Cannon. It is a 3-story brick 
building. WPA construction cost was $85,000. 
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1888 courthouse 


* Stonewall County, named for Con- 
‘| federate general Thomas J. 

¥ (Stonewall) Jackson, has had 5 
ve courthouses: 1889 & 1891 (Rayner). 
1900, 1911, 1984 (Aspermont). 
"Captain" W.E. Rayner organized a 





from Jones County in 1888. Rayner 
was the first county seat. In 1898 it moved to Aspermont. Aspermont 
means "rough mountain" in Latin, and is probably a reference to the 
nearby Double Mountains. The city was founded by A. L. Rhomberg of 
Swiss-Austrian descent, who might have been a descendant of the no- 
ble family Aspermont from Graubtinden. Marshall Formby, later a 
Texas state senator, operated the Aspermont Star weekly newspaper in 
the middle 1930s. The paper is now known as the Double Mountain 
Chronicle. The 1888 courthouse rock remains are 1/2 mile east of As- 
permont. The 1891 courthouse in ghost town Rayner is now a private 
residence. The 1900 courthouse burned on Aug 9,1910 and records of 
the county judge, sheriff, tax collector, and some of the surveyors office 
were lost. The 1984 unit is Moderne, made of Brick with Stone details. 
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Sutton County Courthouse — Sonora 


The 1891 Courthouse is the only one Sutton County ever had. Oscar 
and his brother F. E. Ruffini, were known for their courthouse designs. 
Oscar Ruffini adopted the mansard roofing and iron gabling of the Sec- 
ond Empire style, with hipped and mansard roofs, squared domes, and 
Baroque detailing. Ruffini elected to minimize the more decorative as- 
pects, utilizing locally quarried, cream-colored limestone and enhanc- 
ing each entrance with simplified classical stone details. A resolution, 
recorded in 1901, said “The Court House shall be used for dancing 
twice in every month only, except holidays when a said committee shall 
meet and shall control the Court House and are responsible for any 
damage from breakage which might occur during the dance.” In 1902, 
a fire destroyed many buildings, requiring new construction. Although 
modified over the years, the courthouse maintains much of its original 
character. By 2002, the courthouse received a complete restoration, re- 
turning the exterior details to their original Second Empire state just as 
Ruffini had designed them and the interior to an original 19th century 
elegance that features artistic woodworking and decorative stenciling. 
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~~~ 1909 courthouse 


Tulia is the county seat of Swisher 
County, 70 miles north of Lubbock. 
The area was named for James Gib- 
son Swisher, a veteran of the Texas 
Revolution. In 1876 the Texas legis- 
lature carved Swisher County from 
Young and Bexar. In 1880 four peo- 
ple were reported living in the area. 
Ranching came to the county as the 
= buffalo were eliminated. Swisher 
County remained largely unsettled 
until the JA Ranch of Charles Goodnight expanded in 1883. By the late 
1880s the scattered residents needed for a local government. In June 
1890. An election held on July 17 formally organized the county with 
Tulia, a tiny settlement, chosen as county seat. Architect Elmer George 
Withers designed this red brick courthouse. It still stands in the court- 
house square in Tulia. Unfortunately, it's unrecognizable, having been 
"remodeled" in 1962 to give a the county a "modern" courthouse. The 
alterations included the removal of the tower, roof, and top floor of the 
building, and new wings on the north and south sides. 




















Tarrant County Courthouse — Fort Worth 


Tarrant County has had six courthouses: 1849 & 1856 (Birdville), 1860, 
1876, 1881 & 1895 (Fort Worth). Tarrant County, named for Edward H. 
Tarrant, a military commander, Texas Ranger and Indian fighter, was 
organized in 1850. The first Birdville courthouse was in 1849, followed 
by a second in 1856. The third, in Fort Worth, was built 1860- 1866. It 
burned on March 29, 1876. Most of the county records were lost. In 
1876 came the fourth courthouse. The fifth courthouse, in 1881, was a 
remodel of the 1876 building. Architect James J. Kane removed the 
dome and added a third floor with a central tower. The sixth court- 
house began in 1893 with the former courthouse being demolished the 
following year. The new courthouse was completed in 1895. Built in a 
Renaissance Revival/Beaux-Arts style out of Texas pink granite with a 
steel frame, it was designed by Kansas City architects Frederick C. 
Gunn and Louis S. Curtiss. The 1895 courthouse retained its original 
appearance until the 1950s when a Civil Courts Building, designed by 
Fort Worth architect Wyatt C. Hedrick. In 1983, a renovation removed 
false ceilings, restored floors, courtrooms and stairwells and re-opened 
the rotunda. A 1988 remodeling of the 1958 Civil Courts Building, by 
architect George C.T. Woo, covered the structure in synthetic stucco 
that was painted to match the stone of the 1895 courthouse. 
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Taylor County Courthouse — Abilene 


1883 courthouse 


The county is named for Edward, 
George and Taylor, three brothers 
"= .. | who died at the Battle of the Alamo. 
=== Si. Taylor County has had four court- 
SS houses: 1879 (Buffalo Gap), 1883, 
he ss 1914, 1972 (Abilene). The current 
= courthouse was built: 1970 — 1972. 
The style is Modern and the architect was Tittle, Luther, Loving & Lee 
with construction by Rose & Sons Inc. The building faces north and is a 
five story pink colored granite and concrete Modern style structure. 
The building is located on landscaped grounds in the center of Abilene. 
The building has a narrow pillars rising to the fourth story and forming 
an overhang with the interior glass walls being recessed. The fifth story 
is faced with pink colored granite and has few windows. The roof line is 
flat. The County District Court courtrooms are located on the fourth 
story and The County Court at Large courtroom is located on the fifth 
story. The building houses the State District Court, Constitutional 
County Court and County Courts at Large. The 1883 courthouse 
strongly resembled the 1883 Shackelford County Courthouse in Al- 
bany. It was demolished to make room for the 1914 courthouse. 
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Terrell County Courthouse — Sanderson 


1906 courthouse 
Terrell County was named for 
Alexander Watkins Terrell, jurist, 
Civil War officer, and statesman. In 
1905, Terrell County was created 
and Sanderson, in honor of railroad 
Engineer Joseph P. Sanderson, be- 
came county seat. In 1881, Texas & 
New Orleans RR surveyors reached 
the site of Sanderson. One of the 
first to settle in the area was a man 
named Charlie Wilson, who estab- 
lished a saloon, the Cottage Bar Saloon. He also bought all of the lands 
for the building of Sanderson townsite. In had a competitor, Judge Roy 
Bean, who also hoped to capitalize on railroad crews. When Bean 
opened another saloon, Wilson spiked his whiskey with “coal oil”. Bean 
soon moved eastward to Langtry. Wilson’s riddance of his competitor 
would later earn Sanderson the name, “Town Too Mean for Bean.” Ter- 
rell County became one of the biggest sheep and wool producers in the 
U.S. The 1883 courthouse was demolished to make room for the 1906 
courthouse. The 1906 courthouse, by architect Henry T. Phelps in 
Spanish Colonial Revival style, was remodeled in 1930 and 1983. 

















234 





Terry County Courthouse — Brownfield 


1906 courthouse 


ia Terry County was demarked in 

1876. Its county seat is Brownfield. 
The county is named for Benjamin 
») > Franklin Terry, a colonel who com- 
manded the Terry's Texas Rangers 





| settled by ranchers such as Ira J. 

~ Coulver, J. R. Quinn, Englishman Q. 
Bone, and Marion V. Brownfield. The County is one of the most pro- 
ductive pumpkin producing counties in the United States.Terry County 
has had 2 courthouses: 1906, 1925. The 1906 Terry County Courthouse 
was 40 feet square and 24 feet high and the contracted construction 
cost was $3800. The 1925 architects were Peters & Haynes and the 
contractor was J.M. Morgan Const. Co. It is in Texas Renaissance style. 
A 1951 addition doubled the size of their 1925 building. A $3.2 million 
renovation/restoration that begun in late 2011 was completed by the 
summer of 2013 and an open house was held on July 26, 2013. 
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HVAC and electrical systems. 








Throckmorton County Courthouse — Throckmorton 


Throckmorton County has had two courthouses: 1879 and 1801. In 
1890, Martin, Byrnes & Johnson the 1891 unit in Italianate style. A 
five-year restoration in 2015 deleted the 1930s addition and renova- 
tion. Restoration of windows, doors, roof and wooden cupola was 
done. The original long-leaf pine flooring, wainscoting, doors, tran- 
soms, ceilings, stairs and shutters were restored to their 1890 appear- 
ance. Modern amenities included accessibility needs and an elevator, 
ramps, bathrooms, new fire safety and security measures, and updated 
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1895 design 


Titus County has technically had 
five courthouses. Four of them built 
prior to 1870. The current dates 
from 1895. Calling it "The Ugliest 

_ |Courthouse in Texas" springs from 





§ above-average building when it was 
mi first built in 1895. Pretty, but not 
=——fancy. It was a composite of typical 
contemporary designs. All across Texas Beaux-arts and Victorian mas- 
terpieces were dismantled or destroyed to make way for the clean, sleek 
lines of Moderne and Art Deco. Here in Titus County, however, the 
courthouse wasn't demolished. County commissioners figured it was 
easier and less costly to remove just enough of the old so it could be 
covered by the new. That was done in 1940. 
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Tom Green County has had four 
courthouses: 1876, 1882, 1885, 
1928. The 1885 architect was W. W. 
Larmour. Construction superinten- 
dent was Oscar Ruffini. The style 
was stone Second Empire. 





It had Mansard cupolas on the corner pavilions, bracketed pediments, 
roof ventilators and a central, truncated clock tower. The 1885 court- 
house was demolished in 1927 when the current courthouse was being 
built. The 1928 architect was Anton F. Korn and the building is Classi- 
cal Revival of brick and stone, with a monumental Corinthian column 
colonnades on two facades. 


It was listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1988. It has 
a full entablature and a high roof parapet. A curtain wall of glazed glass 
behind the columns provides contrast. It was listed on the National 
Register as part of the San Angelo Multiple Resources study. 
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Travis County Court House. Austin, Texas. 1876 courthouse 


san, | Travis County has had three court- 
4, \Ge) houses: 1855, 1876, 1930. A log 
ths, cabin was used prior to 1855. By the 
1860s, the jail was inadequate and 
a a ice i the location inconvenient. In 1876, 
Jee ees © Mn this first courthouse was abandoned 
and in 1906 the stone structure was 
demolished. The 1930 unit is in Moderne style. Additions were made in 
1959, 1962. The 1876 Courthouse, a three-story limestone building, 
was a breathtaking example of “Second Empire” architecture. Resplen- 
dent with ironwork cresting, decorative dormers, and Mansard roofs. 
However, by 1927 it had become so infested with rats, bats, pigeons, 
and other vermin. In 1931 it was vacated. The building was remodeled 
and used as offices for State agencies. In 1964, this structure was also 


demolished. 




















Trinity County Courthouse — Groveton 


Trinity County, named for the Trinity River, has had 5 courthouses: 
1850, 1857, 1874, 1884, 1914. By 1868, the county had its first court- 
house and courthouse fire. The log structure and all county records 
were lost. Four years later, the second unit, with all records except sur- 
veys and the local Justice of the Peace documents (stored elsewhere), 
were burned. In 1878 the next courthouse burned with major damage 
rather than complete destruction. The county seat’s final move, to 
Groveton, at first perpetuated the bad luck. A poorly constructed court- 
house and jail began to fall apart, requiring chains and rods throughout 
the building to prevent the walls from collapsing. A 1910 fire helped the 
process along it was demolished for the 1914 Neoclassical standing to- 
day. The 1914 courthouse was built in two phases. The east wing was 
built in 1908, and was designed by L. S. Green. It was initially built as 
the county records building and is an exact replica of the Polk County 
Records Building, built in 1905, and designed by L. S. Green. In 1914, 
the Trinity County Commissioners hired C. H. Page and Brother to de- 
sign a new courthouse that was to incorporate the existing records 
building into the new courthouse. The 1914 red brick structure is con- 
sidered one of the best examples of Neoclassical courthouse architec- 
ture in Texas. The old courthouse, built in 1884, was later demolished. 
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Tyler County Courthouse — Woodville 


1891 courthouse 






/ Tyler County has had three court- 
houses: 1891, 1856, 1840s. After the 
creation of Tyler County in 1846 
and the subsequent selection of 
. Woodville as county seat, the first 
Mg Fe courthouse was completed by Feb- 
it pnttany Sew a ruary 1849. In November 1890, the 
~ =) Tyler County commissioners court, 
county wanted a new unit. Corpus Christi architectural firm of Glover 
& Hodges designed it in Victorian, Second Empire, Gothic and 
Mediterranean style. It was completed in 1891-1892. In 1935-1937 the 
county undertook a massive courthouse remodeling project. Efforts to 
modernize the building at this time resulted in the removal of its more 
high style elements and the construction of a rear addition. Character- 
defining features from the original design, such as the windows and 
central tower remain, however. 


heme Ve ere 
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1889 courthouse 


Upshur County was named for U.S. 
Secretary of State A.P. Upshur. 
Gilmer honors U.S. Secretary of the 
Navy Thomas W. Gilmer. Upshur 
County has had five courthouses: 
1846, 1848, 1871, 1889, 1933. The 
first court was beneath a tree at 
William H. Hart’s home in 1846. A 
log courthouse was then used. A sec-& 
ond log cabin was built in Gilmer. 
In 1871 J.P. Ford built a courthouse | 
with cupola and four columns. 

Floors were “covered with sawdust to protect them from tobacco juice.” 
An opera house was the next court. It burned in November 1888. The 
county rented a building until a replacement was built in 18809. Finally, 
the present temple of justice was erected in 1933 for $180,000. 
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Upton County Courthouse — Rankin 


Upton County was created in 1887 and later organized in 1910. It is 
named for two brothers: John C. and William F. Upton, both colonels 
in the Confederate Army. Cattleman George Elliott became the first to 
establish a homestead in Upton County in 1880.[10] Beginning as open 
range, the land was shared with sheepmen by the 1890s. Upton County 
has had two courthouses: 1926 and 1911. Architect David S. Castle, of 
Abilene, was the designer of the 1926 courthouse. 


In 1958 Leonard F. Crockett & Associates, Architects and Engineers, 
designed significant alterations and additions to the courthouse. The 
contractor was J. D. Burk Construction Company. The "new" court- 
house completely engulfed and obscured the 1926 building. A new 
courthouse addition was erected to the west, of the original courthouse. 
The 1926 building's front facade, including the door, was removed and 
new windows installed. 

















Uvalde County Courthouse — Uvalde 


Uvalde County is named for Juan de Ugalde, Spanish governor of 
Coahuila. The county was founded by Reading Wood Black who also 
founded the city of Uvalde. The County endured three decades of unre- 
lenting lawlessness after the Civil War. Violence, lawlessness and Con- 
federate-Union conflicts among citizens were so pervasive that armed 
guards were employed to assist the county tax assessor and collector, 
and the county had no sheriff for nearly two years. There were conflicts 
between Confederates and Unionists returning to live in Uvalde 
County. Smugglers, cattle rustlers and horse rustlers, and numerous 
other desperadoes saturated the area, including notorious cattle 
rustler, J. King Fisher who was appointed Uvalde sheriff in 1881. Willis 
Newton of The Newton Gang robbed his first train near Uvalde. Jess 
and Joe Newton retired to Uvalde. Uvalde County has had three court- 
houses: 1877, 1890 and 1927. The 1927 unit, completed in 1928, re- 
placed Uvalde County's 1890 Courthouse. The Commissioner's Court 
hired architect Henry T. Phelps, who had designed several other Texas 
courthouses, and prominent local builder M. H. Ryland to manage the 
construction project. The courthouse is in neo-classical style. Out- 
standing features include its cast stone segmental arches and Ionic por- 
ticoes at the entrances. Recorded Texas Historic Landmark, 1983. 
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Valverde County Courthouse — Del Rio 


Organized in 1885 from sections of Crockett, Kinney, and Pecos Coun- 
ties, Val Verde County was named for a Civil War battle in New Mexico 
which involved Texas Confederate Forces. The growing railroad town 
of Del Rio was chosen as the seat of Government and Commissioners 
set up offices in a commercial building on Perry Street, now South 
Main. Soon after formation of the county, the Limestone Jail was built 
here on a corner of the public square. During construction of the court- 
house, it provided additional office space. A three-story annex to the 
building was completed later. The Limestone Courthouse was con- 
structed at this site in 1887. Architects were A. O. Watson and Jacob 
Larmour of Austin, designers of Courthouses in Milam and Comanche 
Counties. Built by the contracting firm of Hood and McLeod, it features 
classical revival detailing and octagonal corner turrets. As the area pop- 
ulation increased, the buildings were modified to provide for the ex- 
pansion of services. In 1915, after a third floor was added, the original 
clock-tower cupola in the center of the courthouse was replaced by a 
silver dome. A separate facility for the Sheriff's office and county pris- 
oners was completed in 1956, and the old jail was remodeled for use by 
other departments. (1980). 
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Van Zandt County Courthouse — Canton 


Van Zandt County has had six courthouses: 1848, 1850, 1951, 1859, 
1872, 1896 and 1937. The first courthouse was a 16 x 16-foot round log 
affair with one door and one window. The second was 18 x 18 feet, in 
Dec 1850. In 1851, the third was built of logs but the ceiling was raised 
to 10 feet and the logs were hewed square instead of being left round. 
The fourth, of brick, was 40 x 40 feet two stories high. It was completed 
in 1859. In January 1872 local merchant George Washington Tull pro- 
posed that he would build a courthouse (the 5th) for the price of 
$8,333.00. At the November term the County Court accepted the new 
wooden two story 50 x 50-foot courthouse. The 6th courthouse was the 
first one that was drawn up by an architect, James Riley Gordon, and 
built by a courthouse building contractor. It was Richardsonian Ro- 
manesque, built by Otto P. Kroeger, with rock and brick, three stories 
high with a six story central rotunda and tower topped with a copper 
eagle, finished in April 1896. Big Red as the 1896 courthouse became 
called, after 40 years was badly in need of repairs. The seventh court- 
house, built of concrete reinforced with 86 tons of steel and finished 
with Ozark gray marble was accepted as complete by the court on 
March 27, 1937, although some loose ends had to be tied up. The offi- 
cial dedication was held on 10 June 1937. In 2017, this seventh court- 
house was honored with a "National Historic Places" plaque and is in 
line for a restoration grant from the State of Texas. 














~~.) Guadalupe Victoria, established in 
1824, later became simply Victoria 
in 1836. Victoria County has had 
_ |three courthouses: 1849, 1892, and 
8) 1967. The modern, concrete and 
stone of 1967 sits to the right of the 
1892 courthouse. Visitors enter 
through this building to gain access 
eed BES to the old courthouse. The 1892 
courthouse, designed by the architectural firm of Gordon & Laub, re- 
placed the 1849 courthouse. J. Riely Gordon's firm was awarded the 
contract and work began in late 1891 by the contractor Martin Byrnes 
& Johnson. Houston architect Eugene T. Heiner, said ‘that Victoria 
county has one of the best court houses in Texas and that Martin, 
Byrnes & Johnson carried out their contract to the letter - and did even 
more.’ The building was accepted on December 17, 1892.' The Victoria 
courthouse is often compared to the Fayette County courthouse of 
1890-91 by J. Riely Gordon. "In addition to their designer and builder, 
the Fayette and Victoria courthouses have a number of properties in 
common. They share the same hollow square design with interior court 
and paired pavilion facades with central entrances. Both have a tower 
designating the eastern facade as the primary one.” The 1892 court- 
house is now an annex to the adjacent 1967 courthouse. 
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Walker County Courthouse — Huntsville 


Walker County has had five courthouses: 1848, 1853, 1869, 1888 and 
1970. The 1948 unit was completed in 1850. Due to a bad foundation, a 
second courthouse replaced it by 1853. The third courthouse featured a 
grand jury house in the southwest corner of the grounds rather than in- 
side the courthouse itself. Dubbed "The Little Courthouse," the grand 
jury house was completed and in use by 1861. On the first day of 1888 
the grand jury house was again called into service after the main court- 
house burned. Eugene T. Heiner of Houston designed a new building. 
The construction contract went to D. N. Darling of Palestine. Darling 
set to work in late spring and erected Heiner's vision, replete with Vic- 
torian Gothic, Renaissance revival and Italianate details. That struc- 
ture, the fourth Walker County Courthouse, gradually welcomed back 
the social and religious groups of the county. Other uses included the 
Walker County Fair of 1912. The interior of the building burned in 
1968. At that time, it was one of the 25 oldest courthouses in the state 
of Texas. The fifth Walker County Courthouse, a modern brick and 
steel structure, was completed in 1970. 
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Waller County's county seat is 
Hempstead. The county was named 
~ for Edwin Waller, a signer of the 
1 & ». |Texas Declaration of Independence 
ag Ri and first mayor of Austin. 


Ta ‘oi aia: 


; in) i i”. 


» Waller County has had four court- 

houses. The first was known as "The 
~ Texas House" and was a rented 
frame building. The county paid $25 per month for the use of the struc- 
ture. The first jail was a one room log cabin and was located on the 
square. In 1877 the first brick courthouse was constructed and a new 
jail was built at the same time. 


In 1892 this courthouse burned and was replaced by another brick 
building in 1894. This building stood until 1955. A History of Waller 
County, published in 1973, stated that the 1894 structure "was torn 
down for a larger and even more attractive brick three-story building in 
1955." 
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Ward County Courthouse — Monahans 


Barstow, in Ward county, was named after George Eames Barstow, 
came to West Texas in 1905, a brilliant pioneer irrigation scientist from 
Rhode Island who used water from the Pecos River to produce abun- 
dant and profitable fruit and grape crops until a devastating flood and 
a succession of droughts stopped things cold. George Barstow and is 
now buried in the cemetery. 


Ward county is named for Thomas William “Peg Leg” Ward, second 
commissioner of the General Land Office, three-time mayor of Austin, 
and United States consul to Panama, was born in Dublin, Ireland, on 
June 20, 1807. A Three-story red sandstone courthouse with a domed 
cupola was constructed there in 1893, one year after Barstow was 
elected first Ward County seat. Shortly after farming stopped in 
Barstow, oil was discovered in Monahans. Ward County has had two 
courthouses: 1893 - Barstow, 1940 - Monahans. The former courthouse 
built in 1893 was demolished in the 1950s. The red sandstone used for 
the courthouse was quarried locally and was also used in the construc- 
tion of the first bank in Ward County. 


The 1940 Ward County courthouse was built with a rooftop jail which 
is no longer in use. The building has since been surrounded by modern 
additions. The 1940 architect was Townes & Funk. The style is Mod- 
erne, with concrete & stone. 
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Washington County Courthouse — Brenham 


(= ~— 1884 courthouse 






Washington County has had six 
courthouses: First three - 1836- 
1855, Fourth - 1855-1883, Fifth - 
1884, Present - 1939. The 940 archi- 
i) tect was Travis Broesche and the 
style is Moderne, of limestone. Con- 
a — =) structed in the traditions of the Art 
Deco style, the Washington County Courthouse combines a smooth 
limestone veneer with rhythmical metal-sash windows and stylized de- 
tailing. The 3 1/2-story structure is composed of geometric building 
blocks which are arranged symmetrically around a central mass. The 
courthouse is prominently located in the center of Brenham on the his- 
toric courthouse square. The classically inspired plan is rectangular, re- 
sulting in a symmetrical composition with an elevated central mass 
flanked by stepped wings. Tension between the vertical thrust of win- 
dow shafts and horizontal massing marks the symmetrical classical- 
lyinspired composition. Detailing includes stylized eagles, decorative 
light standards, incised geometric reliefs, and metal-sash windows with 
dark marble spandrels. 
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Webb County Courthouse — Laredo 
1909 courthouse 


Webb County has had four court- 
houses: 1850 ca., 1882, 1909 and 
1992. In 1907, Webb County placed 
ads in local newspapers announcing 
a contest to design a new court- 
house. Famed San Antonio architect 
Alfred Giles submitted the winning —&% 
bid on February 27, 1907. The court- 
house was completed in 1909 for $46,918. The Beaux-Arts building 
features a curved judge's bench. A stained glass window features "Jus- 
tice" holding the scales. Tile floors are in the Mediterranean style. 
Alamo Iron Works produced the wrought iron staircases. Interior 
doors are solid wood with brass knobs. Mansard roofed terminal pavil- 
ions feature stone-carved rams head accents. The building features yel- 
low brick with dressings of white stone and red tile mansard roofs. The 
landscaping includes pecan trees and citrus trees. Many of Alfred Giles’ 
buildings have been demolished over the years. This fine example of 
his work shows why he continues to have the respect of architects, his- 
torians, and laymen alike. 
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Wharton County Courthouse — Wharton 


Wharton County started in 1846. The William Kincheloe family do- 
nated land for a courthouse square, and the home of first county trea- 
surer Daniel Kincheloe served as a temporary courthouse. A framed 
building (1848) and two-story brick building (1852) served as court- 
houses until the 1880s. Judge W.J. Croom favored a new building, 
while A.H. “Shanghai” Pierce and G.C. Duncan led several landowners 
in signing a petition and filing injunctions to stop the county from pro- 
ceeding. In 1888, the commissioners court ordered plans from Hous- 
ton architect Eugene T. Heiner for a courthouse and jail. Litigation de- 
layed construction on the courthouse until November 1888. Completed 
in August 1889, it featured Second Empire and Italianate styling, in- 
cluding a mansard roof decorated with pediments, truncated roofs, 
limestone detailing, arched windows, corner quoins, and a tall central 
clock tower. The salmon-colored brick came from Colorado River clay 
deposits. Major alterations by architects J.W. Dahnert (1935) and Wy- 
att C. Hedrick (1949) resulted in new wings and entries, removal of fea- 
tures, and stucco exterior finish in the Moderne style. The altered 
structure served the county until the 21st century, when a unique and 
far-reaching preservation effort resulted in its full restoration. 
Recorded Texas Historic Landmark - 2007 
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Wheeler County Courthouse — Wheeler 


The county was named for Royal T. Wheeler, the second chief justice of 
the Texas Supreme Court. On April 12, 1879, Wheeler County became 
the first organized county in the Panhandle, with fourteen other unor- 
ganized counties attached to it. The small camp of Sweetwater was cho- 
sen to be the county seat; the settlement was renamed Mobeetie in 
1880, when a post office was established there. 


The county seat was moved in 1907 from Mobeetie to Wheeler, which 
was located closer to the center of the county. Wheeler County has had 
three courthouses: 1880, 1888, and 1925. E.H. Eades of Shamrock, 
Texas, designed this 1925 brick courthouse in the Classical Revival 
style. All new electrical, mechanical and plumbing systems were in- 
stalled. A fully accessible elevator in a new location allowed for full 
restoration of the historic balcony, spatial dimensions, and original fur- 
nishings in the district courtroom. A new accessible entry and parking 
was added. 


Exterior work included repairs to the steel windows, removal of non- 
historic aluminum entry doors, restoration of wood doors, and installa- 
tion of a below grade water proofing to protect the building's new 
ground floor offices and foundation. The rededication was held on Oct. 
16, 2004. 
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1916 courthouse 


je -_— $—~-—— _ | Wichita has had three courthouses: 1883, 
Soa Dic | |e _ {1886, 1916. Wichita Falls architect 
Py I! ini PF EEN Ge | Michael Koen was responsible for alter- 

ca Mj Sie 22") »tions and an annex to the courthouse in 

1980 that "buried" the 1916 unit. It re- 

mains hidden beneath this modern enclosure The Wichita County 
Courthouse was once a traditional beauty, gracing downtown with a 
pillared, majestic presence. The building's graceful limestone pillars 
were torn down and broken into gravel for county roads. The 1960s 
brought air-conditioning and a granite exterior. Built in 1916, the 
courthouse once featured high-ceilinged courtrooms, ornate terra cotta 
trim and countless Grecian decorative details. A remnant of what it was 
is tucked away behind a door on the fourth floor, what's left of the up- 
per half of a two-story courtroom, now a workshop and mechanical 
room. Scraps of the place's former glory are still evident. Light once 
shone through stained-glass skylights, now dark and damaged. A de- 
tailed decorative border adds interest to the walls, in spite of the shad- 
ows. A round window with ornate decorations looks onto a wall, anda 
staircase goes to nowhere. 
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1890 courthouse 


Wilbarger County was created Feb- 
ruary 1, 1858. It was named in 
honor of Josiah and Mathias 
Wilbarger. In August 1833, Josiah cee: 
Wilbarger was a member of a sur- toe at ae by 
veying party of four that was at- bes a es eraaa TO 
tacked by the Comanche. Two of thre S=ssistissicthssstsssisisist : 
men were killed and scalped by the Comanches. The other two man- 
aged to flee. The Comanche left him for dead, but he was still alive 
when he was found the next day. Organized October 10, 1881. 
Wilbarger County has had three courthouses: 1883, 1890 and the 
present 1928 building. The former 1890 Wilbarger County courthouse 
was designed by architect James Edward Flanders who designed many 
Second Empire style courthouses in Texas in the late 1800s. The one he 
designed for Shackelford County is the only one that remains standing. 
The 1928 architect was Voelcker and Dixon. The style is Classical Re- 
vival. The 1928 Wilbarger County courthouse was one the earliest 
Texas courthouses designed by the architectural firm of Voelcker and 
Dixon, whose designs would soon be influenced by the Art-Deco/Art- 
Moderne style architecture of the 1930s which became prevalent in 
their later courthouses. This building has been spared from the modern 
renovations that many courthouses have endured over the years. 
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Willacy County Courthouse — Raymondville 


Willacy County, in the Rio Grande valley of South Texas, is thirty miles 
north of Mexico. The county was named for state senator John G. 
Willacy, farmer and legislator, a member of the Texas legislature, 
chairman of committees on finance and internal improvements. Ray- 
mondville was formed in 1904 by Edward Burleson Raymond, a fore- 
man of the El Sauz Ranch portion of the King Ranch and owner of the 
Las Majadas Ranch. 


In June 2020 Willacy County was awarded a $803,359 planning grant 
from the Texas Historic Courthouse Preservation Program. The court- 
house was designed in the Classical Revival style by Henry T. Phelps, 
the building was constructed in 1923 of red brick facade and cream cast 
stone ornament. The Round XI Planning Grant will produce construc- 
tion documents that can be used to fully restore the courthouse, includ- 
ing the window and exterior door units and the removal of non-original 
intrusions inside the building. All original finishes will be restored to 
their original appearance, and the project will address outdated sys- 
tems and infrastructure, and repair deteriorated conditions, due pri- 
marily to moisture infiltration. 
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Williamson County Courthouse — Georgetown 


Williamson County has had five courthouses: 1849, 1851, 1857, 1877, 
1911. First was a 16 foot square, one-room log house in 1849. In 1851, it 
was a one-story, 14 x 30 foot, wood frame home with a gabled roof. 
The third was a 50 foot square, two-story rubble limestone building 
with 2 feet thick walls and a hipped roof. In 1877, Frederick E. Ruffini 
and partner Jasper N. Preston designed a grand three-story Second 
Empire style building of stone with pediments, roof cresting, an elabo- 
rate cornice, corner pavilions with Mansard cupolas and a large 
rounded cupola over the front entrance, completed in 1878. The fifth 
and current courthouse was by Charles Henry Page. The three-story 
buff brick building with terra cotta and limestone details was built in 
the Beaux-Arts style with extended porticos on each side with triple- 
arched entrances. Two-story Ionic columns support decorative pedi- 
ments, pilasters with Ionic capitals separate each bay of windows and a 
balustrade surrounds the roof. A copper dome with clocks on each side 
sits in the center of the roof. In 2000 a full historical restoration began. 
The restoration was completed and the courthouse was rededicated on 
December 8, 2007. 
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Wilson County Courthouse — Floresville 


Wilson county's first 1872 courthouse burned down in 1884. The sec- 
ond and current unit was designed by the prominent Texas architect, 
Alfred Giles and was completed in 1884. The two story stuccoed brick 
structure with its dominating tower exhibits many Italianate architec- 
tural elements — an unusual style for 19th Century Texas courthouses. 
One of the building’s most distinguishing features is its balance. Al- 
though the structure has been remodeled, the building originally dis- 
played a “T” shape floor plan. The front or SW elevation demonstrates 
a symmetrical facade with a statue standing atop the central gabled 
bay. Along with the outer elevations the front facade is pierced on the 
ground floor with segmental arched windows and round arch openings 
in the second floor. Quoins provide visual support at every corner, 
while string courses unite these quoins and the hood molds on each 
floor. One-story porticos supported by two columns and surmounted 
with a balustrade mark the entrances on three facades (the rear portico 
was altered when a rear addition was constructed). A sheetmetal cor- 
nice with supporting brackets and consoles terminates the pressed tin 
roof. Crowning the structure, a large pyramidal tower pierces the sky 
and provides the most recognizable aspect of the courthouse. 

















Winkler County Courthouse — Kermit 


Winkler County county seat is Kermit. The county was created in 1887 
and organized in 1910. It is named for Clinton McKamy Winkler, a 
colonel in the Confederate Army. On July 16, 1926, oil was discovered 
when Roy Westbrook and Company brought in the Hendrick No. 1 on 
ranch land owned by Thomas G. and Ada Hendrick in central Winkler 
County. The boom established the town of Wink in the southwestern 
part of the county, seven miles (11 km) southwest of Kermit. 


Winkler County has had two courthouses: 1910 and 1929. The 1910 
courthouse contractor was Morris & Key. It was gray with black roof 
and cost $5,690. The current courthouse was built in 1929-30 in re- 
sponse to the need for a larger courthouse after the discovery of oil in 
the county in 1926. This replaced a 1910 structure on the same site. 


Designed by architect David Castle, the four-story Classical Revival/ 
Beaux Arts building features distinctive two-story classical columns, 
decorative double-door surrounds and transoms, and paired and triple 
windows on the second and third floors. A one-story addition was built 
in the 1950s. 
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Wise County Courthouse — Decatur 


The 1896 Wise County Courthouse by J. Riley Gordon was built with 
stone from Burnet County. It has pink granite with interior of Vermont 
marble. The Courthouse clock was from E Howard & Company. The ex- 
terior was sandblasted several years ago. The delight of youngsters all 
through the years has been to go to the top of the Courthouse, up the 
winding stairs, to the steep wooden steps, then around the bell, up an- 
other flight of metal steps to the very top-where it seems you can see 
the whole wide world! One section of the winding stairs was removed 
when the elevator was installed several years ago. The Courthouse is on 
the National Register, and carries the medallion and plaque attesting to 
it's historical value in the state of Texas. 
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VVOOD COUNTY ~ QUITMAN 





1883 courthouse 
Wood County has had four court- 
houses: 1851, 1854, 1883 and the 
present 1925 courthouse. The Texas 
legislature created Wood County in 
1850 with Quitman asthecounty © 
seat. The county first used a log Ri, ih a 
courthouse on the south side of the aie = 
square before building atwo-story Lo 
frame structure, which burned in 1878. The county’s third eaatannus 
designed by the noted F.E. Ruffini, was completed in 1884. It burned in 
1924, and the county hired C.H. Leinbach of Dallas to design a new 
courthouse; Rice Construction Co. served as general contractor. The 
county added an annex in 1950, but the courthouse retains its Classical 
Revival style, with features including a grand stair with raised entry, a 
four column temple front, and a full entablature with dentil molding 
and pediment. Recorded Texas Historic Landmark - 2003. 
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Yoakum County Courthouse — Plains 
1908 courthouse 


Yoakum County is in western Texas 
on the southern High Plains, along 
the New Mexico border. The county 
was created in 1876 and later orga- 
nized in 1907. It is named for Hen- 
 derson King Yoakum, a Texas histo- 
) rian and lawyer. Until after 1900, 
the county contained primarily no- 
madic buffalo hunters and a few scattered ranchers. Yoakum County 
was organized in 1907, and the population increased to 602 because of 
the sale of state land deeds. 





Yoakum County has had three courthouses: 1908, 1926 and the present 
1949 courthouse. The first 2-story frame courthouse was in 1908. It 
burned in 1926. The second came in 1926, made of brick. It was demol- 
ished for the third courthouse in 1949. The architect was Wyatt C. 
Hedrick and the srchitectural Style is Art Deco. Building Materials/De- 
scription: Brick. $260,000. 

















Young County Courthouse — Graham 


1884 courthouse arch 
Young County is named for William 
Cocke Young, early Texas settler and 
soldier. Gustavus and Edwin Gra- 
ham began the town of Graham in 
1872, and opened saltworks in 1869. 
An 1876 area rancher meeting in 
Graham, regarding cattle rustling, 
became the beginnings of what is 
now known as the Texas and South- |’, _ 
western Cattle Raisers Association. & 
In 1891, the Graham Mining Com- 
pany opened for mining gold, silver, | 
and coal in the area. Young County 
has had three courthouses: 1876, 
1884 and 1932. The frame two-story 
1876 unit was replaced by an 1884 
three-story limestone courthouse. The current courthouse replaced the 
1884 courthouse that was demolished in 1932. The 1932 architect was 
Withers & Thompson. The style is Moderne, of limestone and concrete. 
There are many interesting details on the interior of this building, in- 
cluding intricate designs that have been painted on the ceiling. 
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Zapata County Courthouse — Zapata 


In 1821 Zapata County became part of the Mexican state of Tamauli- 
pas. In 1839-40 Antonio Zapata and other residents joined Antonio 
Canales Rosillo and Jesus Cardenas to fight for the Republic of the Rio 
Grande. In 1848 the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo established the 
Texas claim to the region, and Zapata County was included in Starr and 
Webb counties. On January 22, 1858, the legislature established Zap- 
ata County, organized on April 26, 1858, with Bellville (Carrizo and 
then as Zapata) as the county seat. Zapata was relocated to higher 
ground upon the completion of Falcon Dam in 1953, when many acres 
of rich, irrigated farmland were inundated. Zapata County has had four 
courthouses: 1874, 1901, 1953 and 2005. The first courthouse was built 
in 1874 and the second courthouse was a two story structure built in 
1901 in Carrizo. The Falcon Reservoir flooded Carrizo and the third 
courthouse was a two story rectangular structure constructed by W 
Uhlhorn in 1953. The building was demolished in 2006 when the 
fourth and present courthouse was completed. The building faces north 
and is a three story buff and red colored brick, stone, glass and con- 
crete structure. The 2005 building is located on landscaped grounds in 
the center of the city. The building has a larger first story with the sec- 
ond and third stories being recessed. The north front has an arched 
portico with brick pillars and recessed entrance. On the center of the 
roof is a round dome faced with red colored titles. 
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Zavala Connty:- Crystal City” 
Zavala County Courthouse — Crystal City 


The county was created in 1858 and later organized in 1884.[3] Zavala 
is named for Lorenzo de Zavala, Mexican politician, signer of the Texas 
Declaration of Independence, and first vice president of the Republic of 
Texas. It is the poorest county in all of Texas. In 1858, when the county 
was organized, the name was misspelled 'Zavalla' by the legislature. 
Not until 1929 was the mistake corrected. Zavala County has had three 
courthouses: 1885 - Batesville, 1928 - Crystal City, 1970 - Crystal City. 
The 1970 building faces north and is a one story steel and concrete 
structure. The building is located on spacious landscaped grounds in 
the center of the city. The building has an overhanging eave with re- 
cessed glass walls. The roof line is flat. On the southeast side is the at- 
tached buff colored brick jail designed by Gondeck-Poage Partnership 
of San Antonio and constructed by Guarani Builders of Eagle Pass in 
1984. 


Note: The first courthouse was a two story structure built in Batesville 
in 1885. The building was torn down in 1947. The second and previous 
courthouse was designed by H T Phelps and constructed by Jacob 
Banspach in 1928 when the county seat was moved to Crystal City. The 
third and present courthouse was constructed at a cost of $475,000. 














266 


About the Author 


Larry W Jones is a songwriter, having penned over 7,700 
song lyrics. Published in 22 volumes of island themed, coun- 
try, cowboy, western and bluegrass songs. The entire assem- 
blage is the world’s largest collection of lyrics written by an 
individual songwriter. 


As a wrangler on the “Great American Horse Drive”, at age 
68, he assisted in driving 800 half-wild horses 62 miles in 
two days, from Winter pasture grounds in far NW Colorado 
to the Big Gulch Ranch outside of Craig Colorado. 


His book, “The Oldest Greenhorn”, chronicles the adven- 
tures and perils in earning the “Gate-to-Gate” trophy belt 
buckle the hard way. 
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Kids In Bloom Volume 1 

Kids In Bloom Volume 2 
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Life On The Mississippi 

Songs Of The Seas 

Treasure Island 

The Wind In The Willows 

Alice In Wonderland 
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Heidi 
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Black Beauty 
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Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea 
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Clipper Ships — Emigrants Passage 
Clipper Ships — Wool and Wealth 
Clipper Ships — Iron Maidens 

Clipper Ships — The Kiwi Connection 
Chief War Eagle — Peacemaker Of The Sioux 
Ohiyesa — From Sioux To Surgeon 
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Heritage Of An Indian Boy 

Daniel Boone On the Cumberland Trail 
Davy Crockett Of the Wild Frontier 

Jim Bowie — Life Legacy Legend 

Sam Houston — Tennessee To Texas 
Shackleton — Polar Quest 

Death Valley Days — The Manly Trail 
Pocahontas — Powhatan Princess 
Tecumseh — The Roaming Cherokee 
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All his publications are available on Lulu.com 
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